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WHAT’S NEW AT THE MELLON CENTER  
 

The Mellon Center webpage has been updated. Here you can find useful information 
related to faculty development workshops and teaching resources of all kinds. The MC 
webpage also holds information related to Curriculum Council and Faculty Development 
Committee, (including the Faculty Development and Curriculum Council handbooks), 
General Education, and May Term.  
https://www.iwu.edu/melloncenter/ 
 

o Resources for teaching 
https://www.iwu.edu/melloncenter/teaching-learning/teaching-commons.html  

 
o Rubrics & Syllabi  
Still tweaking that syllabus? Go to the MC webpage for tips  
https://www.iwu.edu/melloncenter/rubrics-and-syllabi.html 

 
o Team & Collaborative Teaching. For those of you team teaching and clustering 

this semester, visit The Center for Teaching at Vanderbilt University webpage. It 
has excellent tips on how to design a team-taught course.  

http://cft.vanderbilt.edu/guides-sub-pages/teamcollaborative-teaching/ 
 
o Blended learning environments. If you are interested in teaching in a blended 

environment or if you are already experimenting with blended or hybrid 
pedagogies here you can find some useful tips from EDUCAUSE and basic 
standards for online learning. 

https://www.iwu.edu/melloncenter/teaching-learning/teaching-technology.html 
 
New teaching library. The Mellon Center now holds a library with books and articles 
related to teaching and learning. We also have printed copies of the AAC&U Liberal 
Education and Peer Review magazines. Of special interest to us this year is the Liberal 
Education Winter/Spring 2015 issue, dedicated to the discussion of “The LEAP 
Challenge.” You can peruse and checkout materials at the Mellon Center front desk in 
the third floor of CLA.  
 
Faculty artistic/scholarly and teaching achievements showcase. The Ames library is 
honoring IWU faculty achievements in all areas, including our colleagues who have 
received the Kemp Teaching Award in recent years. The digital display in the main floor 
of Ames will be ready in time for the Artistic/Scholarly Fall Reception to be held on 



Friday, August 21st.  The same digital content will be displayed at the entrance monitors 
of State Farm Hall and the Ames School of Art.  
 
Teaching Circles. In an effort to promote developmental feedback on faculty members' 
teaching practices, the Mellon Center sponsors a Teaching Circles program. Under this 
program, groups of three faculty members from different departments visit each others' 
classes and offer constructive feedback with regard to syllabi and assignment 
construction and the use of pedagogical methods in a live classroom situation. If you are 
interested in participating in Teaching Circles in the fall send an email to Lynda Duke 
lduke@iwu.edu or Carmela Ferradáns cferrada@iwu.edu 
 
January 16th Pedagogy Symposium 2016.  Please save the date for Saturday, January 
16th. This year we are inviting the authors of They Say/I say, Gerald Graff and Cathy 
Birkenstein. The Writing Program will also lead a faculty reading group to discuss Graff’s 
Clueless in Academe: How Schooling Obscures the Life of the Mind (Yale UP, 2003). 
This book was the 2004 winner of the David H. Russell Research Prize from the National 
Council of Teachers of English. It essentially offers the critical background for They Say / 
I Say.  Reading this book will allow those participating in the January Pedagogy 
Symposium to more deeply and knowingly engage this book prior to Graff and 
Birkenstein’s visit in January.  
 
HOT SUMMER READINGS IN TEACHING & LEARNING  
 
“A student-centered syllabus helps set the tone for learning” by Mary Bart 
http://www.facultyfocus.com/articles/effective-classroom-management/a-learner-
centered-syllabus-helps-set-the-tone-for-learning/ 
 
Teaching Naked: How Moving Technology out of the Classroom will Improve Student 
Learning by José Antonio Bowen (Jossey-Bass, 2012). Bowen makes a compelling case 
for blended learning environments, highlighting the importance of the in-class face-to-
face interaction with students. J.A. Bowen is dean of the Meadows School of the Arts at 
Southern Methodist University in Dallas, Texas.  
 
“What is a liberal education in the 21st Century?” by AAC&U   
https://www.aacu.org/leap/what-is-a-liberal-education 
 
“Where does innovative teaching come from?” by Rob Kelly 
http://ww1.facultyfocus.com/eletter/profile/1/334.html?ET=facultyfocus:e334:116255a:&s
t=email 
 
“Why change our approach to teaching?” by Doug Ward 
http://www.cteblog.dept.ku.edu/why-change-our-approach-to-teaching/ 
 
“Why plagiarism doesn’t bother me at all: a research-based overview of plagiarism as 
educational opportunity” by Gerald Nelms 
http://teachingandlearninginhighered.org/2015/07/20/plagiarism-doesnt-bother-me-at-all-
research/ 



“Understanding your students and how they learn.” This is chapter 1 of Teaching at its 
Best by Linda B. Nilson (3rd ed., Jossey-Bass, 2010). In this chapter, Nilson explains the 
challenges and rewards of teaching the Millenial generation.  
 
For the latest hot topics in liberal education, you can follow AAC&U’s Liberal Education 
News Watch  
http://www.aacu.org/liberal-education-news-watch 
 
 
	  


