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Biographical note: 

John Wesley Powell, the first director of the Smithsonian Institution’s Bureau of 

Ethnology (1879-1902), was professor of natural sciences at Illinois Wesleyan University 

from approximately 1865-1868.  He was also appointed curator of the Illinois Natural 

History Society Museum, housed at Illinois State Normal University, where he became 

professor of geology in 1867.  He remained in this latter capacity until 1872 when he 

departed the Illinois region to concentrate his efforts on further explorations of the West.   

 

Scope note: 

This collection primarily contains secondary source materials related to works by or 

about John Wesley Powell and the Powell Collection of Pueblo Pottery at the University.  

Journal articles comprise the bulk of the collection; extracts from books are also included 

with some written by Powell but most written by other researchers.  There are also 

documents and publications for works commemorating Powell’s Grand Canyon 

expeditions, newspaper articles about those trips and his relation to Illinois Wesleyan, 

and photographs and illustrations of Powell, his associates and their explorations.  There 

are also correspondence files from scholars seeking information from the Tate Archives 

or offering information about Powell and his associates.  Finally, documents, photographs 

and artifacts related to the University’s John Wesley Powell Collection of Pueblo Pottery 

are included.  This collection is arranged into the following series: 

 

I.  Correspondence 

II.  Articles 

III.  Miscellaneous Documents 

IV.  Photographs 

V.  Oversized material 

VI.  Artifacts and Media 
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Box 1 

Folder # 

I. Correspondence 

 

1 Bishop, Francis Marion. Transcribed Letters. 1866. (copy) 

 

2 Darrah, William. Correspondence (1946-1949). 

 

3 Dorsey, James. Letter concerning the 100-year Anniversary of the Powell  

  expedition. 7 May 1969. 

 

4 Harrison, George. Bequest to the Powell Collection. 2 Apr. 1900. (original) 

 

5 ---. Bequest to the Powell Collection. 2 Apr. 1900. (copy) 

 

6 Materials regarding the Powell Commemorative Stamp. 1968-1969. [including  

  correspondence between Postmaster General Blount and IWU President  

  Eckley] 

 

7 Misc. Correspondence regarding Powell (20 Apr. 1946 – 18 May 1995). 

 

8 Stegner, Wallace. Correspondence regarding gathering information on Powell  

  (1946). 

 

9 Steinbacher-Kemp, William. Correspondence with Robert Mowery (1996-1997). 

 

10 Titterington, Milton. Correspondence (8 May 1928). (copy) 

 

11 ---. Correspondence (8 May 1928). (original) 

 

 

                    II. Articles 
 

12 Adams, E. Charles and M. Nieves Zedeño. “BAE Scholars as Documenters of 

 Diversity and Change at Hopi, 1870-1895.” Journal of the Southwest 41.3 

(Autumn 1999): 311-334. 

 

13 Barnett, Steve. “Post Civil War Surveys of the American West.” Manuscripts 45.2  

  (Spring 1993): 89-101.  

 

14 Barrows, Eliza J. “Howland Brothers Join the John Wesley Powell Expedition to  

  Explore the Colorado River that Flows Through the Grand Canyon – April  

  1869.” The Howland Quarterly 50.4 (Jul. 1986): 2-4. 

 

15 Bear, Elwood. “John Wesley Powell: He Tamed the Colorado.” Civil Service  

Journal 9 (Jan.-Mar. 1969): 2-7. 
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Box 1 (cont’d)   II. Articles (cont’d) 

Folder # 

16 Breed, William J. “Hopi Bowls Collected by John Wesley Powell.” Plateau 45.1 

(Summer 1972): 44-46. 

 

17 Burggraaf, Pieter. “The Untold Story of Grand Canyon’s John Wesley Powell  

  Memorial.” The Journal of Arizona History 38.4 (1997): 375-394.  

 

18 “Centennial Issue: 1869-1969: Colorado River Explorer Powell.” Reclamation  

  Era 55.1 (Feb.1969): 1-23. [complete issue devoted to Powell] 

 

19 Crook, Richard J. “John Wesley Powell: The Early Years.” Springfield: Second  

Illinois History Symposium. 4-5 Dec. 1981. 

 

20 Cushing, Frank H. “My Adventures in Zuñi.” The Century Illustrated Monthly 

Magazine 25.2 (Dec. 1882): 191-207.  

 

21 ---. “My Adventures in Zuñi.” The Century Illustrated Monthly Magazine 25.4  

  (Feb. 1883): 500-511.  

 

22 “The Dangerous Journey of John Wesley Powell.” [1968?] 

 

23 Davis. “John Wesley Powell.” National Academy Biographical Memoirs 8 

(1915): 11-83. 

 

24 Emmons, S.F. “The Geology of Government Explorations.” Science (New Series) 

5.105 (1-1-1897): 1-15. 

 

25 Farrell, Ned E. Colorado, The Rocky Mountain Gem, As It Is In 1868. Chicago: 

The Western News Company, 1868. [prelims-pg. 11]. 

 

26a Forbes, S.A. “History of the Former State Natural History Societies of Illinois.” 

Science (New Series) 26.678 (12-27-1907): 892-898. 

 

26b Fowler, Don D, Robert C. Euler and Catherine S. Fowler. John Wesley Powell  

  and the Anthropology of the Grand Canyon. Geological Survey  

  Professional Paper 670. Washington, DC: GPO, 1969. 

 

27 Gilbert, G.K. “John Wesley Powell.” [1902?]: 633-640.  Revised from an article  

  published in Science (10 Oct. 1902). 

28 Hansen, Wallace R. “The Geologic Story of the Uinta Mountains.” (G.P.O. 1969) 

 

29 Hartzell, J. Culver. “The Powell Museum.” Illinois Wesleyan Magazine 5.1 (Apr. 

  1900): 38-42. 

 “Major John Wesley Powell.” Illinois Wesleyan Magazine 7.3 (Oct. 1902):  

  127-129. 

 Taylor, J.B. “In the Wesleyan, ’63-’69.” Illinois Wesleyan Magazine 5.1 (Apr. 

  1900): 65-69. 
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Box 1 (cont’d)   II. Articles (cont’d) 

Folder # 

 

30 Holmes, W. H.  “In Memoriam: Matilda Coxe Stevenson.”  American  

  Anthropologist  18.4 (Oct/Dec 1916): 552-59. 

 

31 Hooper, Bruce. “Windows on the 19th Century World: John K. Hillers’ Glass 

  Window Transparencies.” History of Photography 12.? (1988): 185-192. 

 

32 Jacobs, Wilbur R. “The Great Despoliation: Environmental Themes in American 

  Frontier History.” Pacific Historical Review 47.1 (1978): 1-26.  

 

33 “John Wesley Powell of the U.S. Geological Survey.” (G.P.O. 1969) [3 copies] 

 

34 “John Wesley Powell: Soldier, Explorer, Scientist.” (G.P.O. 1969) 

 

35  “John Wesley Powell: Wesleyan’s First Scientific Impulse.” IWU Bulletin.  

  (July 1969): 4-5, 15. [possibly by Bunyan Andrew and Richard E. Rann in  

  Alumni Issue, 67.5] 

 

36 Keplinger, L. W.  “The First Ascent of Long’s Peak: Made by an Expedition  

Under Maj. J. W. Powell.”  The Trail  12.1 (Jun 1919): 5-16. 

 

37 Kolb, Anne. “Elders of the Tribe: 5: John Wesley Powell (1834-1902).”  

Backpacker 5 (n.d.): 63-65, 90, 94, 97. 

 

38 Lincoln, M.D. and G.K. Gilbert. “John Wesley Powell.” The Open Court.  

  1902-03.  Series of 6 articles: I. Boyhood and Youth, II. The Soldier,  

  III. The Professor, IV. The Explorer, V. The Investigator, VI. The  

  Promotor [sic] of Research. 

 

39 MacKaye, Benton. “Twin American Conquests.” Cosmos Club Bulletin 22.3  

(Mar. 1969):6-7. 

Ross, Kip. “Fateful Meeting, Fateful Year 1878.” Cosmos Club Bulletin 11.10  

  (Nov. 1958): 3-12. 

 

40 Miller, Charles B. “E.O. Beaman: A Visionary Robbed of His Legacy.” [Work in 

Progress] © 2000. 

 

41 Miller, Peter. “John Wesley Powell” National Geographic 185.4 (Apr. 1994):  

  89-115. (original magazine) 

 

42 ---. “John Wesley Powell” National Geographic 185.4 (Apr. 1994): 89-115. (copy  

  of article only) 

 

43 Morris, Lindsay Gardner. “John Wesley Powell: Scientist and Educator.” Illinois  

  State University Journal  31.3 (Feb.1969).  [2 copies] 
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Box 1 (cont’d)   II. Articles (cont’d) 

Folder # 

 

44 Nugent, Walter. “Wallace Stegner, John Wesley Powell, and the Shrinking West.” 

  Wallace Stegner and the Continental Vision. Washington D.C.: Island 

  Press, 1997. 97-106. 

 

Box 2 
 

1 Powell, John Wesley. “Classification of the Sciences.” American Anthropologist  

  3.4 (Oct.-Dec. 1901): 601-605. 

 

2 ---. “Down the Colorado.” American Heritage 20 (1969): 

53-58, 83. 

 

3 ---. “From Barbarism to Civilization.” American Anthropologist 1.2 (Apr. 1888):  

  97-123. 

 

4 ---. “Institutions for the Arid Lands.” The Century Magazine 40 (May 1890): 111- 

  116. 

 

5 ---. “The Irrigable Lands of the Arid Region.” The Century  Magazine 39 (Mar.  

  1890): 766-776. 

 

6 ---. “The Lesson of Conemaugh.” The North American Review 149 (Aug. 1889):  

  [150]-156. 

 

7 ---. “The Non-Irrigable Lands of the Arid Region.” The Century Magazine 39  

  (Apr. 1890): 915-922. 

 

8 ---. “Prehistoric Man in America.” The Forum 8 (Feb. 1890): [489]-503. 

 

9 ---. “Sophiology, or the Science of Activities Designed to Give Instruction.”  

  American Anthropologist 3.1 (Jan-Mar. 1901): [51]-79. 

 

10 ---. “The Study of Indian Languages.” Science 17.418 (Feb. 1891): [71]-74. 

 

 

11 ---. “Technology, or the Science of Industries.” American Anthropologist 1.2  

  (Apr. 1899): 319-349. 

 

12 Rann, Richard E. “An Introduction to Pueblo Pottery and the John Wesley Powell 

   Collection of Illinois Wesleyan University.” 1969. [2 copies] 

 

13 Roscoe, Ernest J. “John  Wesley Powell – Pioneer Illinois Malacologist.”  

  Reprinted from Annual Reports of The American Malacological Union  

  (1961): 2. [abstract only] 
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Box 2 (cont’d)                             II. Articles (cont’d) 

Folder # 

 

14 Sandoz, Mari. “Prophet of the Far West.” Rev. of Beyond the Hundredth  

  Meridian by Wallace Stegner. Americana 11 Sept. 1954: 36-37.  (original) 

 

15 ---. “Prophet of the Far West.” Rev. of Beyond the Hundredth Meridian by  

  Wallace Stegner. Americana 11 Sept. 1954: 36-37.  (copy) 

 

16 Schultz, William Eben. “Major John Wesley Powell – Major Scientist.” 1962. 

 

17 Selected reference sources about Acoma, Hopi and Zuni tribes.   

  Sources extracted from:  

American Indians: Volume 3.  Ed. Harvey Markowitz (1995).  Pasadena,  

CA: Salem Press, c1995. 

  Encyclopedia of North American Indians. Ed. Frederick E. Hoxie (c1996).   

   Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, c1996. 

  Native Americans: An Encyclopedia of History, Culture, and Peoples.   

Barry M. Pritzker (c1998).  Santa Barbara, CA: ABC-CLIO,  

c1998. 

 

18 Smith, Henry Nash. “Clarence King, John Wesley Powell, and the Establishment  

  of the United States Geological Survey.” The Mississippi Valley  

  Historical Review 34.1 (Jun. 1947): 37-58. 

 

19 Steinbacher-Kemp, Bill. “John Wesley Powell: How a One-Armed Naturalist  

  from Bloomington Became the Nation’s Greatest Explorer.”  Illinois  

  Heritage 4 (Fall 2001): 7-12. 

 

20 Toll, David.  “The Powell Exploration of the Green and Colorado Rivers.”  

  Arizona Highways 45.3 (Mar.1969): 8-11, 37-43. 

 Widdison, Jerrod G. “John Wesley Powell.” Arizona Highways 45.3 

  (Mar.1969):4-7. 

 

21 Trulsson, Nora Burba.  “Chronicles in Cottonwood.”  Sunset 206.1 (Jan. 2001):  

  10. 

 

22 Wade, Edwin L., Vernon Masayesva and Leigh Jenkins.  “The Day the Katsinas  

Came Home.”  Cañon Journal: Land and Peoples of the Colorado Plateau.   

1.1 (1995): 16-31. 

 

23 Walsh, Barry.  “Kikmongwi as Artist: The Katsina Dolls of Wilson  

Tawaquaptewa.”  American Indian Art Magazine  24.1 (1998): 52-59. 

 

24 Warman, P.C. “John Wesley Powell: Proceedings of a Meeting Commemorative  

  of His Distinguished Services.” Proceedings of the Washington Academy  

  of Sciences 5 (18 Jul. 1903): 99-187. 
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Box 2 (cont’d)                               II. Articles (cont’d) 

Folder # 

25 Watson, Elmo Scott. The Illinois Wesleyan Story: 1850-1950 [incomplete;  

  sections regarding Powell, with related notations by William E. Schultz] 

 

26 Wilder, William H., ed. “John Wesley Powell” An Historical Sketch of the  

  Illinois Wesleyan University, Together with a Record of the Alumni.  

 Bloomington, IL: University Press, 1895. 

 

Box 3 

III. Miscellaneous Documents 

 

1 Brochures and booklets donated by R. Hishman (centennial era). 1969. 

 

2 “Faculty Meeting Minutes” (1864-1875) [2 copies] 

 “Trustees and Visitors, December 1850 to June 1975”: 81, 142-144, 151-152, 

 157-158, 170-171, 469. 

 

3 IWU Annual Catalogue [copies of pages regarding Powell for 1866, 1867, 1868  

  editions] 

 

4 “Major Powell.” [unattributed index of articles in Daily Pantagraph, n.d.] 

 

5 Newspaper articles. 1943-1960. (originals) 

 

6 Newspaper articles. 1943-1960. (copies) 

 

7 Powell Centennial 

 

8 President’s Club.  Illinois Wesleyan University.  Pottery, Promises and Illinois  

  Wesleyan.  Bloomington, IL: Illinois Wesleyan University, [1992?] (copy) 

 

9  Records regarding Powell Museum artifacts. n.d. (copies) 

 

10  Records regarding Powell Museum Artifacts. n.d. (original) 

 

11 Shaffer, Karen. Maud Powell: Legendary American Violinist. Arlington,VA:  

  Maud Powell Foundation, 1994. 

 

12 Steinbacher-Kemp, William F.  “The Illinois Natural History Society: 1858- 

1871.”  A thesis submitted in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the 

degree of Master of Science, Department of History, Illinois State 

University, 2000. 

 

13  Steinbacher-Kemp, Bill.  “John Wesley Powell and the Middle West.”  A paper  

submitted for the 1996 Illinois State History Symposium, Springfield, 

Illinois, December 6-8, 1996. 
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Box 3 (cont’d)                                III. Misc. Documents (cont’d) 

Folder # 

 

14 Davis Family (copy of family history of Powell relatives) 

 

15 Catalogue of Indian Arts for the Normal Museum? (copy) 

 

 

IV. Photographs 

 

16 Photos of, or relating to, John Wesley Powell. n.d. 

 

17 [the following are related to the pottery collection] 

 Catalog of Native American artifacts donated by Powell in the 1880s 

  [photos and negatives of the collection located in separate box] 

 Krannert Art Museum.  The Spirit of the Earth: Pueblo Pottery at Illinois  

  Wesleyan University: 22 October 1993 to 9 January 1994.  [Urbana, IL]:  

  Krannert Art Museum and Kinkead Pavilion, University of Illinois at  

  Urbana-Champaign, [1993] 

 Proof photos used to make the exhibit brochure. 

 Illinois Wesleyan University Bulletin, July 1969 

 

18  Shiloh Battlefield monument for Powell’s Battery; map of battle included 

 

Box 3a                                                 

 

 John Wesley Powell Collection of Pueblo Pottery – photographs and old 

identification labels  

 

Box 3b 

 

 John Wesley Powell Collection of Pueblo Pottery – duplicate set of photographs  

 and original negatives  

 

Box 4     

  

1 Bishop, Francis Marion – Portrait as he appeared in 1869-70.  Picture as he  

appeared in the field in 1871-72.  Courtesy of Mrs. Virginia B. Chase. 

 

2 Colorado River Exploring Party, 1871 – The start at Green River, Wyoming. 

 

3 Dellenbaugh, Frederick S. “Colorado Days” - Illustration and words to the song  

written in 1872 and illustration taken after a painting by Mr. Dellenbaugh. 

 

4 Dellenbaugh, Frederick Samuel – Portrait as he appeared in 1872.  Courtesy of  

New York Public Library. 
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Box 4 (cont’d)                                IV. Photographs (cont’d) 

Folder # 

 

5 Donation of Powell Colorado River Expedition pictures on behalf of Nicholas G.  

Morgan Sr. (See also 4/25) 

 

6 Grand Canyon - Map of adjacent country showing Powell’s route of 1870.  

[framed] 

 

7 Green and Colorado Rivers - Map to the Mouth of the Virgin River. 

 

8 Hawkins, William Rhodes - Portrait in 1909 at age of 68.  Courtesy of Dodd,  

Mead, and Company. 

 

9 Hillers, John K. - Portrait as he appeared in later life. Photo of him taking pictures  

on the Aquarius Plateau in the early 1870’s.  Courtesy of U.S. Geological Survey  

and William Culp Darrah. 

 

10 “Lava Falls” - Colorado River, traversed by the First Powell Expedition on  

August 25, 1869.  Photographed by J.K. Hillers, April, 1872.  Courtesy of U.S.  

Geological Society. 

 

11 Lodore Canyon —“Looking Down Through the Gates to Lodore.”  Photographed  

by E.O. Beaman, 1871.  Courtesy of the U.S. Geological Survey. 

 

 

12 Marble Canyon of the Colorado River, showing the arm-chair used by Powell.   

Photographed by E.O. Beaman, 1871.  Courtesy of the U.S. Geological Survey. 

 

13 Music Temple - Inscriptions made in 1871-72 by members of the Second Powell  

Expedition.  Courtesy of Charles Kelly. 

 

14 Powell, Major John Wesley - Portrait as he appeared in Dec. 1869, after his return  

from his exploration of the Colorado River.  Original in possession of F.D.  

Schnacke.  Courtesy of William Culp Darrah. [framed] 

 

15 Powell Monument at the Grand Canyon in Arizona. [framed; one unframed  

duplicate located in John Wesley Powell Collection 3/14]  

 

16 Second Powell Expedition - The first camp, May 14, 1871.  Courtesy of U.S.  

Geological Survey. 

 

17 Steward, John F. - A picture of him in the Grand Canyon in 1871 which was  

photographed by E.O. Beaman.  Portrait of how he appeared in about 1875.   

Courtesy of New York Public Library.  Courtesy of William Culp Darrah. 
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Box 4 (cont’d)   IV. Photographs (cont’d) 

Folder # 

 

18 Sumner, John C. - Picture at the age of 17 or 18 probably taken in 1868.   A  

picture with Alcinda Jane Norris on their wedding day , June 30, 1873.  Courtesy  

of Charles G. Sumner.   

 

19 Thompson, Almon Harris - Picture on his horse as he appeared in the field in  

about 1872.  Courtesy of William Culp Darrah. 

 

20 Thompson, Almon Harris – Portrait, September 24, 1839 – July 31, 1906. 

 

 

  V. Oversized Material 

 

21 “3 Commemoratives Added to Program.” The New York Times 2 Feb.1969.  

  (copy) 

22  “Bloomingtonian’s Feats Out West Topic of Film.” The Pantagraph 3 Mar.  

  1961. (copy) 

 

23  “Campus Monument Honors Leader of Grand Canyon Expedition.” The Argus  

  3 Mar. 1948. (copy) 

 

24  “Getting to Share Powell’s Fame.” The Journal Star 1 Jul. 1994. (copy) 

 

25  “IWU Gets Maj. Powell’s Papers.” The Pantagraph 26 Nov. 1951. (copy)  

 (See also 4/5) 

 

26 Lake Powell Chronicle 31 Jul. 1969. (original) 

 

27 Lake Powell Chronicle 31 Jul. 1969 (copy) 

 

28 Lake Powell Chronicle: Special Outdoors Edition 1969. (original) 

 

29 Lake Powell Chronicle: Special Outdoors Edition 1969. (copy) 

 

30 “Pike’s Peak from the Garden of the Gods.” n.d. (original) 

 

31 “Powell First White Man To See Canyon.” The Argus 50th Annual Supplement.  

 (copy) 

 

32 “Program for the Dedication of Expedition Island National Historic Site.” 1969. 

(original) 

 

33 “South Africa Eyes a New Way in From the Cold.” The Chicago Sun Times 18  

  May 1969. (copy) 
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V. Oversized Material (cont’d) 

 

Box 5 Thirty large format photographs (11x14”, all but one numbered and matted) taken 

by John K. Hillers in different parts of the southwest. Not dated, but from the U.S. 

Geological Surveys of 1879 or 1881 per the book The Western Photographs of 

John K. Hillers: Myself in the Water. 

 

 VI. Artifacts and Media 

 

Box 6 

  

 John Wesley Powell Collection of Pueblo Pottery – Arm Band (Cheyenne) and  

 Canteen shards, Yavapai Basket 

 Jonathan Reyman lecture, April 4, 2005 (CD and VHS tape) 

 8 DVD+Rs containing Letters Received by the Powell Survey, 1869-1879 (copied  

  to LaCie on accession; see also online access point being created at 

http://collections.carli.illinois.edu/cdm4/index_iwu_letters.php?CISOROOT=/iwu_letters 

 

Box 7 

  

 John Wesley Powell Collection of Pueblo Pottery – Pomo Basket  

http://collections.carli.illinois.edu/cdm4/index_iwu_letters.php?CISOROOT=/iwu_letters

