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“Democratizing Science”

Cindy Wu, Co-Founder 
of Experiment

Friday, May 18, 2018 @ Illinois Wesleyan University

How we do research is broken. The funders are so conservative they 
only fund the most obvious ideas. The process for how we do science is 
stored in scientists’ brains and lab notebooks. And, the distribution of 
new discoveries and knowledge are controlled by a few peer-reviewed 
journals behind paywalls. As scientists we can do better.

Cindy Wu is a co-founder of Experiment, a crowdfunding platform for 
scientific research. During undergrad, Cindy was funded by Howard 
Hughes Medical Institute to work on cell immunotherapies. In 2011 
she was on the University of Washington iGEM team where they won 
the World Championship. Cindy dropped out of grad school to build 
Experiment, a Y Combinator backed startup. Experiment’s mission is to 
democratize the research process so anyone can do science and their 
mission has been profiled by leading publications including Discover 
Magazine, The Economist, and Science Friday. Cindy was named on 
Forbes’ 30 under 30 list. Bill Gates recognized Experiment as a “solution 
to close the gap for potentially promising but unfunded projects.”

Join faculty and staff from regional institutions for a one-day conference to promote success with grants 
and sponsored programs. The conference at Illinois Wesleyan University in Bloomington will highlight 
funding opportunities at governmental agencies and private foundations as well as promote best 
practices in funding solicitation and collaborative partnerships.

Applying for Grants in the Humanities 
Claudia Stokes, Professor and Chair of English

Trinity University

Creating a Collaborative Academic Culture for 
Successful Scholarship and Goal Completion
Amanda Hopkins, Assistant Professor, School of Nursing

Wendy Kooken, Assistant Professor, School of Nursing

Panel: 

Jason Themanson, Professor and Chair of Psychology 

Claressa Kirkwood, Custodian

Illinois Wesleyan University

Grant Writing 201: Tips for Success with Breakout
Discussions
Deborah Halperin, Director of Action Research Center

Dick Folse, Director of Grants and Foundation Relations

Additional Table Host:

Kevin Sulivan, Associate Provost

Illinois Wesleyan University 

National Science Foundation: Research Programs 
Overview and Important Proposal Considerations
Linda French, Program Director 

National Science Foundation

Research Professor, Physics

Illinois Wesleyan University

Funding Opportunities for Education Research 
through the Spencer Foundation
Michael Barber, Associate Program Officer

Spencer Foundation 

Grants in the Arts: Best Practices
Doug Johnson, Executive Director 

McLean County Art Center

Friday, May 18, 2018 from 8:30 am - 4 pm
Illinois Wesleyan University’s Young Main Lounge

Participant Fee: $75 Advanced Registration (before April 20); $90 Registration*
*includes conference participation, continental breakfast, and buffet luncheon; parking is free 



Schedule of Events
8:00 - 8:30

8:30 - 9:30

9:45 - 10:45

11:00 - 12:00

Continued on next page

Registration and Continental Breakfast

Track A Track B

National Science Foundation: Research Programs Overview 
and Important Proposal Considerations

The National Science Foundation is the United States government agency that supports 
fundamental research and education in all fields of science and education with the 
exception of medicine. With an annual budget of about $7 billion, the NSF supports 
approximately 25% of the federally-supported basic research in US colleges and 
universities. Most NSF funding is allocated via a peer reviewing system, in which proposals 
are evaluated by expert researchers. Thus, writing a good proposal is of the highest 
importance. While some proposal requirements are unique to NSF, many characteristics 
of a good proposal are universal and these will be highlighted.

Linda French, Program Director, National Science Foundation and Research Professor of 
Physics, Illinois Wesleyan University

Creating a Collaborative Academic Culture for Successful Scholarship and Goal 
Completion

The purpose of this presentation is to describe a 3 year, long, 1-hour monthly 
interdisciplinary faculty and staff gathering (Think Tank) in which participants share their 
scholarly pursuits, goals, resources, strengths, and experiences. Since the implementation 
of Think Tank, a sense of inclusivity and group success has ensued. For faculty, collaborative 
projects have increased and publications and peer-reviewed national and international 
presentations saw significant growth. Faculty applications for internal and external 
funding also expanded. Staff have moved forward in achieving individual goals and feel 
supported by as well as contribute to the group. Successful strategies to engage faculty 
and staff are described and successful outcomes are highlighted.

Amanda Hopkins, Assistant Professor, School of Nursing
Wendy Kooken, Assistant Professor, School of Nursing
Panel: 
Jason Themanson, Professor and Chair of Psychology 
Claressa Kirkwood, Custodian

Illinois Wesleyan University

Funding Opportunities for Education Research through the Spencer Foundation

In this session, several research grant programs and fellowship opportunities for 
education scholars will be described. The presentation will highlight the Foundation’s 
field-initiated programs and opportunities which invite proposals on all educationally 
relevant and important topics, without preference to particular questions, theories, or 
methods, provided the proposal is for conducting education research. In addition, the 
presenter will describe current foundation-initiated programs, share recommendations 
for how to write a competitive proposal for various programs, and invite members of 
the audience to ask questions about proposal review processes or other questions 
concerning the Foundation’s work.

Michael Barber, Associate Program Officer, Spencer Foundation 

Applying for Grants in the Humanities 

Nobody likes applying for grants and fellowships, but humanist researchers tend to be 
especially reluctant to enter the world of grant applications. Why bother applying when 
grants are so competitive and in such relatively short supply? This presentation will discuss 
the importance of—and the process for--applying for grants in the humanities.  We will 
consider the significant scholarly benefits of applying; the qualities that characterize a 
successful, competitive grant application; and the review process generally.

Claudia Stokes, Professor and Chair of English, Trinity University

Grant Writing 201: Tips for Success with Breakout
Discussions

This interactive session will begin with an overview and best practices of the grant-
making process including research, writing, and reporting. The second part of the session 
will allow participants to explore topics in small groups including: effective community-
based partnerships, opportunities to work with faculty inside and outside of your 
department, relationships with funders, budgets, residencies, and tips for shepherding 
the proposal from idea to submission.  This session is for beginners as well as experienced 
writers who want to talk in-depth with colleagues.

Deborah Halperin, Director of Action Research Center
Dick Folse, Director of Grants and Foundation Relations
Additional Table Host:
Kevin Sulivan, Associate Provost

Illinois Wesleyan University 

Grants in the Arts: Best Practices

How do artists and arts organizations find grant opportunities, and when they do, what 
makes them successful applicants? Believe it or not, paying attention to the application 
requirements gives applicants a big boost in their chances for success. This presentation 
will discuss opportunities at the National Endowment for the Arts, the Illinois Arts Council 
Agency, select private foundations, and local and regional granting bodies.

Doug Johnson, Executive Director , McLean County Art Center



Schedule of Events (Cont.)
12:15 - 1:00

1:15 - 2:45

3:00 - 4:00

Keynote and Luncheon

As of March 20, 2018:

44.5% Project Success Rate

$7,750,248 Total Pledges

41,707 Project Backers

10,185 Researchers

20 Categories of Funding

$130 Average Pledge Size

Grants Review Sessions
Join colleagues in discussing short-form grant proposals to identify way to make arguments about intellectual significance and broader impacts stronger, to improve strategies 
for assessment, and to clarify budgeting, methodologies, and work plans. Discussion sessions will be segmented by discipline groups and lead by experts in those areas.

Networking and Grant Awardee Recognition Event
Join faculty and staff grant awardees from Illinois Wesleyan University for wine, cheese, and good conversation.

Group A

Natural Sciences

Group B

Social Science, Political Science, 
Education, and others

Group C

Arts and Humanities

Democratizing Science
How we do research is broken. The funders are so conservative they only fund the most obvious ideas. The process for how we do science is stored in scientists’ brains and lab 
notebooks. And, the distribution of new discoveries and knowledge are controlled by a few peer-reviewed journals behind paywalls. As scientists we can do better.

Cindy Wu, Co-Founder of Experiment

Cindy Wu is a co-founder of Experiment, a crowdfunding platform for scientific research. During undergrad Cindy was funded by Howard Hughes Medical Institute to work on cell 
immunotherapies. In 2011 she was on the University of Washington iGEM team where they won the World Championship. Cindy dropped out of grad school to build Experiment, 
a Y Combinator backed startup. Experiment’s mission is to democratize the research process so anyone can do science and their mission has been profiled by leading publications 
including Discover Magazine, The Economist, and Science Friday. Cindy was named on Forbes’ 30 under 30 list. Bill Gates recognized Experiment as a “solution to close the gap for 
potentially promising but unfunded projects.”

Experiment.com has projects in the following categories: Anthropology, Art and Design, Biology, Chemistry, Computer Science, Data Science, Earth Science, Ecology, 
Economics, Education, Engineering, Materials Science, Mathematics, Medicine, Neuroscience,  Paleontology, Physics, Political Science, Psychology, and Social Science
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Registration

Map and Directions

From the North: Take I-55 South to Veterans Parkway South (Business 55 - exit 
#167). Proceed about 4 miles and turn right onto Route 9 (Pekin West exit). 
Travel about 2 miles to Park Street and turn right.  

From the East: Take I-74 West to Route 51 (North Business Exit #135). Travel 
about 2 miles to Veterans Parkway North (Business 55 Chicago) exit. Proceed 
about 3.5 miles, turn left onto Route 9 (Pekin West Exit). Travel about two miles 
to Park Street and turn right.

From the West: Take I-74 East to I-55 North (Chicago Exit #127). Follow to Route 
51 South (Business Exit #165A). Proceed about 3 miles to Emerson Street and 
turn left at the light. Turn right onto Franklin Street, left on Beecher Street, and 
then right on Park Street.

From the South: Take the Veterans Parkway exit (Exit #157A-B/I-55-BL N/I-74/
US-51/Veterans Parkway/Decatur/Indianapolis), and proceed and take ramp 
to US-51 Br N/Main St/Chicago. Turn left (heading north) onto S. Main Street 
(US-51-BR N). At a corner where there is Walgreens and Kroger, turn right onto 
Emerson Street. Turn right onto Franklin Street, left on Beecher Street, and then 
right on Park Street.
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Individuals

By Phone

Call 1 (309) 556-3902
 Be prepared to provide the following information:  
 Name,  Academic Discipline, University Affiliation, Email, Phone Number, Credit Card Info
 If no answer, please leave a call-back number.

By Email

Email grants@iwu.edu
 Please provide the following information:  
 Name,  Academic Discipline, University Affiliation, Email, Phone Number
 Note: you will be contacted by phone to get your payment information

University Groups

By Email

Email grants@iwu.edu
 Please provide an Excel spreadsheet with the following information for each attendee:  
 First Name, Last Name,  Academic Discipline, Email
 *you will receive an invoice via email

For more information, call (309) 556-3902 or email grants@iwu.edu



Presenters

Michael Barber is an associate program officer at the Spencer Foundation 
where he reviews research grant applications and additionally supports 
the mission of the Foundation by strengthening the connections among 
education research, policy, and practice through communications and 
networking activities. He has a Ph.D. in learning sciences from Northwestern 
University and is a former middle school and high school teacher. Michael 
conducts research in partnership with teams of high school English 
teachers to explore the design of reading strategies, discussion protocols, 
and writing approaches to support students’ comprehension of poetic 
texts, engagement with literature, and broader literacy development.

Dick Folse manages the Grants and Foundation Relations operation at 
Illinois Wesleyan and has extensive experience in all aspects of prospecting, 
opportunity identification, approach strategy, grant writing, and grant and 
business management. Dick is a graduate from Illinois Wesleyan University 
with a B.A. in Biology, He has worked both within the corporate and non-
profit sectors. He has a Master of Fine Arts degree in studio art.

Amanda Hopkins has expertise in caring for children with chronic 
conditions and their families as a pediatric nurse and nurse educator.  
Prior to joining the faculty at Illinois Wesleyan University in 2013, Dr. 
Hopkins held the titles of teaching assistant, teaching associate and 
clinical instructor for a number of undergraduate and graduate courses at 
the University of Illinois at Chicago, College of Nursing, Urbana Regional 
Program. Dr. Hopkins is interested in research surrounding vulnerable 
populations including LGBTQI populations, culturally diverse populations, 
and children with chronic illness and their families. Dr. Hopkins earned 
a B.S.N. in 1999 from the University of Illinois at Chicago where she later 
received her M.S. (2005) and Ph.D. (2010).  

Linda French is an astronomer specializing in the study of small solar 
system bodies and the history of astronomy. Before coming to Illinois 
Wesleyan as Professor of Physics, Dr. French taught at Wheelock College 
in Boston, the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, and Bates College. 
Dr. French has received grants from NASA, the Research Corporation, 
and the National Science Foundation. Her most recent NSF grant funded 
five student observing trips to a major observatory in Chile and led to 
fifteen peer-reviewed publications. Dr. French is currently writing a book 
about 18th-century astronomers John Goodricke and Edward Pigott. 
She received her B.A. in astronomy from Indiana University and a Ph.D. in 
astronomy from Cornell University, where she began learning the art and 
craft of teaching as Carl Sagan’s teaching assistant. In 2016 Linda French 
was awarded the Kemp Foundation Award for Excellence in Teaching, 
Scholarship, and University Service at Illinois Wesleyan.

Doug Johnson is the executive director of the McLean County Art Center 
and currently serves on the executive board of Arts Alliance Illinois. 
Additionally, he founded and serves as president of the Area Arts Round 
Table (a consortium of McLean County Arts programmers) and is past co-
chair of the Local Arts Network (a statewide group of executive directors 
at cultural institutions). Doug served as the co-chairperson for the 2011 
and 2016 One State Arts Conference, the Program Committee for the Arts 
Alliance Illinois, and as the co-chair 2009 One State Conference Program 
Planning Committee. Doug earned a Master of Fine Arts degree in painting 
from Northern Illinois University.  

Michael Barber, Associate Program Officer, Spencer Foundation 

Dick Folse, Director of Grants and Foundation Relations, 
Illinois Wesleyan University

Amanda Hopkins, Assistant Professor, School of Nursing, 
Illinois Wesleyan University

Linda French, Program Director, National Science Foundation 
and Research Professor in Physics, Illinois Wesleyan University

Doug Johnson, Executive Director, McLean County Art Center 

Deborah Halperin is the Director of the Action Research Center (ARC) at 
Illinois Wesleyan University. ARC facilitates the alignment of university 
resources with community engagement opportunities. Deborah represents 
the university on community-wide coalitions addressing housing, health, 
and civic engagement. Deborah teaches courses in community-based 
research and grant writing. She also oversees action research projects with 
local government, community development organizations, and non-profit 
agencies.
 

Deborah Halperin, Director of the Action Research Center,
Illinois Wesleyan University 

Wendy C. Kooken received an A.A.S. in nursing at Illinois Central College in 
1985.  She earned a B.S.N. in 1999 and a M.S.N. in Nursing Administration 
in 2002 from Bradley University. Her Ph.D. and post doctoral fellowship 
were completed at Indiana University in 2008 and 2011, respectively. 
Dr. Kooken’s research is focused on vulnerable populations and nursing 
education research. She is interested in homelessness, culturally diverse 
populations and safety and quality in in patient care. Other interests 
include creative teaching methods and incorporating the liberal arts into 
nursing curricula, especially as evidenced through interdisciplinary or 
collaborative projects.

Claudia Stokes is Professor and Chair of English at Trinity University in San 
Antonio, TX.  She is the author of The Altar at Home: Sentimental Literature 
and Nineteenth-Century American Religion (University of Pennsylvania 
Press, 2014) and Writers in Retrospect: The Rise of American Literary 
History, 1875-1910 (University of North Carolina Press, 2006).  Her work has 
also appeared, or is forthcoming, in such journals as American Literature, 
American Literary History, ESQ, J19, Legacy, and Studies in American 
Fiction. She is currently writing a book about unoriginality in nineteenth-
century American literature, and her work has been supported by grants 
from the National Endowment of the Humanities, the Houghton Library, 
and the Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History.  She has also served 
on a fellowship review panel for the NEH.

Wendy Kooken, Assistant Professor, School of Nursing,  
Illinois Wesleyan University

Claudia Stokes, Professor and Chair of English, Trinity University 


