
 Allison Henry and Rylie Loux: Let’s Read into It: The Effect of Children’s Liter-
ature Integration on Student Engagement 

 Angela Roman:  Better Questions, Better Learning: Deeper than “Do you get 
it?” 

 Caroline Marchi: Engaging Underrepresented Students in STEM; A Study in 
Casting a Wide Net 

 Christian Rohland: Integration of Storylining within STEAM for Differentiat-
ed Learning  

 Evan White: Morning Meetings for Student Mindfulness and Class Coopera-
tion 

 Maddie Bollinger: Improving Conceptual Understanding with Technology 

 Michael Privet: Creative Community: How Creative Writing Contributes to 
Student Autonomy 

 Rebecca Cauthorn: Arts Integration and Student Engagement 

 Sarah Luce: Learning Styles in the Classroom 

 Sam Soto: Exploring the Impact of Extracurricular Activities on Student Per-
formance and Environment 

 Shiqi Wang: Adaptation for International Students in the United States: Fac-
tors and Implications 

 Danielle Ponsot: Creative Writing in the High School: Drastically Outdated or 
a New Required Class? 

Inquiries into Teaching and Learning: The  Conference That Wasn’t to Be  

One of our favorite events of every 

year is the John Wesley Powell In-

quiries into Teaching and Learning 

conference  each April. At this student 

research conference, we hear about the 

self-study research each of our seniors 

have undertaken over the past academ-

ic year. It is truly a shining moment 

for students and faculty alike, not to 

mention the visitors including princi-

pals, teachers, and family. Alas, this 

year that conference was not to be, but 

we still want to share the important 

and fascinating topics students have 

been researching. Great 

job, seniors! You are now 

officially teacher-scholars 

for social justice! 

In this issue: 
 An Ode to Zoom 

 A new viral video 
(the good kind of 

viral stuff, not the 
bad) 

 Amusing memes 

 An AI Tale of Woe 

 Senior Research 
(in spite of it all) 

 And much, much 
(or at least a 

little bit) more 

 Our Website: 
https://

www.iwu.edu/
educational-

studies/  
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A Whole New World 
It is a little-known fact that teachers, in their natural habitats, are incredibly 

adaptable and flexible, and we here in Ed Studies are no exception. We have 

nearly seamlessly adapted ourselves to this strange new world of remote 

learning. Check us out! We’ve sooooo got this:  

 Professor Nillas had her fantastic students 

flip into cartoon world by creating a class 

picture using Pixton (right). They also ex-

plored Photostory, online simulations, 

Google Earth, and ArcGIS ; 

 Professor Crider and her talented students put their tech to the test by 

creating these virtual field trips (flip flops and sunscreen optional); 

 The reading interns collaborated to share with their cooperating teach-

ers thirty different websites for remote learning;  

 We discovered resources like this video about the Monroe Doctrine, set 

to Beat It by Michael Jackson. (True confessions—some of us didn’t 

know much about the Monroe Doctrine until we watched this video, so 

yeah…); 

 Professor Gray is going for a world speed record in setting up Breakout 

Rooms in Zoom; 

 And the list goes on. We have all mastered some new technologies in 

these recent days. What’s your fav?  

We know that many of you 
were caught by surprise by 
the stay-at-home order, as 
were we. If you’re having 
trouble with wifi at your 
home, we can relate.  
Here’s a link to a map of 
drive-up wifi hotspots in 
Illinois in case you need 
them. Many public libraries 
are leaving their wifi on and 
open.  

Thanks, Libraries! 

Wifi 
Hotspots 

https://www.iwu.edu/educational-studies/
https://www.iwu.edu/educational-studies/
https://www.iwu.edu/educational-studies/
https://www.iwu.edu/educational-studies/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Yy2y0vTv4xwi2psRrjl3qT1_OkYqqSKTYxYZdwztBiM/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1XxZwUzy3ikVCr0DD7JyjobJwCbGXjZproxuwIEYGbfk
https://www.teachertube.com/videos/the-monroe-doctrine-beat-it-parody-489696?utm_source=This%20Week%20on%20TeacherTube&utm_campaign=TeacherTube%20Newsletter%20-%20TeacherTube.com&utm_medium=email&utm_content=3212546&bcid=7cc75d2ee8a6b2d021be19c3207ca989&recip
http://illinois.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=23e8046edd2940bc8ad3ad1725e47cd0


We’re, um, Zooming Right Along!  

Fear not! Your Ed Studies faculty and staff are still hard at work only now 

we’re using Zoom. While it’s not quite the same as hearing corny jokes 

and weird songs in person, it’s better than nothin’. The good news is that 

we’ve transitioned to this new tech pretty adeptly and only once in a 

while have to remind someone to unmute themselves. “No, it’s the 

button on the bottom of the screen. No, not that one. We can’t see you 

now. It’s the other button.”  

OK, if you haven’t already watched 
our own Elementary Ed major Sam 
Munroe’s Coronovirus video at least 
a dozen times, stop right now and 
take a look.  
With true poetic, dramatic, and 
musical talent, Sam captures what 
we’re all thinking: Coronavirus has 
got to go! Our favorite lyrics:  
 Helping us clean, but hurting 

our hearts. 
 The time has come. You gotta’ 

depart.  
Sing it, Sam! You rock! 

AI: Artificial Intelligence or Absolutely Infuriating 
You decide. 

We all know that AI is here to stay. It’s everywhere, doing 
everything. We say a wake word and Voila! We know the 
temperature, the best route to take to get from here to 
Tallahassee, and the distance a snow leopard can jump 
(It’s fifty feet, jsyk—we just asked Alexis). It should come 
as no surprise, then, that AI has also made its way into 
our cars. (Remember those? We used to drive them hith-
er and yon, to and fro before the stay at home order. 
Sigh—good times.) However, not everyone is a fan of AI 
in cars. Take, for instance, our beloved Professor Epstein. 
Apparently, his new car has a face recognition system to 
prevent someone who’s up to shenanigans from stealing 
his car. So far, so good. However, apparently Professor 
Epstein’s facial recognition system doesn’t, well, recog-
nize his face. Imagine—this vehicle you just invested in 
completely refusing to cooperate! I mean, the nerve. 
You’ll be happy to know that, after a few anxious mo-
ments and cajoling, Professor Epstein was finally able to 
get his car to acknowledge and recognize him.  

You can’t make this stuff up, folks! 

An Ode to Zoom 
(A dramatic reading. Ahem…) 
 
When the order came at home to stay, 
We cried! Our students had gone away.  
No more seeing their smiling faces, 
No 8:00 classes; so many disgraces. 
How could we connect with them from afar? 
How could we help them become teaching stars? 
The answer occurred to us, and then we knew: 
The way to go was to fire up Zoom. 
So accounts we created, and we started to chat, 
“Wait, what’s he wearing—a Cardinal’s hat?!” 
“If you’re going to the bathroom, you might hit Mute.” 
“Here’s another math problem. Can you compute?” 
“Can you see my screen now? No? What do you see?” 
“My cat walked across my keyboard. His name’s Cat MaGee.” 
“When you’re in your Breakout Rooms, talk about this.” 
“You’re still muted, Andy. We can’t read your lips.” 
“Are you wearing pants? Cuz it seems like you’re not.” 
“Hold up your answers. Let’s see what you’ve got.” 
“You don’t need your mask on, but thanks anyway.” 
“Does anyone else have something to say?” 
“Thanks for the thumbs up, ‘preciate that.” 
“My wifi is iffy, so I may end up ba...” 
 
So with a whole month of Zoom under our belts, 
It’s safe to say, that we’ve never felt 
So far away and yet so near 
And it’s not ideal, but we’ll persevere. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nrRdUrem-uk&feature=youtu.be

