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Teacher Scholars for Social Justice
Happy Holidays—for Whom?
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Don’t like the snow? Head to Key West.
Apparently, the lowest temperature ever
recorded there was 41 degrees!
No mittens or earmuffs required.

Perhaps you’ve heard some debate about how one should acknowledge various
holidays during everyday interactions. People at times insist that cashiers share a
jolly Merry Christmas around this time of year, while others prefer a Happy Holidays or nothing at all. Regardless of your own personal preferences, as a teacher
scholar for social justice, you are charged with creating an inclusive classroom
that ensures that all students feel welcome and valued. Acknowledging only one
faith’s traditions means that a wide range of other faith traditions are omitted.
While there is much commercial acknowledgement of such Christian holidays as
Christmas, in all reality, faith traditions arise throughout the year, not just in
December. Below are some common faiths and important dates for those faith
traditions. We often talk about diversity in terms of race, socioeconomic status,
or sex and gender, but might we also consider diversity in terms of faith?
Holiday or Observance
Religious Group
Navaratri/Dassehra
Hindu
Muharram (Al Hijrah New Year)
Islamic
*Rosh Hashanah (New Year)
Jewish
*Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement)
Jewish
*Sukkot (Feast of Tabernacles)
Jewish
*Shmini Atzeret
Jewish
*Simchat Torah
Jewish
Diwali
Hindu
Mawlid-al-Nabi (birthday of Mohammad) Islamic
Hanukkah (Chanukah)
Jewish
Christmas Day
Christian
Kwanzaa
Orthodox Christmas
Christian Orthodox
Maha Shivaratri
Hindu
Beginning of Lent
Christian Orthodox
Ash Wednesday
Christian
Purim
Jewish
Holi
Hindu
Ramanavami
Hindu
Passover
Jewish
Good Friday
Christian/Orthodox
Easter
Christian/Orthodox
Beginning of Ramadan
Islamic
Shavuot
Jewish

Dates
Oct. 1-9, 2016
Oct. 2, 2016
Oct. 3-4, 2016
Oct. 12, 2016
Oct. 17-23, 2016
Oct. 24, 2016
Oct. 25, 2016
Oct. 30, 2016
Dec. 11, 2016
Dec. 25, 2016-Jan. 1, 2017
Dec. 25, 2016
Dec. 26-Jan. 1, 2017
Jan. 7, 2017
Feb. 25, 2017
Feb. 27, 2017
March 13-14, 2017
March 12, 2017
March 13-14, 2017
Apr. 5, 2017
Apr. 11-18, 2017
April 14, 2017
April 16, 2017
May 27, 2017 (approx.)
May 31-June 1, 2017

Let’s hear a hip-hip-hooray for this year’s SEA officers:
-Sydney Seeman-President
-Emma Lewis-Vice President
-Amber Stringer-Secretary
-Emma Hanzelin & Ali Hurth– Social Co-Chairs
-Natalie Fletcher & Ellie Ayala- Service Co-Chairs

Cookies &
Hot Cocoa
Finals are approaching, and you
know what that means, right? No—
not headaches, panic, and stress.
We’re talking about our annual
Cookies and Hot Cocoa Extravaganza! Soon, Ed Studies faculty will bust
out the cookie sheets and prepare a
host of delicious confections for our
beloved students, just in time to
stave off those Finals Week Blues.
Stop by the Ed Studies Commons
area on Monday, December 12
(Reading Day) from 4:00 to 5:30 for
a toasty cup of hot cocoa and a tasty
treat. (Disclaimer: Some Ed Studies
faculty don’t—um—cook, so some of
the confections may look remarkably
similar to Nutter Butters or Oreos,
but it’s the thought that counts,
right?)
Take a break from reading, writing,
and studying and have a tasty treat
on us! Mark you calendars now—you
don’t want to miss this! All the hip
Ed Studies students will be there!

Monday, December 12

Our IWU Student Education Association has lots of awesome events
planned for this year. Be sure to attend the next meeting on Tuesday,
December 6 at 7:00 PM in SFH001! Coming soon—a student
teacher panel! You don’t want to miss it! So much wisdom to share!

4:00-5:30

Being Exceptional in Our Community
February 1, 2017, 11:00—1:00
Hansen Student Center
Did you realize that the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)
has been in effect for a mere 26 years? It’s hard to imagine, isn’t
it? No doubt, you learned about ADA and much, much more in
EDU 257 or MUS 250. But the concepts in those courses are too
important to keep to ourselves. Thus, in an effort to create an
avenue for sharing with the wider campus community what
we’ve all learned about disabilities and social justice, some dedicated Ed Studies students have been working diligently to create
the first ever Being Exceptional in Our Community event. This
event will feature a range of presentations that raise awareness
about disabilities and educate our IWU community—your classmates and professors across campus. If you would like to present at the Being Exceptional in Our Community event, contact Amber Stringer (astringe@iwu.edu), Sydney Seeman
(sseeman@iwu.edu), or Emma Lewis (elewis1@iwu.edu). In the
meantime, add this important event to your calendar!
Corny Jokes for One and All (with our sincerest apologies!)
Q: What did 0 say to 8?
A: Nice belt! (Get it? Because 8 looks like it’s wear a belt. . .)
Q: Why couldn’t the pony sing himself a lullaby?
A: He was a little hoarse. (hee, hee)
Q: What musical instrument is found in the bathroom?
A: A tuba toothpaste. (Wow—really sorry about that one)

Aaaaand the Winner Is—
Everyone!
Everyone who entered, that is. The previous
newsletter asked readers to tell why James Hugh
Barger and Hannah I. Shur are significant to
IWU. A measly four people entered the contest,
all of whom were correct! So what the heck—
let’s give them all a prize, right? Alexis Obert,
Macie Gillis, Libby Hart, and Shelby Weier—
stop by CLA 316 to pick up your mystery prize!
Oh, and James (1853) was the first IWU grad to
receive a diploma (Way to go, James!), and
Hannah (1872) was the first woman graduate.
(Go, Hannah! Go, Hannah!)

Your Voice
We talk a lot in Ed Studies about social justice
and how it intersects with education. We’re
curious—what social justice issue is especially
important to you? Send an email to Pennie Gray
(pgray1@iwu.edu) telling her what social justice
issue is most important to you and why. She will
compile the responses and send them out in our
next newsletter. Let your voice be heard!

Be 1 of 100!

Just for giggles:
Got a funny meme for this image?
Send submissions to
pgray1@iwu.edu. The winner will
appear in the next newsletter!

The Election

On Monday, Dec. 5, 7:00 AM, join SEA and other Ed Studies
students and faculty at Parkside Elementary School for the 100
Caring Adults event. We will line the hallways and cheer on the
unsuspecting students at Parkside, wishing them continued
success in school. It’s as easy as showing up! Contact Natalie
Fletcher (nfletche@iwu.edu) for more info!

Shocking. Surprising. Contentious. These are just some of the words used to describe our most recent presidential election. Teachers have an obligation to remain even-handed and fair in the classroom,
but there is no doubt that the results of the 2016 election have generated a wide range of reactions
from all quarters. Not sure how to navigate the sometimes tricky waters of current events with elementary or high school students? Check out this article from NEA entitled Talking to Students about the
Election. Here’s the good news—you have nearly four years to prepare for the next round of classroom
conversations about a presidential election—and it just may take that long to get ready!
Disclaimer: The Ed Studies
department does not in any
way condone the practice of
placing fruit peels on the
heads of small housecats.

Apparently, in 1988, a scientist found two
identical snow crystals. They came from
.
a storm in Wisconsin. Snow myth shattered: Apparently there are two snowflakes that are exactly alike—very sad!
(Source: http://mentalfloss.com/article/61089/15
-incredibly-cool-facts-about-snow)
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