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ELEMENTARY SOCIAL SCIENCE CONTENT STANDARDS 
 

ISBE 23 Illinois Administrative Code 25.97 Subtitle A Subchapter b 
Section 25.97 Endorsement for Elementary Education (Grades 1 through 6) 

 
b) Each candidate for an endorsement in elementary education shall complete coursework that 

address at least four areas of the social sciences (i.e., history, geography, civics and 
government, and economics of Illinois, the United States and the world);  

 
 

23 Illinois Administrative Code Ch. I, S. 26.350 Subtitle A Subchapter b 
Section 26.350 Curriculum: Social Science 

 
The competent elementary teacher understands the interrelationships among the social sciences; uses 
concepts and modes of inquiry appropriate to history, geography, economics, political science, 
sociology, anthropology, psychology, and archaeology; and promotes all students' ability to make 
informed decisions as citizens of a culturally diverse, democratic society and interdependent world.  
 
a) Knowledge Indicators – The competent elementary teacher:  

1) understands the rights and responsibilities of citizenship in the United States and the skills, 
knowledge, and attitudes necessary for successful participation in civic life.  
2) understands the interrelationships of economic and political principles, concepts, and systems 
and their relationship to historical and contemporary developments in Illinois, the United States, 
and the world.  
3) understands from multiple perspectives the significant eras, themes, developments, and turning 
points in the history of Illinois, the United States, and the world.  
4) understands the interrelationships between people and their environment.  
5) understands geographic concepts and phenomena and their impact on Illinois, the United States, 
and the world.  
6) understands concepts related to the structure and organization of human societies and 
processes of socialization and social interaction.  
7) understands the implications of cultural heritage and diversity, as well as cohesion, within and 
across groups.  

 
b) Performance Indicators – The competent elementary teacher:  

1) demonstrates proficiency in the principles of social science.  
2) uses history and modes of inquiry to make informed decisions.  
3) uses literature for children and young adults to support learning in the social sciences.  
4) uses social science processes, skills, and concepts (e.g., gathering, organizing, mapping, 
interpreting, and analyzing information).  
5) models and teaches the rights and responsibilities of citizenship in a democratic society.  
6) selects and uses a wide range of instructional resources and technologies to support learning in 
the social sciences. 
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Standard 2.4 Social studies—Candidates know, understand, and use the major concepts and 
modes of inquiry from the social studies—the integrated study of history, geography, the social 
sciences, and other related areas —to promote elementary students’ abilities to make informed 
decisions as citizens of a culturally diverse democratic society and interdependent world; 
 
Supporting explanation 
The social studies include history, geography, the social sciences (such as anthropology, 
archaeology, economics, political science, psychology, and sociology) and other related areas (such 
as humanities, law, philosophy, religion, mathematics, science and technology).  Candidates are 
able to use knowledge, skills, and dispositions from social studies to organize and provide 
integrated instruction in grades K-6 for the study of major themes, concepts and modes of inquiry 
drawn from academic fields that address:  

(1) culture;  
(2) time, continuity, and change;  
(3) people, places, and environment;  
(4) individual development and identity;  
(5) individuals, groups, and institutions;  
(6) power, governance, and authority;  
(7) production, distribution, and consumption;  
(8) science, technology, and society;  
(9) global connections; and  
(10) civic ideals and practices.  

 
Candidates use their knowledge of social studies to help students learn about academic fields of 
knowledge, as well as major themes that integrate knowledge across academic fields.  They 
develop experiences to help elementary students learn about the historical development of 
democratic values; the basic principles of government and citizenship in a democratic republic; the 
past, present, and future; spatial relations; the development of nations, institutions, economic 
systems, culture, and cultural diversity; the influences of belief systems; and the humanities.  
Candidates are able to help students read, write, listen, discuss, speak, and research to build 
background knowledge; examine a variety of sources (e.g., primary and secondary sources, maps, 
statistical data, and electronic technology-based information); acquire and manipulate data; 
analyze points of view; formulate well-supported oral and written arguments, policies, and 
positions; construct new knowledge and apply knowledge in new settings.  They use formative and 
summative assessments in planning and implementing instruction. 
 
 

 


