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Educational Studies 255: Child Study and Assessment 
 
Your field experience is integral to your education as a teacher-scholar for social justice and/or your 
goals as an interdisciplinary major or minor in Educational Studies.  Everyone will engage in participant-
observation at the field site.  Please note that the field placement for this course will differ significantly 
from that of 225. This field placement will require you to interpret your field experience in new ways 
and to develop a close, mentoring relationship with one or two students at your field site.  Your field 
experience is an opportunity for you to apply knowledge and theory about student development and 
learning to practice, develop competence in your interactions with students, and demonstrate your 
resourcefulness and professionalism.   
 
Carefully study the requirements outlined here as you will be held responsible for adhering to them.  In 
addition, you must study and adhere to the field requirements posted to the Educational Studies 
website (https://www.iwu.edu/edstudies/teachers/).  Failure to do so may have serious consequences. 
 
Required Hours 
This course requires a specified minimum number of 20 hours over the term- a minimum of two to three 
hours each week.  Specifically, you will spend a minimum of two forty-five minute sessions with your 
students each week and an additional six to ten hours over the course of the semester in classroom 
shadowing.  However, you must have the consent of the classroom teacher at least twenty-four hours 
prior to your anticipated shadowing time.  Please email the classroom teacher asking for permission to 
shadow the students. See the sample email on Moodle for guidance in writing these professional 
communications. If you are going to shadow the students in the classroom, you should first let the 
students know of your plans and clarify why you are in the classroom. I suggest that you tell the student 
that you are in the classroom to better understand how particular classrooms work and to understand 
how the student works within that classroom environment. You may want to clarify with the student 
whether you should acknowledge the student when you enter the classroom. Ideally, you will sit in an 
unobtrusive place and take copious notes during the shadowing session, but if the student wants you to 
sit near him/her, you may do so and then complete your field notes after the shadowing session.  While 
you are permitted to take field notes while at the school, photographs and audio or video recording is 
prohibited. 
 
You will attend your field placement site until the last day of classes at IWU, regardless of the number of 
hours accumulated, as school personnel – and more importantly, your students – are counting on your 
participation for the entire semester. 
 
Absences   
Adhere to the policy in the Field Requirements document.  When rare circumstances make it impossible 
to be punctual, call the school. Be sure your message is communicated clearly and to the right person, 
including the students. Contact school personnel.  Contact information will be shared with you by your 
professor or the Director of Field Placement.  If you must miss a session (for emergencies and serious 
illness only), e‐mail your professor and school personnel indicating the reason for your absence. For 
those placed at Bent School, also email your cooperating teacher. If you know ahead of time that you 
will miss a session, be sure to let your professor, the cooperating teacher, and your students know well 
in advance of the time you are expected at the school so that accommodations can be made. 
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One unexcused absence from the field will lower your final course grade one degree (e.g., from an A to 
an A-), two unexcused absences from the field will lower your final course grade one full grade (e.g., 
from a B to a C), and three or more unexcused absences may result in a failing grade in the course. 
Additionally, any unexcused absences will result in the filing of a Student Concern Report that must be 
resolved before continuing in the program. In short, take this responsibility very seriously. 
 
Security Protocol /Sign in 
Each school may have different protocols for visitors in the building. Specific information will be 
discussed in class, but as a general rule, when you arrive at the school press the buzzer at the front 
entrance; show your ID and announce that you are an IWU student; the door will unlock and you may 
sign in.  
 

Bloomington High School: You may check in at the front podium and then sign in at the 
reception desk in the office. You may also need to sign in at the library as well. In short, sign in 
any time you are asked to do so. There are designated sign-in sheets for mentors in the Titan 
Raider Mentoring program in the office. After signing in, go to the library to meet with the 
students. You must work with students in a visible, trafficked area only. Never work with a 
student alone in a classroom or in a room with a closed door. 

 
Bent Elementary School: Because Bent does not have a parking lot, parking is limited to the side 
streets surrounding the school. Therefore, it may be in your best interest to walk to and from 
Bent, a walk that is only 3.5 blocks from Ames Library. Once you arrive at Bent, press the buzzer 
to be admitted. Sign in at the office on the left and proceed to your classroom. You must work 
with students in a visible, trafficked area only. Never work with a student alone in a classroom 
or in a room with a closed door. 

 
Interacting with students 
Let the teachers know if students are misbehaving so that they may talk to the students and make sure 
they are getting what they need from the program. Sometimes students need to be removed from the 
program. Please do not hesitate to report problematic behavior. These protocols have been established 
for your own protection, for the benefit of all students, and to ensure that no problems arise which may 
endanger the program. If you have concerns about working with the students, please speak with school 
personnel.  Do not wait to express your concerns. 
 
Evaluation of Field Performance 
Your field performance will be evaluated by school personnel at the end of the semester.  You may 
review the evaluation criteria on the Educational Studies website 
(https://www.iwu.edu/edstudies/teachers/).  You will be sent a copy of the completed evaluation form 
when you return to campus next semester. 
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