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Course Specific Field Experience Requirements 

 
Educational Studies 225 

Education and Social Justice 
 

Your field experience is integral to your education as a teacher-scholar for social justice and/or your 
goals as an interdisciplinary major or minor in Educational Studies.  The goal of the Educ 225 field 
experience is for you to (1) connect what you learn in the field to the educational issues you study in 
class and (2) begin to demonstrate the professional dispositions expected of candidates for teaching 
certification.  Specific goals aligned with the Illinois Professional Teaching Standards, which all 
candidates must demonstrate proficiency, are noted on your course syllabus. Carefully study the 
requirements outlined here as you will be held responsible for adhering to them.  In addition, you must 
study and adhere to the field requirements posted to the Educational Studies website 
(https://www.iwu.edu/edstudies/teachers/).  Failure to do so may have serious consequences. 
 
Placement 
 

Your placement this semester is at Bloomington Junior High School. The Bloomington public school 
district is urban, serving approximately 6000 students from diverse economic, racial, ethnic, and cultural 
backgrounds.  Enrolling in Educ 225 constitutes a commitment to BJHS students and teachers.  The 
importance of your dependability cannot be overstated-- for your own success in this class and to 
establish professional relationships with BJHS teachers and students. 
 

Refer to the field placement roster for your supervising teacher’s name, team, and room number. Your 
work at BJHS will be determined by the teacher with whom you have been matched.  It is likely to 
involve some classroom observation time and working with students in small groups and one-on-one.  
Attend carefully to the instructions you receive during site orientation and each time you are at the 
school. Be sure to ask questions when you are uncertain as to what to do. 
 
Required Hours 
 

A minimum number of 20 hours in the field is required over the term – about 2-3 hours a week.  Regard 
your field hours as an academic commitment that takes priority over all extracurricular activities and 
employment. Attend your field placement site until the last day of classes, regardless of the number 
of hours accumulated, as school personnel and students are counting on your participation for the 
entire semester.  The district calendar indicating days when the school is closed is located at 
http://www.district87.org/yearlycalendar.php.  Also be alert to school closings for snow or severe 
weather. 
 
Site Orientation 
 

You must attend the site orientation at BJHS during one of your regularly scheduled class sessions.  The 
date of the orientation will be noted in your Ed 225 course calendar.  You will be expected to arrange 
carpools to arrive at the school on time, following the guidelines for parking detailed elsewhere in this 
document. When you arrive at the school, wait in the lobby area for your professor and your school 
guide, Head Counselor Diane Gallucci. 
 

PRIOR to the site orientation, learn about BJHS by reviewing the school website links listed below:  The 
BJHS school website:  http://www.district87.org/bjhs/.   Take the BJHS virtual tour by selecting the link in 
the right column and then when the page opens, selecting one of the viewing options.  Explore the team 
websites of the teachers with whom you will be working by selecting “Team Links” in the right column of 

http://www.district87.org/yearlycalendar.php
http://www.district87.org/bjhs/
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the BJHS home page. Your teacher and team are noted on the field placement roster. 
 
Study the BJHS Student Handbook.  Knowing the school rules for students will help you in your role as a 
model and facilitator of successful school behaviors and guide you when you have questions about how 
to respond to student behavior. Locate the handbook by selecting it from the drop down menu in the 
upper right site map link on the BJHS home page.  You will need a pdf reader to open the document. 
 

The advance preview of these sites and documents will prepare you for the BJHS site orientation, which 
is designed to further introduce you to the school, its structure and organization, and rules and 
procedures. We want you to feel comfortable at the school, so take advantage of the site orientation to 
ask questions. 
 

BJHS staff members have gone out of their way to plan and lead you through this orientation.  Failure to 
attend the site orientation may result in your having to drop the course. 
 
Transportation and Parking 
 

If you need directions to the school, please reference on-line maps or the map on the wall outside CLA 
144. BJHS is within walking distance to IWU, but you may wish to carpool with other students. BJHS is 
also on the city bus line. Lack of transportation is not a valid reason for being absent from the field. Plan 
ahead and walk to the school if you must. 
 

If you drive your own car, keep in mind that school parking resources are limited and reserved for school 
faculty and staff. Park on one of the side streets by the school, or in the lot behind (south of) the school. 
Park in designated parking spaces only! Failure to do so interferes with transportation for students and 
teachers, as well as compromises access to the school by emergency vehicles. Cars that are not parked in 
areas designated for parking will be towed at your expense.  
 
BJHS Security Protocol /Sign in 
 

When you arrive at the school (except for the 8am classes when doors are open), press the buzzer at the 
front entrance; show your ID and announce that you are an IWU student; the door will unlock and you 
may proceed to the front podium to sign in. You must sign in and out with the monitor at the front 
entrance each time you are at the school. Do not sign out at the same time you sign in. Sign out only 
upon actual departure. Never sign in for another student. There are sometimes circumstances when 
BJHS personnel may need to know if you are in the building and failing to follow this protocol can be very 
problematic. If it is discovered that a false signature is detected on the sign-in, sign-out sheet, all 
persons involved in the deception will have their future status in the Teacher Education Program 
severely compromised. 
 

Purchase an IWU lanyard and ID sleeve from the IWU bookstore.  Put your IWU ID card in the sleeve of 
the badge. Always wear your IWU ID lanyard with your IWU ID card when at the school. You will not 
be admitted to the school, or will be asked to leave the school, if you are not wearing your ID. Adhere 
to these protocols when you attend the site orientation and thereafter. 
 
Communication with School Personnel  
 

Your primary school contact is the supervising teacher whose name and email address is indicated on 
the placement roster.   Address your cooperating teacher as Mr. or Ms. [last name], unless asked by him 
or her to do otherwise. 
 

Partnership coordinator Ms. Diane Gallucci (Gallucccid@district87.org) is another contact person at 

mailto:Gallucccid@district87.org
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BJHS. Limit your interactions at the school to members of your team and Ms. Gallucci. Do not contact 
other school personnel without permission from your professor or Ms. Gallucci. If you have questions 
about your work with students, talk with your supervising teacher. As the school day is usually hectic for 
everyone, teachers may prefer that you email them. BJHS teachers want to be supportive, but 
remember that they can’t know what help you need unless you communicate with them. After school is 
NOT a good time to communicate with BJHS teachers. 
 
Your Classroom Responsibilities 
 

BJHS teachers have been told that you will be spending the first few days observing and learning the 
routines and culture of the classroom. After that, teachers are likely to ask you to help out by working 
with individual and small groups of students and other teaching-related tasks. When a teacher asks you 
to help in the classroom, you must comply; assisting the teacher is a valuable learning experience. 
 

Be a willing and enthusiastic participant!  Be sure to ask the teacher how you can help out. While you 
can learn a lot from observation, the goal is to have you actively involved in the classroom. Clarify any 
questions about your classroom roles or responsibilities with your cooperating teacher on an ongoing 
basis. 
 

While you are permitted to take field notes while at the school,  
photographs and audio or video recording is prohibited. 

 
Field Performance Evaluation 
At the end of the semester, BJHS teachers will evaluate your field performance as a way of providing you 
with developmental feedback. You will be provided a copy of your evaluation. 
 
Mandated Reporting Training 
 

You are required to complete the online DCFS training course for mandated reporters prior to beginning 
your field work.  You may access the course at  https://www.dcfstraining.org/manrep/index.jsp. The 
training is self-directed and takes about 60–90 minutes to complete. Be sure to print both the certificate 
of completion and acknowledgment statement to sign before logging off. Turn both documents into 
your professor, who will then turn them into the Educational Studies office.   Failure to complete the 
course and turn in the documents by the deadline noted in the Educ 225 course calendar will result in 
prohibition from the field site, which may have serious consequences for your success in the course. 
 

You may also be asked to complete a background check for which you will be charged a fee.  
 
Evaluation of Field Performance 
Your field performance will be evaluated by school personnel at the end of the semester.  You may 
review the evaluation criteria on the Educational Studies website 
(https://www.iwu.edu/edstudies/teachers/).  You will be sent a copy of the completed evaluation form 
when you return to campus next semester. 

 
QUESTIONS? 

Ask your professor, your BJHS supervising teacher, or the Director of Field Placement, Jen Crider. 
Our goal is to support you through your first field experience. 

https://www.dcfstraining.org/manrep/index.jsp
https://www.iwu.edu/edstudies/teachers/

