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Educational Studies 360 and 365 

Spring and May Term 
 

Your field experience is integral to your education as a teacher-scholar for social justice.  The goal of the 
upper level spring field experience is for you to (1) connect what you learn about content curriculum and 
pedagogy and assessment of student learning to the classroom (2) demonstrate your instructional 
planning, delivery and assessment skills, and create a positive learning environment when you are in a 
position of instructional authority.  Field performance expectations increase during the spring term, as 
you must demonstrate your readiness for student teaching by the end of the semester.   
 
Study the requirements outlined here as you will be held responsible for adhering to them.  In addition, 
carefully review the updated field requirements for all students document posted to the Educational 
Studies website (https://www.iwu.edu/edstudies/teachers/).  Failure to adhere to field requirements 
may have serious consequences.   
 
Your cooperating teacher also will have a copy of this document and the field requirements for all 
students.  If issues or questions arise during the placement, you must immediately notify your 
professors and/or the Director of Field Placement, Professor Crider. 
 
Required Semester Hours   
Spring Term 

 A minimum of 40-45 hours in the cooperating teacher’s classroom is required,   
about four hours per week in the classroom.  Do not exceed eight hours a week without the 
permission of your cooperating teacher, course instructors, and the Director of Field Placement, 
Professor Crider. 

 
May Term 

 A minimum of 15-20 hours in the cooperating teacher’s classroom is required during morning hours.   

 By the end of May, you should have accumulated 100 field hours across all your courses. 
 
Attend your field placement site until the last week of classes both Spring and May Term, regardless of 
the number of hours accumulated, as school personnel and students are counting on your participation 
from January through May.   
 
Scheduling your field hours  

 Once you have been instructed to do so, please contact your cooperating teacher via email to arrange your 
field hours.  Be certain to compose this email using a professional tone, and ensure that the email is free of 
grammatical errors.  When scheduling, you must defer to the cooperating teacher’s preferences, working 
around your class schedule (extra-curricular activities and work study should be scheduled after your field 
hours are set.)  Keep in mind that over the term you may need to adjust your hours to gain experience with 
different sections of a course or different courses in your cooperating teacher’s daily schedule.   
 

Teaching Lessons 

 You will teach at least three lessons in the secondary classroom.  You must coordinate with your 
cooperating teacher on the content and timing of these lessons.  

 At least one of these lessons will be observed by your professor.  
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 Follow the lesson plan template provided by your course professor, but consult with your 
cooperating teacher regarding any additional requirements.  You must present your completed 
lesson plan to your cooperating teacher at least forty-eight hours prior to instruction. Your 
cooperating teacher must feel confident giving his or her students to you to teach, and one of the 
best ways to build this confidence is by providing the cooperating teacher with thorough lesson 
plans well in advance of instruction. 

 You will also facilitate and/or plan small group lessons at the direction of your cooperating teacher.   
 
Evaluation 

 Cooperating teachers will evaluate your field performance at the end of the semester.  You may 
review the evaluation criteria on the Educational Studies website 
(https://www.iwu.edu/edstudies/teachers/).  You will be sent a copy of the completed evaluation 
form when you return to campus next semester.  Both your academic and field performance will be 
reviewed at the end of May term to determine eligibility for student teaching. 
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