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Course Specific Field Experience Requirements 

 
Educational Studies 260:  Middle School Philosophy 

 

Your field experience is integral to your education as a teacher-scholar for social justice.  The goal of the 
middle school field experience is for you, as an informed observer, to critically and deeply examine how 
theory and practice merge with respect to middle school philosophy and collaboration and authentic 
teaching methods appropriate to young adolescents.  Throughout your field experience, you are 
expected to become an active, engaged member of the classroom. This means getting to know students 
names and personalities, interacting with students and teachers during lessons, and working with 
individuals and small groups.  
 
Study the requirements outlined here as you will be held responsible for adhering to them.  In addition, 
carefully review the updated field requirements for all students document posted to the Educational 
Studies website (https://www.iwu.edu/edstudies/teachers/ ).  Failure to adhere to field requirements 
may have serious consequences up to and potentially including failure of the course.   
 
Your cooperating teacher also will have a copy of this document and the field requirements for all 
students.  If issues or questions arise during the placement, you must immediately notify your professor 
and/or the Director of Field Placement, Professor Crider. 
 
Required Field Experience Hours   

 A minimum of 20 hours in the cooperating teacher’s classroom is required.  At least ½ of your hours 
must be with middle school students. Field hours may also include opportunities to sit in on team 
meetings or planning periods with teachers as well as non-classroom sites in the building (e.g., 
cafeteria).  

 Attend your field placement site until the last day of classes, regardless of the number of hours 
accumulated, as school personnel and students are counting on your participation for the entire 
semester.   

 The 20 hours translates to about two-three hours per week in the classroom.  Do not exceed eight 
hours a week without the permission of your cooperating teacher, course instructor, and the 
Director of Field Placement, Professor Crider. 

 
Scheduling your field experience hours  

 Once you have been instructed to do so, please contact your cooperating teacher via email to 
arrange your field hours.  Be certain to compose this email using a professional tone, and ensure 
that the email is free of grammatical errors.  When scheduling, you must defer to the cooperating 
teacher’s preferences, working around your class schedule.  (Extra-curricular activities and work 
study should be scheduled after your field hours are set.)   

 
Teaching Lessons 

 For this class, you are strongly encouraged to teach a lesson, at the discretion of your cooperating 
teacher. 

 If your cooperating teacher decides you may teach a lesson, follow the lesson plan template 
provided by your course professor, but consult with your cooperating teacher regarding any 
additional requirements.  You must present your completed lesson plan to your cooperating teacher 
at least forty-eight hours prior to instruction. Your cooperating teacher must feel confident giving 
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his or her students to you to teach, and one of the best ways to build this confidence is by providing 
the cooperating teacher with thorough lesson plans well in advance of instruction. 
 

Evaluation 

 A signed copy of the Field Experience Log is to be turned in by the date noted in the course calendar. 
Failure to do so will result in the lowering of the final grade by two letters. 

 Cooperating teachers will evaluate your field performance at the end of the semester.  You may 
review the evaluation criteria on the Educational Studies website 
(https://www.iwu.edu/edstudies/teachers/).  You will be sent a copy of the completed evaluation 
form when you return to campus next semester.  Both your academic and field performance will be 
reviewed at the end of the term to determine eligibility for future semester coursework and field 
placement, and/or licensure. 
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