
TEP APPLICATION ESSAY INFORMATION 
 

Prompt:  Through your coursework in EDU 225 and 2551 you have learned of the many challenges 
faced by teacher scholars for social justice (e.g., the influence of race, culture, ethnicity, language, 
gender, sexuality, ability, socio-economic class).  Identify and discuss your understandings of three 
specific challenges of teaching for social justice.  Support your discussion by drawing on and citing at 
least two course readings from EDU 225 and/or 255.2  Then discuss the ways in which you have 
demonstrated reflection, resourcefulness, and responsiveness thus far in your professional course and 
field work that are indicative of your readiness to commit to teaching for social justice.  Provide 
specific examples of both the challenges and the three TEP dispositions; you may choose to integrate 
your discussion of challenges and dispositions.   
 
As you write your essay, adhere to the following guidelines: 
 
 Be sure you clearly respond to the prompt above.  The essay should be no more than two pages 

of single-spaced text (11 or 12 font) with one-inch margins all around.  
 The essay is not a retelling of the TEP Mission; rather, it is a recasting of the TEP framework 

through the lens of your own reflection and experience in your own words. Draw on examples 
from your course and field work that illuminate the challenges of teaching for social justice and 
that speak to the expected dispositions of TEP candidates.  Be specific when introducing the 
challenges you will address in your essay. 

 Faculty will view the essay as one indication of your seriousness of purpose regarding a career 
in education. To submit an essay that is poorly written or that contains grammatical errors 
implies that you are not ready to take the next professional step into upper level TEP course 
and field work. Therefore, we recommend highly that you revise and proofread your essay 
multiple times. Ask someone to read your essay aloud verbatim as you listen carefully to what 
you have written. Ask yourself if what you have written is what you intended to say.  Consult 
with a Writing Center tutor prior to submitting your essay. Your essay should be free of errors 
and well organized.  

 The essay represents your ability to write professionally. While you should write this essay in 
the first person, be certain to use a formal tone. Provide illustrative examples and support from 
course readings, and communicate your ideas clearly and concisely. When drawing from course 
readings, be certain to cite the readings correctly. 

 While many undergraduates enter the field of education because of influential teachers in their 
past, please refrain from sharing your own stories of these inspiring teachers. We acknowledge 
the influential role many of your former teachers have played, but we want to learn about you 
as a future educator. We do not want to know why you are considering a career in education; 
we want to know whether you understand the task before you as an educator. 

 We assume you enjoy working with children and youth if you want to be a teacher; therefore, it 
is not necessary to elaborate on this fact. Instead, focus on your own emerging understanding of 
what it means to be a teacher scholar for social justice and what strengths or dispositions you 
have demonstrated and will bring to meet those challenges. 

 Speak to what you have learned and demonstrated, not what you intend to do in the future.  
Your acceptance into the TEP depends on your performance and understandings up to this 
point – for example, you are not expected to know how to develop and teach curriculum.  The 
audience for this essay is the professional education faculty. After reading your essay we should 
be able to confidently admit you into the program, assured that you will be a strong addition to 

                                                           
1 And in some cases, Educ 257. 
2 You also may draw upon Educ 257. 



classrooms within the community during your fieldwork and student teaching experiences. 
     
 
 Save your essay in WORD, labeling the document: “Last Name_First _sp16_TEPessay” 
 The essay should be no more than two pages of single-spaced text (11 or 12 font) with one-

inch margins all around.  
 Consult a writing center tutor prior to submitting your essay. 
 Submit your essay as an email attachment to edstudy@iwu.edu  
 Do not submit a paper copy.  
 

Assessment 
Your application essay will be assessed according to 

 the depth, comprehensiveness, and accuracy of your understandings of the challenges faced 
by teacher-scholars for social justice, and the extent to which your essay indicates a 
commitment to social justice; 

 whether or not you have accurately cited references from Educ 225 and 2553 
 the quality of your examples of the ways in which you have demonstrated reflection, 

resourcefulness, and responsiveness thus far in your professional education course and 
field work; and 

 the quality of writing:  clarity of expression, organization, and degree of errors in word 
choice, phrasing or syntax, spelling, and semantics. 

 
Problematic essays will be addressed during the admission interview.  If necessary, you will be 
required to rewrite the essay until you achieve a satisfactory review.   
 
The essay is one of several measures of your eligibility for acceptance into the Teacher Education 
Program.  Candidates must meet all other entrance requirements detailed in the Teacher Education 
Handbook. 
 

                                                           
3 You also may draw from Educ 257. 
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