
As many of you are aware, the IWU Teacher Edu-
cation Program has been a model of excellence 
for many years. We were the first licensure pro-
gram in the Central Illinois area to strongly en-
courage and often require all students to com-
plete intensive clinical experiences in a single set-
ting tied directly to their student teaching during 
the spring and then fall of their junior and senior 
years. We were the first program to require inten-
sive scholarly reflection after completion of one’s 
student teaching, leading to a public presentation 
of their work at a research conference, and have 
been one of a few programs to offer all candi-
dates the opportunity to student teach in Chicago 
public schools. More recently, we have estab-
lished a unique partnership with the John F. Ken-
nedy Middle School in Queretaro, Mexico that 
allows our students to work with experienced 
teachers who are conversant with the Interna-
tional Baccalaureate curriculum. We feel proud of 
our ability to work with some extremely talented 
individuals who will be the educational leaders of 
the future.  

For over two decades, the Illinois Wesleyan Uni-
versity Teacher Education Program has been com-
mitted to preparing candidates who want to enter 
the profession in order to make a difference in 
children’s lives as reiterated through our social 
justice mission. Your assistance in helping under-
graduates assume the professional responsibilities 
that will allow them to contribute to such needed 
educational reform is invaluable, and it is in part 
because of your efforts, that we have been able to 
be so successful. 

 This spring, three of our current student teach-
ers, Amber Stringer, Sydney Seeman, and Emma 
Lewis, coordinated a campus wide symposium, 
“Being Exceptional in Our Community,” which 
aimed to advocate for and raise awareness of 
the rights of people with disabilities. Additional 
student teachers, including Cassandra Leish-
man, Claudia McGee-Morales, Sarah O’Rourke, 
Shelby Weier, and Emma Hanzelin presented at 
this symposium on topics such as the inclusion 

of students with disabilities in sports and teachers’ 
perspectives on inclusion. 

 Brian Yager completed a summer internship with 
the West Bloomington Revitalization Project. This is 
the second summer in a row where Brian has pur-
sued a non-profit internship experience assisting 
children. In the summer of 2016, he worked with 
MarcFirst, an organization which advocates for and 
connects people with disabilities to the local com-
munity.  

 Yesenia Martinez Calderon became the third IWU 
student to participate in our exchange internship 
program with the John F. Kennedy School of 
Queretaro, Mexico. Her blog can be accessed at: 
www.facebook.com/martinezye104.  

 Linh Le became the first Educational Studies student 
to receive a Freeman Foundation internship and 
work with EarthRights International, an NGO locat-
ed in Cheng Mai, Thailand. Her blog can be accessed 
at:  
https://wheninchiangmai.wordpress.com.  

 We celebrated our 10th Annual Inquiries into Teach-
ing and Learning Research Conference last April. Our 
students’ capstone research projects published via 
Digital Commons are included in the top ten most 
downloaded IWU undergraduate research projects 
since 2008. We also conducted our first Annual Stu-
dent Teaching Symposium. Our next symposium is 
scheduled for January 2018. 

 For the second year in a row, all of our students 
passed their Educational Teacher Performance As-
sessment (edTPA) on their first try. 

 Professor Leah Nillas has been working with some 
of our alumni in revising their classroom research 
projects for publication in national and international 
education journals. She is also collaborating with 
Professor Stephanie Davis-Kahl in setting up our 
online undergraduate research journal where stu-
dents’ peer reviewed self-study research work will 
be published. KDP officers (Kappa Theta Chapter) 
and some alumni will be involved as manuscript re-
viewers and/or student editors in this effort. 

 Dr. Maggie Evans in coordination with Educational 
Studies students Yesenia Martinez Calderon and 
Maxwell Crowninshield, has started a new project 
looking at how teachers and schools respond to the 
needs of students living in poverty. They aim to high-
light how educators creatively and resourcefully 
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Teacher Performance Assessment 

As you most likely know, all student teachers in Illinois 
must complete the edTPA (Educational Teacher Perfor-
mance Assessment) in order to be licensed. This port-
folio assessment requires student teachers to articu-
late in writing their thought process as they plan a se-
ries of lessons and then videotape the implementation 
of those lessons. Following the lessons, student teach-
ers must analyze student data to determine how well 
students understood the content and then reteach the 
content to students who did not understand it during 
the initial lessons. Student teachers document their 
findings through a series of written tasks. This entire 
portfolio is then submitted to an outside company for 
assessment.  

All student teachers will distribute to parents and 
guardians a letter explaining the edTPA and asking for 
permission to include students in the videotaping. Stu-
dent teachers will also seek parent and guardian per-
mission to use student work to analyze the effective-
ness of their teaching.   

As a cooperating teacher, we appreciate your support 
of the student teachers as they complete this exten-
sive portfolio. Specific support might involve the fol-
lowing: talking through the lessons with the student 
teacher; collaborating to identify specific needs of stu-
dents; and assisting with videotaping of the lessons. 
Because cooperating teachers and university person-
nel are limited in the amount and type of support they 
are allowed to offer, we ask that you not proofread 
the student teachers’ edTPA materials or give advice 
about which video clips to submit to edTPA scorers. 
Please contact the student teaching university supervi-
sor if you have any questions about the kinds of sup-
port you may offer. More information about the edTPA 
can be found here: www.edtpa.com.  
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Working for Social Justice 

(Continued) 

 Irv Epstein returns as Chair of the Educational 
Studies Department after having completed a 
spring semester sabbatical. 

 MacKenzy Shriver joined the department as Oper-
ations Coordinator in the spring and continues as 
Administrative Specialist IV. 

 Maggie Evans returns to the department as Assis-

meet the particular needs of this student popula-
tion.  

 Dr. Pennie Gray continues her research on Restor-
ative Practices and will begin a study this fall that 
follows first-year teachers into their classrooms to 
explore their decision-making process regarding 
classroom management strategies. She has also 
been collaborating with local educators regarding 
the implementation of Restorative Practices in 
our community’s schools. Dr. Gray’s work in youth 
leadership continues as she serves on the steering 
committee for Youth Global Citizen, and she is 
completing a study on the reading habits of col-
lege students for an upcoming article. 

 Professor Drew Dahan served as a clinician for 
vocal jazz ensembles at the international Jazz Ed-
ucation Network conference in January, and also 
brought IWU’s premiere vocal jazz ensemble, Un-
licensed Syncopation, to perform. In March, he 
worked with over 400 high school singers as the 
guest conductor for the Glenbrook Festival of Mu-
sic (Techny, IL). In May, Dr. Dahan served as guest 
clinician at the Indiana University of Pennsylvania 
Cavalcade of Choirs (Indiana, PA), where he was 
able to do onstage clinics with high school choirs 
from around Pennsylvania. 

 Jennifer Crider continues to develop collaborative 
relationships with area school administrators and 
teachers in order to provide our IWU students 
with authentic classroom experience in instruc-
tion, classroom management, student relation-
ships, and issues of social justice. During the 2016-
17 school year, Ms. Crider approached the Region-
al Alternative School (RAS) to begin a partnership 
that will be mutually beneficial to RAS students 
and IWU students pursuing not only Secondary 
and Elementary Education, but also the Interdisci-
plinary Education non-licensure major. In addition, 
Ms. Crider worked with area reading specialists to 
develop an internship experience for students 
pursuing the Reading Teacher Endorsement. 

 Professor Irv Epstein conducted research during 
his sabbatical leave in Chile and Europe. He deliv-
ered conference presentations at the Annual 
meeting of the Comparative and International 
Education Society in March in Atlanta, Georgia and 
at the Addressing Inequalities, Mobility and Dislo-
cation: Insights from International and Domestic 
Research and Practice Conference, held at Michigan 

State University in June. 

 Ms. MacKenzy Shriver was accepted into the Masters 
Degree program in Reading and Literacy at Illinois 
State University. 

http://www.edtpa.com


Page 3 

tant Professor of Educational Studies. 
 David Hirst joins the department as university su-

pervisor for our foreign language student teachers. 

 Amanda Gee (Music Education ‘99) will be serving 
as a university supervisor for our Music Education 
student teachers in the Chicago area. 

 Jen Crider, Drew Dahan, Pennie Gray, Deanne Bry-
ant, and Irv Epstein will also continue to serve as 
university student teaching supervisors. 

Department Happenings 

(Continued) 

All elementary and secondary student teachers engage 
in a systematic and focused self-study of their practice 
as student teachers.  During the fall they frame their 
study, obtain parental consents, and collect their data, 
which includes mostly reflective field notes and samples 
of student work.  In the spring they engage in literature 
review, data analysis and the writing of their reports. By 
embedding self-study in student teaching, IWU student 
teachers have a supported professional development 
experience.  Self-study has the potential to improve 
one’s teaching practice and simultaneously improve stu-
dents’ learning.  We encourage cooperating teachers to 
be involved in student teachers’ self-studies.  We hope 
to see you at our Teaching and Learning Inquiry Confer-
ence next April when our current student teachers will 
present their self-studies. For more information about 
the conference, check out the video on our webpage: 
www.iwu.edu/edstudies/activities. 
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2017 Student Teaching Symposium 

As teacher-scholars for social justice, teacher candidates 
actively engage in leading professional development 
events on campus. In 2016, students began to sponsor a 
Student Teaching Symposium, where they led interac-
tive sessions on curriculum, assessment, and pedagogy 
topics (e.g., building teacher-student relationships, 
classroom management, standard-based grading, con-
ducting IEPs, etc.). This annual event serves as a profes-
sional development opportunity for teacher candidates 
to learn from their peers. The 2017 Student Teaching 
Symposium program can be accessed at: https://
sites.google.com/site/learnteachtech/home/student-
teaching-symposium-1/first-student-teaching-
symposium.  

What you can do with your IWU 
affiliate card 

> Discount tickets to McPherson Theatre 
events. The schedule is available at: 

http://www.iwu.edu/theatre/  

> Use of weight/cardio room and pool at 
Shirk. For hours:  

http://www.iwu.edu/wellness/aboutus/
shirkhours.html  

> Free admission to regular season sport-
ing events  

> Reduced rates for wellness classes: 

http://www.iwu.edu/wellness/  

> 10% off Bookstore items (excluding text-
books) 

 

*If you need an ID card, visit the Security 
Office (a house), located at 110 E Graham 

Street (just north and east of Main Street). 
The office is open Monday – Friday, 

8-4:30 p.m. 

The Student Teaching Handbook, along 
with midterm and final conference forms, 

as well as other relevant forms for elemen-
tary and secondary student teachers, coop-
erating teachers, and supervisors are availa-
ble on the IWU Educational Studies website 

at: 
 

http://www.iwu.edu/edstudies/teachers/  
 

Please direct any questions on how to use 
the forms to your student teacher’s IWU 

supervisor.  

http://www.iwu.edu/wellness/aboutus/shirkhours.html
http://www.iwu.edu/wellness/aboutus/shirkhours.html
http://www.iwu.edu/wellness/
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