
Small gifts make a big difference, and 
The Wesleyan Fund is the perfect place 
to make those small gifts count.  

 Each gift made, no matter the 
size, makes an impact, said University 
President Richard F. Wilson. “Just as 
alumni had their lives transformed 
by Illinois Wesleyan, their gifts help 
shape and transform the future of our 
students,” he said. “Every gift matters.” 

 Last year, annual contributions to 
The Wesleyan Fund included more than 
1,100 gifts of less than $50. Two-thirds 
of all alumni gifts to The Wesleyan 
Fund were $250 or less. Those funds 
mean more assistance for students and 
more opportunities to attract the best 
students to Illinois Wesleyan.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 Since the Transforming Lives 
campaign began in 2009, annual giving 
has grown from $2.7 million in 2008 to 
$3.4 million in 2010. While the amount 

of annual giving has increased, alumni 
participation continues to be only about 
one in five. A key goal of the Wesleyan 
Fund and the Transforming Lives 
campaign is to build participation, so 
that there is a strong base of support for 
future students and the University. 

 Director of The Wesleyan Fund 
Lora Wey notes that the Fund is a great 
way for more alumni to get involved in 
the campaign. “Alumni who received 
financial aid when they were students 
understand the importance of giving to 
The Wesleyan Fund,” she said. “What 
we hope is that those who received help 
as students, whether it was need- or 
merit-based, will join the campaign and 
make a gift to The Wesleyan Fund.”

Pat ’06 and Joan (Teitelman) 
Cinquegrani ’06 have found they can 
make an impact with small gifts to two 
different Giving Circles. The couple 

responded to calls to join 
classmates and friends, and 
support Giving Circles that 
combine annual gifts to fund 
student scholarships. 

      “I know we can’t give 
enough to name a building, 
but every little bit counts,” said 
Joan, who owns a wedding 
planning company in Chicago.

      Giving Circles are 
comprised of small groups 
of alumni who pool their 
contributions to fund 

scholarships or fill other needs at 
Illinois Wesleyan.

 “It’s not much to ask to give just a 
little,” said Pat, who noted he received a 
scholarship to attend IWU. “Joan and I 

have been lucky, so we felt we needed to 
give back.” 

 A year ago, fellow alumnus 
Patrick Spangler ’03 approached 
Joan about joining a Giving Circle, 
having reconnected as members of 
a younger professionals board for 
the Metropolitan Family Service in 
Chicago. Just a few months ago, Pat’s 
friend and fellow Sigma Chi member 
Ross Straseske ’06 also decided to 
start a Giving Circle. “There is such a 
personal tie that we knew we could not 
give up either one, so we decided to 
give to them both,” said Joan. 

“I know we can’t give enough 
to name a building,  

but every little bit counts.”
— Joan Cinquegrani ’06
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Couple Joins Alumni Giving Circles to Make A Difference

Small Gifts to The Wesleyan Fund Make a Big Impact on Campaign

2009-2014

Household Giving to  
The Wesleyan Fund, 2010
Dollar Amount Households

 $0-49.99  1,125

 $50-99.99  532

 $100-149.99  488

 $150-249.99  312

 $250+  728

Pat ’06 and Joan (Teitelman) Cinquegrani ’06



Alumni of the University are ensuring 
excellent students can continue to attend 
Illinois Wesleyan with the establishment of 
new scholarships.

Don Mizerk
Don Mizerk ’85 has assisted in establishing 
two new scholarships for Illinois Wesleyan 
students in honor of two positive influences 
in his life. Don, who was an assistant Cook 
County state’s attorney from 1991-96, and 
is currently a partner in a Chicago law 
firm, credits his parents for giving him 
the tools and determination needed to 
succeed at Illinois Wesleyan, and later at 
law school. In honor of his parents, he has 

created the Donald F. and Valeria Mizerk 
Scholarship, a need-based scholarship. 
While at IWU, Don was involved in the 
Theta Chi Fraternity and Student Senate, 
where he held many leadership positions 
including president.  In honor of Theta Chi, 
and its motto, “to lend a helping hand,” 
Don has been a lead donor in establishing 
an annually funded need-based Theta Chi 
scholarship for a student attending Illinois 
Wesleyan. 

Geudtner Scholarship Fund
When onstage at Illinois Wesleyan, 
Virginia Lestina Geudtner ’53 flourished 
in roles from Eliza in George Bernard 
Shaw’s Pygmalion to the title role in The 
Madwoman of Chaillot. “Illinois Wesleyan 
prepared me for a happy life in the theater,” 
said Virginia, who stayed active with 
theater for more than 55 years. With the 
aim of ensuring the joy of the stage for 
others, she established the Virginia L. 
Geudtner ’53 Scholarship Fund, which 
will give preference to a female student 
who is studying theater or drama.

Archer Scholarship
It was the gift of music that William H. 
Archer ’62 wanted to pass along after 
his death in 2008. To honor him, his 
wife Evelyn established the William H. 

Archer, Jr. ’62, MM ’67 Memorial Music 
Scholarship as part of the Transforming 
Lives campaign. 

 A music educator, composer, conduc-
tor and professional musician whose tal-
ents reached from classical to jazz, William 
played professionally, appearing with such 
acts as the St. Louis Symphony Pops Or-
chestra, Woody Herman Thundering Herd 
and with Frank Sinatra. He also taught 
music to students over his 64-year career. 
“He loved IWU,” Evelyn said, noting two of 
his daughters are IWU alumna. “When he 
and I talked of what we would do after we 
were gone, he always mentioned IWU.”
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Flora Harris Armstrong ’43 was tapped 
by University President Richard F. Wilson 
to become the Goodwill Ambassador 
for Transforming Lives: The Campaign 
for Illinois Wesleyan. Flo will personally 
express thanks to alumni and friends who 
contribute to the campaign.
 “It’s important to be there for others, 
and just as important to say thank you,” 
said Flo, who resides in Bloomington and 
was a former host for a local radio station. 
“It’s part of belonging to something. And 
we belong to Illinois Wesleyan.”
 An emeritus member of the 
University’s Board of Trustees, Flo helped 
to raise money for the University’s Fort 
Natatorium swimming complex, and was 
a member of the last capital campaign in 
the 1990s. She and her husband Victor, 
who died in 2008, donated the bell that 
now rings in Evelyn Chapel. For their 

60th wedding anniversary, their children, 
Margo (Armstrong) Brinsley, Victor, Jr. 
’64 and Brian D. ’65 presented them with 
the statue of famed explorer and teacher 
John Wesley Powell that sits in the rotunda 
of The Ames Library. 
 Together, the Armstrongs also founded 
an alumni connection when they lived 
in Phoenix. “We started with 13 people 
meeting at my house,” she said of the group 
that now boasts hundreds of members who 
attend the Phoenix Connection each year.
 Two of her eight grandchildren also 
attended Illinois Wesleyan — Brian, Jr. 
Armstrong ’93 and Tom Armstrong 
’89. Tom will be working closely with his 
grandmother in her role as an ambassador, 
in an effort not only to honor his 
grandparents, but also to thank his peers 
who continue the tradition of giving.

Armstrong Named Ambassador for Campaign

New Scholarships Honor Alumni, Provide Opportunities For Students

William H. Arthur ’62

Don Mizerk ’85

Flora Harris Armstrong and her late husband 
Victor
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Robert Harrington, former chair 
of the Business and Economics 
Department and emeritus professor 
at Illinois Wesleyan, has established 
a new endowed professorship. 
His professorship will be the sixth 
established under the Transforming 
Lives campaign.
  Building new endowed 
professorships is a goal of Honorary 
Campaign Co-Chairs Chuck and Jay 
Ames, who challenged University 
friends and alumni to create 10 new 
professorships.
 Dr. Harrington, who served on 
the University faculty from 1968 to 
1989, understands the importance 
of endowed professorships, which 
celebrate the combined talents of 
professors who excel in instruction-
al and scholarly activity. He had the 
honor of being named the inaugural 

recipient of the University’s Robert 
S. Eckley Distinguished Professor 
of Economics in 1986. It was the 
same year Dr. Harrington created 
a trust for the University, and his 
support for Illinois Wesleyan has 
continued throughout the years.

“For her honor and fame, for her 
glorious name”
     —From the Wesleyan Cheer Song

Alumni and friends are discovering 
a way to help pave the way for the 
future by celebrating the past. The 
New Century Club provides the 
University with one dollar for each 
year since Illinois Wesleyan’s found-
ing in 1850. 

 “Even though my contribu-
tion may only cover the cost of a 
textbook, I feel at least it is helping 
in some way,” said Ann Godsey ’94, 
who believes giving to The Century 
Club helps continue the IWU tradi-
tion of excellence. 

 Those who give to the fund 
increase their annual giving by $1 
each year. Last year 654 alumni and 
friends each gave $160 in honor of 
the 160 years of Illinois Wesleyan’s 
existence. Some may question what 
help a small gift can provide, but 
alumni like Ann know each gift to 
Illinois Wesleyan is important. 

 Ann noted she only gives to 
organizations that have touched her 
life directly. “I was fortunate to have 
the opportunity to attend Illinois 
Wesleyan with financial assistance, 
and feel that it is important to give 
back. It may help someone else 
obtain that opportunity as well.”

Emeritus Professor Endows Professorship

All Out For Wesleyan: The New Century Club

Besleys’ Gift to Parent Fund 
Honors Father

When Laura 
(Harris) Besley 
’00 and her 
husband David 
’02 decided to give 
a gift to Illinois 
Wesleyan, they 
looked to The 
Wesleyan Fund’s 
Parent Fund. The 
couple established 
the John Justus 
Harris Scholarship 
Fund in memory 
of Laura’s father, 
who died when she 
was 14 years old. 

 “I think losing a parent at a young age 
defined me in ways that I never could have real-
ized when I was going through the immediate 
pain and grief,” said Laura, who graduated with 
a degree in English and went on to be ordained 
as a minister. “So much about that experience 
and the memory of my father has affected the 
paths and decisions I’ve made since that time.” 
 Several years ago, Laura was looking 
through the Illinois Wesleyan University 
Magazine and came across a story about the 
Parent Fund. Made up of gifts from parents, 
friends, and even students, the Parent Fund 
is designed to help Illinois Wesleyan students 
whose families suffer the death or permanent 
disability of a bread-winning parent.
 At first, the couple gave annually to 
the fund. Then they decided to establish an 
endowed scholarship fund. “Creating the 
scholarship fund from the Parent Fund makes 
the gift more personal. I know who is receiv-
ing our help,” said Laura. “It is another way 
that something good, hopeful and positive can 
come from something sad and difficult.” The 
inaugural recipient of the John Justus Harris 
Scholarship Fund is Ashlee Miller-Berry ’11.
 Besley added that giving to the Parent 
Fund has given she and her husband another 
way to remain a part of IWU. “David and I are 
honored to give to the Parent Fund,” she said. 
“Not only are we connected to the school that 
we love, but we know that our gift is making 
a significant difference in the life of a student 
who needs something positive in the midst of 
so much loss.” 

Laura (Harris) Besley ’00 
and her husband David ’02

The Godsey family

Professor Emeritus Robert 
Harrington
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Campaign Goals
Transforming Lives has a goal of $125 million, with nearly 
8 in every 10 dollars going to build the endowment.

ENDOWMENT FOR STUDENTS: $30 million is 
being sought to increase the number of need-based 
grants and merit scholarships.

ENDOWMENT FOR FACULTY: $20 million will be 
raised to increase the number of endowed professor-
ships and to support young faculty and visiting schol-
ars and artists. 

ENDOWMENTS FOR EXCELLENCE: $22 million 
will provide funds that will build on our excellence in 
a number of key academic and student support pro-
grams.

THE WESLEYAN FUND: $26 million is being sought 
in annual giving, along with an increase in the num-
ber of alumni giving from one in five to one in three 
by 2014.

CAMPUS FACILITIES: $27 million is being sought 
to build a new Main Classroom Building, apartment-
style student housing and a new theatre complex.

How can you  
get involved?

Co-chairs Steve Wannemacher ’73 and 
Jean Baird ’80 invite you to join the 

Transforming Lives campaign.  

Find out how by contacting the  
University’s Office of Advancement

Call: (309) 556-3091 or (800) 689-9743
E-mail: advancement@iwu.edu

Go online: www.iwu.edu/campaign/

2014 Goal —
$125 Million  

Feb. 2011 total
$86 Million  


