
Alumni are finding a way to give back to 
Illinois Wesleyan by sponsoring class-
rooms in a new building to be constructed 
on campus.

 Support is still needed for the state-
of-the-art facility. The 48,700-square-
foot structure will become the primary 
instructional building on campus, and is 
slated to be constructed at the site of the 
Sheean Library, which has been vacant 
since 2002.

Joaneath (Hill) 
Hopkins ’31 remem-
bers well her days at 
Hedding Hall, attend-
ing chapel and taking 
classes. It was these 
memories, and a love 
for Illinois Wesleyan, 
that prompted her to 
add the support of a 

classroom to an estate gift she designated 
for the University.

Joaneath has long been a supporter 
of Illinois Wesleyan. She gave a gift to 
support the Minor Myers, jr. Welcome 
Center, and has already endowed two 
scholarships to help students with 
financial need.

 It was the 
memory of a loved 
one that inspired the 
York family to make 
a gift to support a 
classroom.

 A. Lee York 
’56 and his son and 
daughter-in-law, 
Kevin ’85 and Jill 
(Misener) York ’85, 
decided to name a 
classroom in honor 
of Lee’s wife, Jeannie 
(Smith) York ’56, 
who passed away last 
year. Lee and his wife 

met at Illinois Wesleyan and bonded over 
their love of music, in which they both 
majored. Kevin, one of three children 
from Lee and Jeannie, also met his wife 
Jill at IWU, where both majored in 
accounting.

 The Yorks are also creating a scholar-
ship in Jeannie’s name.

 Betsy (Thomson) Cappas ’85 and 
Peter Cappas ’86 explored the idea of 
establishing a scholarship for an IWU 
student, but then heard of the need 
for support for the new instructional 
building. The couple, who say Illinois 
Wesleyan was “very good to them” 
decided to assist with the gift of a 
classroom to the building.

 It is a gift their family will enjoy, as 
their son Peter R. Cappas, a junior at 
IWU, hopes to be able to attend classes of 
the new classroom building. 

Dr. Ron Ruecker ’66 and Bonnie (Hill) 
Ruecker ’65 still have the first check they 
wrote to Illinois Wesleyan University’s 
Wesleyan Fund in 1970. “It was for $10,” 
said Ron. “I don’t think we’ve missed a 
year since then.”
 Ron advises alumni to get into the 

habit of giving. “Give what you can, as 
soon as you can,” he said. “Then it be-
comes a matter of just taking it to the next 
level when you have the chance.” 
 The Rueckers’ gifts have increased 
over the years, but their devotion to 
Illinois Wesleyan remains the same. “I 
think you could say we have a love affair 
with the University,” said Bonnie, who 
majored in elementary education. “We 
met here, married here, and had our first 
child here.”
 “We had a good experience,” agreed 
Ron, who recalls admiring the campus on 
his late-night walks from the chemistry 
lab in Stevenson, or from swim practice, 
back to the Phi Gamma Delta house.   
 The couple stayed connected to 
Illinois Wesleyan as Ron entered medical 
school, with Bonnie sending out hand-

written requests to her fellow alumni for 
University support and later becoming 
involved with Homecoming and alumni 
gatherings. Ron, who graduated medical 
school in 1970, is a member of the 
Steering Committee of the Transforming 
Lives campaign. The couple was honored 
with the Loyalty Award in 1995, and Ron 
became a Board of Trustees member in 
2002. 
 “I think what struck me the most 
when I joined the Board is that tuition 
does not cover all of IWU’s costs to 
educate students,” said Ron. He recalled 
that both he and Bonnie worked their 
way through college; and he received a 
number of grants and scholarships. “Now 
I realize there were those who enabled us 
to attend school by giving, and I want to 
thank them by giving as well.” 
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Ron ’54 and Donna Dorland Cate ’53 
Scholarship
Ron ’54 and Donna Dorland Cate ’53 
have always given back to Illinois Wesleyan. 
“We both have been dedicated, all these 
years, to the University and to its mission,” 
said Ron. The couple is known for their 
involvement with the Board of Trustees, the 
Board of Visitors, class reunion chairs and as 
volunteers for the Chicago Phonothon. 
 In a continuation of their commitment, 
Ron and Donna have established The Cate 
Promise Award through a combination of 
deferred and outright gifts. The award will 
help a deserving IWU student with financial 
assistance each year. 

Jack Dickens ’86 Scholarship
When Jack Dickens ’86 
came to Illinois Wesleyan, 
he found more than edu- 
cation. He found a mentor 
in Professor Jack Fields ’71. 
A fellow Illinois Wesleyan 
graduate and member of 
the Sigma Pi Fraternity, 

Professor Fields guided Jack 
through his business law courses. 
 “He was my mentor even after gradua-
tion,” said Jack, who is the Senior Vice Presi-
dent at Equity Residential and manages a $6 
billion portfolio of real estate assets for Equity 
Residential’s southwest region.
 Professor Fields became the Registrar for 
Illinois Wesleyan, but died in 2004. Jack said 
Fields’ influence still inspires him, as does his 
exposure to a liberal arts education. In return 
for what he received from IWU, Jack is annu-
ally funding scholarships for two deserving 
recipients, while at the same time building his 
endowment fund to permanently support the 
scholarships. 

Mary Wright Herring ’70 Scholarship
Mary Wright Herring ’70 
was a nursing student in 
the late 1960s and a mem-
ber of Illinois Wesleyan’s 
nursing faculty from 
1974-1979. 
      Active in the nursing 
and teaching professions, 

and a pioneer of holistic 
therapies, Mary was named 

the 2007 IWU Distinguished Alumna for 
Nursing Excellence. 
 Mary says her time at Illinois Wesleyan 
offered her more than a skill set for saving 
lives. “Attending IWU was not just a college 
education,” said Mary, who is also the author 
of two books. “My education (as both student 

and faculty) at Wesleyan prepared me for so 
many rewarding experiences.”
 To honor the gifts she believes Illinois 
Wesleyan gave her, Mary is supporting the 
IWU Transforming Lives campaign with an 
estate gift to endow the Mary Wright Herring 
’70 Nursing Scholarship for outstanding nurs-
ing students with financial need. 
 “I am not sure how my career or life 
would have evolved had I not been blessed to 
attend IWU for four years,” said Mary. 

Daron Worth ’90 Scholarship 
Daron Worth ’90 knows 
the value of a dollar. A 
business administration 
major who is a senior 
manager for Levi, Ray 
& Shroup in Spring-
field, Ill., Daron worked 
several jobs to put himself 

through Illinois Wesleyan, 
along with receiving grants and scholarships. 
 Daron is establishing the Daron Worth 
’90 Scholarship to honor that combination 
of hard work and financial need. “There are 
students out there who are busting their tails, 
working to afford their education,” said Daron. 
“My liberal arts education at Wesleyan is a big 
part of my success, and I want to give other 
hard-working students the same experience.”
 The scholarship will help bridge the gap 
for students with financial need who are also 
working to pay for their education. Daron 
will annually fund the scholarship for the next 
five years, while building a more permanent 
endowment for the scholarship. 

Alumni Create New Student Scholarships McConaghy ’63 
Establishes Global 
Travel Scholarship
It all began with a 
phone call. 
 In the spring 
of 2008, Mark 
McConaghy ’63 
received a call from 
the Advancement 
Office, with a 
request. Seven 
Illinois Wesleyan 
students had 
been accepted to 
present their research at the prestigious 
International Association for Political 
Science Students Academic Conference & 
General Assembly in Greece, but had no 
funds for travel. 
 Mark answered the call, and spon-
sored the students’ journey. That one call 
inspired him to set up a new Global Travel 
Scholarship, which will allow students to 
explore study abroad or travel learning 
opportunities. The scholarship is the first 
to be established as part of International 
Travel Fund in the Endowments for Excel-
lence. 
 “Businesses are doing more over-
seas, which means we need to expose our 
students to the world,” said Mark, a tax 
lawyer for the international firm Pricewa-
terhouseCoopers who travels across the 
globe for his job.“I advise students to think 
globally and take every chance they can to 
learn about other countries.” 

Mark McConaghy ’63

A new pilot program at Illinois Wesleyan Uni-
versity aims to help students develop leader-
ship skills by exploring personal values, ideas 
and strengths. The Titan Leadership Program 
was made possible by gifts from alumni such 
as Garry Kinder ’55. 
 Kinder, a former IWU trustee and a 
member of the Alumni Council and the Board 
of Visitors, was the first to give a gift to the 
leadership program through the Endowment 
for Excellence. “Leadership is a very impor-
tant skill to develop when preparing to go into 
business or for any career,” said Garry, chief 
executive officer of Kinder Brothers Interna-
tional in Dallas, Texas.
 The semester-long program, which en-
lists 15 sophomores and juniors from campus, 
combines group discussions, one-on-one 

meetings, speakers and networking — all with 
the goal of developing leadership abilities.
 Sophomore Jarrod Hill said discover-
ing new ways to communicate as a leader 
attracted him to the program. “The leadership 
program does a good job of saying there are 
different ways to lead, and giving people the 
tools to discern when to use different skills,” 
said Jarrod, an economic major from Spring-
field, Ill., and one of the 15 students in the 
2011 pilot program.
 The first group of students to go through 
Titan Leadership completed the program in 
April. “I’m glad that Illinois Wesleyan is doing 
the leadership program and I congratulate the 
inaugural class. We need well-trained leaders 
at this time in our history,” said Garry. 

Gifts to Endowment for Excellence Spark Titan 
Leadership Program
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The new director of the Wesleyan 
Fund is a familiar face at Illinois 
Wesleyan. Jeff Mavros ’98, spent 
six years in the Admissions 
Office after graduating from 
IWU, and the last seven years in 
the Advancement Office as the 
assistant director of the Wesleyan 
Fund. 
 As the new director, Jeff 
oversees the Wesleyan Fund, 
which contributes five percent 
to the University’s operating budget each 
year. “We help bridge the gap between 
tuition revenue and the cost to the Univer-
sity to educate students,” said Jeff, noting 
most people incorrectly assume that tuition 
covers all costs. Tuition payments covers 
about 70 percent of the cost, meaning other 
sources – including private gifts to the Wes-
leyan Fund, must account for the remainder. 
“Each and every student is impacted by the 
Wesleyan Fund, whether he or she knows it 
or not,” he said.
 It was during his work with the 
Admissions Office that Jeff saw more and 
more students struggle financially. “My time 
in Admissions increased my understanding 
of the importance of financial support for 

our students,” he said, noting 
with cuts in state and federal 
grants, that student need is only 
increasing. In 2004, Jeff joined the 
Advancement Office phrase in 
hopes of helping students and the 
University meet financial need. 
       Jeff said one of his goals in 
his new position is to foster the 
culture of giving for alumni and 
friends of the University. “You 
hear many people say, ‘When I’m 

out and established, I’ll fund a building or 
give back big money.’ But we find unless you 
create a habit of giving, it gets farther and 
farther away from being a reality.”
 One of Jeff ’s main messages to alumni 
and friends is that small gifts really do add 
up, and being a consistent donor is truly 
important. “We raise a great deal of money 
every year on gifts of $100 and below,” he 
said. “When you try to raise $3 million 
annually for the Fund, people ask, ‘What 
does my $25 gift really do?’ Yet we put 11 
students through school for a year with 
grant money from gifts of $100 or less. 
There is a real, tangible effect.”

Jeff says one of his favorite parts of the job is 
knowing how much alumni giving makes a 

difference in the lives of students. He shared a 
recent letter from an IWU parent:

Dear Jeff,

My daughter Katie graduated in May from 

Illinois Wesleyan University, which is a dream 

come true for us both. 

 Katie received more than $73,500 in 

scholarships and grants from IWU over her 

four years, all through the caring donations of 

alumni and friends. This financial support 

gave Katie a “miracle” opportunity to receive 

her degree in her beloved Environmental 

Studies at Illinois Wesleyan. 

 Attending IWU has been an 

extraordinary opportunity of a lifetime for 

Katie. I am so grateful and appreciative of the 

abundant financial support we received.

 I want to thank current donors — and 

remind those who have yet to contribute that 

any amount they can give goes a long way to 

making real people’s dreams come true.

Deborah Davis (teacher, single income)

The Joyce Eichhorn Ames School of Art 
Building will have a new look this fall, com-
plete with studio and office renovations and 
an entry designed to showcase the school.  
The new construction is made possible by 
a gift from B. Charles and Joyce Eichhorn 
Ames ’50, ’49.
  Construction began in May on a more 
than 2,400-square-foot glass rotunda and 
lobby for the entrance of the art building, 
designed by CSO Architects and consul-
tant R. Paul Bradley. The building, which is 
part of the Alice Millar Center for the Arts, 
houses classrooms and studios for painting, 

printmaking, photography, ceramics, graph-
ics and other art activities. It also accommo-
dates the Merwin and Wakeley art galleries.
 “There is so much creativity and beauty 
in the work of those in the Ames School 
of Art, and we wanted the exterior of the 
building to reflect that,” said Joyce “Jay” 
Ames, who was an art major at Illinois 
Wesleyan, where she developed a lifelong 
passion for visual arts with professors such 
as Art Department Chairman Kenneth 
Loomis. “We want visitors to know, with one 
look, that this is the art building.” 
 The School of Art was named in 

honor of Jay in 1998, when her 
husband decided to surprise 
her on Valentine’s Day with an 
endowment gift to the University. 
The Ameses, longtime supporters 
of the University, are honorary 
chairs of the Transforming 
Lives campaign. The couple is 
responsible for major gifts that 
include a challenge to raise 
money for the construction of 
The Ames Library, which opened 

in 2002. They also made history in 2009 with 
a $25 million gift for the Wesleyan Fund 
and faculty endowments, the largest in the 
history of the University. 
 Renovations to the Ames School of 
Art through the Ames’ gift will also include 
much of the first floor outside the Merwin 
and Wakeley art galleries. “This will provide 
more room and an inviting atmosphere for 
the many gatherings, openings and recep-
tions for artists held near the galleries,” 
said Roger Schnaitter, the former associate 
provost and current University liaison for 
construction projects in academic buildings. 
 To accommodate the new lobby, faculty 
offices will relocate to the second floor of the 
building. According to Schnaitter, the con-
struction also provided the University the 
opportunity to improve the existing space. 
“The four current instructional studios will 
be revamped into three larger, more spa-
cious studios for students,” he said.  
 The University expects the instructional 
studios and faculty offices to be ready before 
the 2011 fall semester begins and the rest of 
the project completed soon thereafter.
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The Campaign for 
Illinois Wesleyan University

How can you  
get involved?

Co-chairs Steve Wannemacher ’73 and 
Jean Baird ’80 invite you to join the 

Transforming Lives campaign.  

Find out how by contacting the  
University’s Office of Advancement

Call: (309) 556-3091 or (800) 689-9743
E-mail: advancement@iwu.edu

Go online: www.iwu.edu/campaign/

2014 Goal —
$125 Million  

June 2011 total
$88 Million  

The New Main Classroom Building is one of several projects 
planned and in the works for Illinois Wesleyan with funds from the 
Transforming Lives campaign. Read more about gifts to New Main 
and the Ames School of Art inside. 


