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“There’s no they, there’s only us. 

And if we want to make things better in this world, 
we have to get involved because they are never going to do it. 

So it’s up to us.” 

 
   -Howard Fricke, IWU Class of 1960, Commencment 2009 

 

 

 
Dear Joe, 

 

By now you are aware that Illinois Wesleyan has launched the single biggest fundraising 

campaign in its 159-year history.  It has been aptly named Transforming Lives: The 

Campaign for Illinois Wesleyan University.  Aside from being bigger, this campaign, as 
the name implies, is more focused on people—support for students (scholarships) and 

faculty (endowed professorships)—than past campaigns. 

 

If you are like me, when you left Illinois Wesleyan you were a very different person than 
when you started.  I grew in countless ways during my years as an undergraduate, mostly 

thanks to the influences of my favorite professors and the inspiration of my fellow 

students, and that growth can truly be categorized as a transformation.  I am today more 

confident, more intellectually curious, and more prepared for all that life has to offer as a 

result of my time on our campus in Bloomington.  Just as we were transformed, young 
people today are having life changing experiences as students at IWU—but our 

University faces significant challenges as it strives to provide these experiences at the 

high level of excellence we aspire to for the next generations of Illinois Wesleyan alumni. 

 

We are undertaking this campaign during difficult economic times, but the case for 
supporting Illinois Wesleyan is strong and the need has never been greater.  While we 

continue to have a full complement of very well-qualified students, the University’s 

operating budget for next year is extremely tight due to the downturn in the market and 

its effect on our endowment income, and there has never been a time when scholarship 
support for the large majority of our students who have financial need has been more 

important. 

 

It is for these reasons that I am writing to ask you to join me in getting the Transforming 

Lives campaign off to an especially strong start by renewing and increasing your annual 
giving beginning this year—even if you have already made your usual contribution.  

There has never been a better or more critical time for each of us to step up and give 

whatever we can to insure that the Illinois Wesleyan record of providing excellent 

opportunities to transform the lives of outstanding students and those that they touch can 

continue.  Whether you choose to support student aid, faculty recruitment and retention, 



whatever we can to insure that the Illinois Wesleyan record of providing excellent oppor-
tunities to transform the lives of outstanding students and those that they touch can 
continue.  Whether you choose to support student aid, faculty recruitment and retention, 
student leadership, or any one of the campaign’s other priorities, there is a place for every 
gift and a way for each of us to make a difference.

The University’s fiscal year ends in July and the time to build a solid foundation for the 
coming year is NOW.  We need YOU to be part of this process.  As Howard Fricke stated, 
there’s no they, there’s only us.  Thank you in advance for your support.

Sincerely,

George A. Vinyard, ‘71
President, IWU Board of Trustees


