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Strategic Plan-Identity Goal Update 
University Core Messages   

 
The core messages below summarize key findings from the Strategic Plan’s Identity 
Research conducted by The Lawlor Group in 2007. 
 
These core messages represent important unifying themes that when consistently 
delivered will enhance the impact of our communications and reinforce key aspects of 
our institutional identity.  By having these consistent themes we can avoid sending mixed 
messages about the University.  
 
We will incorporate these messages into our publications, Web communications, 
speeches, interactions with internal and external stakeholders, etc. 
 
 
Core Messages: 
 
Successful alumni who make a difference across the nation and around 
the world.  This message speaks to the outcome (success) of an Illinois Wesleyan 
education, the kind of graduates that we produce (engaged), and our national and global 
presence (alumni in 50 states and 52 countries) that connotes a national reputation.   
 
Tradition of academic excellence in teaching, scholarship, research and 
artistic endeavors.  Academic excellence is especially important for a private 
institution such as ours.  This message speaks to our long history of academic excellence 
and how it is at our core and represented in all that our faculty and students do.   
 
Distinctive curriculum with a liberal arts focus and strong professional 
programs.  It is our curriculum, with its strong liberal arts focus that extends across 
well-regarded professional schools and programs, which helps to distinguish us from 
more limited liberal arts institutions and positions us to compete with larger institutions.   
 
Committed to individual attention for students inside and outside the 
classroom.  This message helps to differentiate us from larger schools that we often 
compete with, and it communicates a key aspect of the Illinois Wesleyan experience that 
is highly valued by our students and graduates. 
 
An engaged and welcoming community that values diversity in people, 
ideas and experiences.  This message helps to communicate the character, 
personality and values of the institution and its people. 
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Illinois Wesleyan is known for our… 


