Distinguished Speaker Funds

Debating the great issues of our time…

O

ver the years Wesleyan students have had
the opportunity to hear from Pulitzer Prize-

winning authors, climate change experts,
heads of state, world-renowned scientists,
international human rights activists and
more. Bringing such distinguished speakers
to campus does more than entertain: it helps
students hone their critical-thinking skills,
stimulates their imagination and demonstrates

“It’s critical that we
engage students in ways
that bring the
important issues of our
times to life for them.”
Richard F. Wilson
president

the value of debate and discourse in a
democratic society.
Bringing recognized leaders and experts in a wide range
of fields related to our mission, vision and curriculum
is the goal of the Distinguished Speaker Funds. A
Distinguished Speaker Fund can be established in support
of an area of donor interest, whether that is an academic
department or program, a campus organization or an
aspect of our mission. Each Distinguished Speaker Fund
that is established will help to transform the lives of our
students and the quality of an Illinois Wesleyan education.

A representation of notable speakers
that Illinois Wesleyan has hosted in the
recent past: Pulitzer Prize-winning American
journalist and historian David Halberstam;
internationally acclaimed entomologist,
biologist and author Edward O. Wilson; Pulitzer
Prize-winning poet Jorie Graham; Pulitzer
Prize-nominated historian, professor and author
James O. Horton; former United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights and the first
female President of Ireland, Mary Robinson.

— over —

Transforming Lives

through the Distinguished
Speaker Funds

Named Colloquium Speaker Fund
• $2,500 gift will fund the visit of a scholar or artist for a
departmental colloquium
• $50,000 endowment gift will provide support in perpetuity for
an annual departmental colloquium speaker

Named University Speaker Fund
• $25,000 gift will bring a nationally recognized speaker to
campus for a University-wide lecture

Named Lecture Fund

• $500,000 endowment gift will provide support in perpetuity

• $5,000 to $12,500 gift will fund the visit of a scholar for a major
departmental, school or program lecture

for an annual University-wide lecture by a nationally
recognized speaker

• $100,000 to $250,000 endowment gift will provide support
in perpetuity for an annual departmental, school or program
lecture

Photo above: Pulitzer Prize-nominated author Louise Erdrich
meets with IWU students.

“Our world is changing faster
than any time in history.

I’ve been spending a lot of time lately,
worrying about what the world will be able to offer my son
when he, like all of you here today, leaves college.”
Kevin Dunn ’77, Motion-picture actor
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