
IWU Peace Garden 

“When we see land as a 

community to which we 

belong, we may begin to 

use it with love and 

respect.” 

-Aldo Leopold 

Email: iwupeacegarden@gmail.com 

This garden would not be possible without  the assis-

tance of the following groups and individuals: 

 Immanuel Bible Foundation 

 Elizabeth Weir 

 President Wilson 

 Provost Green 

 Carl Teichman 

 Mrs. Monica Casey 

 McLean County Wellness Coalition 

 Student Senate 

 Alpha Phi Omega 

 Student Sierra Coalition 

 Sodexo Dining Services 

 Action Research Center 

 All Our Volunteers, including Faculty, Staff, and 

Students 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank You All So Much! Your support is so appreciated 
and we hope to continue to see you at the garden!  

Thank You 

E-mail: iwupeacegarden@gmail.com 

Facebook: “Like” our “IWU Peace Garden” page 

Blog: http://blogs.iwu.edu/iwupeacegarden/ 

IWU Peace Garden 

Volunteer Day at the Peace Garden 

HOW TO GET INVOLVED! 

WE WELCOME ANY AND ALL VOLUNTEERS AT THE 

GARDEN. IF YOU HAVE GARDENING EXPERIENCE YOU 

WOULD LIKE TO SHARE, PLEASE JOIN US, WE’RE 

WILLING TO LEARN. IF YOU HAVE NEVER GARDENED 

BEFORE, PLEASE JOIN US, WE’RE WILLING TO TEACH. 

WHETHER IT’S DIGGING, WEEDING, WATERING, 

MOWING, MULCHING, HARVESTING, DELIVERING, OR 

PUBLICIZING, THERE ARE A MULTITUDE OF WAYS TO 

GET INVOLVED. WE ENCOURAGE YOU TO CONTACT 

US WITH NEW IDEAS OR TO FIND OUT MORE ABOUT 

VOLUNTEERING IN THE GARDEN. 

The IWU Peace Garden is located North of Illinois Wes-

leyan’s campus at the corner of Fell Ave and Francis St 

next to Advocate BroMenn Medical Center   



MISSION 

THE PEACE GARDEN AT ILLINOIS WESLEYAN UNIVER-

SITY EXISTS TO SERVE THE CURRICULAR AND CULI-

NARY NEEDS OF IWU STUDENTS AND THE BLOOMING-

TON-NORMAL COMMUNITY. IT IS INTENDED TO BE A 

TOOL OF CIVIC ENGAGEMENT WITH THE SURROUND-

ING COMMUNITY, THE STATE, THE NATION, AND THE 

GLOBE.  

 

HISTORY 

AFTER ATTENDING A CONFERENCE ON SUSTAINABLE GAR-

DENS, PEACE FELLOW JESSICA MEYER ‘11 DECIDED THAT 

ILLINOIS WESLEYAN COULD 

AND SHOULD HAVE ITS OWN 

GARDEN. AFTER WORKING 

WITH OTHER PEACE FELLOWS 

AND PROFESSOR WILLIAM 

MUNRO, JESSICA PRESENTED 

THE IDEA TO CAMPUS ADMIN-

ISTRATION.  

THE STATED GOALS OF THE 

GARDEN WERE TO : EXEMPLIFY SUSTAINABLE PRINCIPLES 

THROUGH PRACTICE; TO EDUCATE THE IWU AND BLOOM-

INGTON-NORMAL COMMUNITY ON SUSTAINABLE FOOD 

PRODUCTION PRACTICES AND HEALTH; TO GIVE STUDENTS 

THE OPPORTUNITY TO MAKE CONNECTIONS FROM THE 

CLASSROOM IN TERMS OF HEALTH, SUSTAINABILITY, ENVI-

RONMENT, SOCIAL JUSTICE, AND OTHER SUBJECTS 

THROUGH PRACTICAL MEANS; TO PROVIDE A NONVIOLENT 

SPACE FOR IWU STUDENTS TO REFLECT AND SOCIALIZE 

WHILE ENGAGING IN A RESPECTFUL RELATIONSHIP WITH 

THE ENVIRONMENT.  

AFTER THE PRESENTATION, CARL TEICHMAN, DIRECTOR 

OF GOVERNMENT AND COMMUNITY RELATIONS, BEGAN THE 

SEARCH FOR SUITABLE LAND, A SEARCH WHICH FOUND 

SUCCESS IN THE FALL OF 2011. NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE 

IMMANUEL BIBLE FOUNDATION BEGAN IN JANUARY OF 

2012. AROUND THE SAME TIME, WEIR FELLOWS RYAN DYAR 

’14 AND DANNY KENNY ’13 ALONG WITH PEACE FELLOW 

ALEX MONZON ‘13, UNDER THE GUIDANCE OF PROFESSOR 

JAMES SIMEONE, BEGAN TO PLAN FOR THE GARDEN AND 

RAISE CAMPUS AND COMMUNITY SUPPORT.  

WITH THE HELP OF STUDENTS, FACULTY, STAFF, AND THE 

COMMUNITY, THE IWU PEACE GARDEN BROKE GROUND ON 

APRIL 17, 2012 AND HAS BEEN GROWING EVER SINCE. 

THANKS TO EVERYONE WHO HAS BEEN A PART OF THIS INCRED-

IBLE JOURNEY THUS FAR!  

 

WHAT WE’RE GROWING AND HOW WE’RE GROWING IT 

DURING THE WINTER MONTHS, WE WERE ABLE TO SUCCESSFUL-

LY GROW BOK CHOY, LETTUCE, AND SPINACH IN THE WARMTH 

OF OUR HOOP HOUSE. THIS SPRING, WE WILL BE DIGGING 

MORE ROWS TO DOUBLE THE 

SIZE OF THE GARDEN. IN ADDI-

TION TO RE-PLANTING LAST 

YEAR’S SUCCESSFUL VARIETIES 

(POTATOES, HERBS, TOMATOES, 

TOMATILLOS, PEPPERS, CAR-

ROTS, SWISS CHARD, SQUASH, 

BEANS, PEAS, AND CUCUMBERS), 

WE PLAN TO FILL THE FRESHLY 

TILLED ROWS WITH A FEW NEW ITEMS (EGGPLANT, ONIONS, 

GREEN BEANS, RADISHES, ZUCCHINI, GARLIC, CABBAGE, MUSH-

ROOMS, AND WHEAT).  

ALL OF OUR CROPS ARE GROWN ORGANICALLY, MEANING NO 

UNNATURAL CHEMICALS ARE USED—NO SYNTHETIC FERTILIZERS 

AND NO SYNTHETIC PESTICIDES. ANY PESTS ARE DEALT WITH 

USING NATURAL TECHNIQUES. TO CONSERVE WATER, WE ALSO 

HARVEST RAIN WATER AND IMPLEMENT IT INTO OUR DRIP-LINE 

IRRIGATION SYSTEM AS OFTEN AS THE WEATHER ALLOWS. 

MOST IMPORTANTLY, THE PRESERVATION AND IMPROVEMENT 

OF OUR SOIL IS OF TOP PRIORITY, AND WE EMPLOY 

SEVERAL METHODS TO ENSURE WE MAINTAIN THE INTEG-

RITY OF THE SOIL; THESE METHODS INCLUDE USING 

NATURAL FERTILIZERS, MULCHING, AND COMPOSTING. IT 

IS OUR HOPE TO GROW HEARTY PRODUCE WHILE MAIN-

TAINING A MINIMAL IMPACT ON EARTH’S NATURAL RE-

SOURCES.  

 

FUTURE PLANS 

OUR GOALS ARE AMBITIOUS AND THERE ARE MANY OP-

PORTUNITIES BEFORE US. SOME OF OUR PLANS HAVE 

ALREADY STARTED WHILE OTHERS ARE STILL IN THEIR 

INFANCY, BUT WE ARE EXCITED FOR ALL OF THEM. 

 PARTNERING WITH THE BLOOMINGTON COMMUNI-

TY TO ACTIVELY PROMOTE FOOD SECURITY AND 
FURTHER FOOD AND HEALTH JUSTICE 

 DONATING TO LOCAL FOOD PANTRIES LIKE CLARE 

HOUSE AND WESTERN AVENUE COMMUNITY 
CENTER 

 STARTING A CAMPUS FARMER’S MARKET 

 PROVIDING PRODUCE FOR CAMPUS DINING 

SERVICES 

 WORKING WITH LOCAL K-12 SCHOOLS TO TEACH 

ABOUT SUSTAINABILITY AND FOOD JUSTICE 

 SERVING AS A SOURCE OF PRODUCE FOR THE 

VEGGIE OASIS VAN AND VEGGIE BIKE TO 
DISTRIBUTE PRODUCE IN THE WEST BLOOMING-

TON FOOD DESERT 

 CREATING GARDENING PLOTS FOR FACULTY, 

STUDENTS, AND COMMUNITY MEMBERS 

E-mail: iwupeacegarden@gmail.com  

Facebook: “Like” our “IWU Peace Garden” page 

Blog: http://blogs.iwu.edu/iwupeacegarden/ 

IWU Peace Garden 

IWU Peace Garden 

Groundbreaking Cer-

emony– April 17, 

2012 

Tomatoes and  

peppers from the 

garden 


