UNIVERSITY PERSONNEL

THE CORPORATION
(effective August, 2026)

The corporate name of the institution is ILLINOIS WESLEYAN
UNIVERSITY. The Board of Trustees is at present constituted as follows, the
date in connection with each name being that of first election to membership

on the Board.

OFFICERS OF THE BOARD

Timothy J. Szerlong *74
Chair

John W. (Jack) Dickens ’86
Vice Chair

Herbert A. Getz’77

Vice Chair

Edward B. Rust, Jr.’72
Vice Chair

'W. Thomas Lawrence ’80
Treasurer

Ann E. Marquis Fisher ’82
Secretary

TRUSTEES

Ex Officio

Sheahon J. Zenger (2024)

President of the University,
Bloomington, Illinois

Kennetha Bigham-Tsai and David Bard
(2025)

Bishops of the Illinois Great Rivers
Conference, United Methodist Church
Springfield, Illinois

Andy Shirk (2022)

President, Illinois Wesleyan Associates
Growth Coach, Bloom Growth
Bloomington, Illinois

Megan Howe ’05 (2025)

President, Alumni Association
Chicago, Illinois

For the term expiring in 2027

Rod Adams *95 (2022)

Principal, Talent Acquisition and
Onboarding Leader
PricewaterhouseCoopers, LLP

Eric Bieber ’82, M.D.

President and CEO,

Rocherster Regional Health System (retired)
Michael A. Clark ’76 (1994)

Retired Partner, Sidley Austin LLP
Herbert A. Getz 77 (1991)

President,

Buntrock Foundations

Leah Merrifield *78 (2022)

Associate Vice Chancellor for
Community Engagement, Washington
University (retired)

Desiree Quizon-Colquitt ’89 (2025)
Senior Manager, Global External Supply,
Pfizer

Laura Randolph 92, M.D. (2014, 2018)
Plastic Surgeon,

Laura C. Randolph, M.D.S.C.

Corey Schieler 97 (2022)
Director - Venture Capital Department
State Farm Insurance Companies

Marc F. Talluto ’94 (2017)
Entrepreneur | Investor

Lucy Wisdom *95, M.D. (2025)
Dermatologist,
Associates in Dermatology

Josh Yount ’95 (2021)
Litigation and Dispute Resolution Partner,
Mayer Brown
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For the term expiring in 2028

Justin Ahrens *94 (2026)
Principal; Rule29

Chris Bisaillon ’93 (2025)

Chief Marketing Officer and General
Partner,

Riverwalk Capital Partners

Jason Dinges 98, ].D. (2026)
Investment Professional and IP Counsel,
Morningside Technology Advisory LLC
Robin Favor ’00 (2025)

General Surgeon,

Suburban Surgical Associates/Suburban
Metabolic Institute

Jim Joslin 93, J.D. (2022)

Partner & General Counsel

RQR Partners

Danielle M. Kays ’01, J.D. (2019)
Partner,

Fisher Phillips

W. Thomas Lawrence *80 (2007)

Tax Managing Partner,

Ernst & Young LLP (retired)

Ann E. Marquis Fisher ’82 (2016)
Personal Banking Officer,

Wells Fargo Bank, (retired)

Sam Porritt ’83 (2025)

Vice President of Associate
Communication,

Collective Brands Inc. (retired)

Jim Richter ’93, M.D. (2026)

Senior Director, Scientific Affairs,

Eli Lilly and Company

Edward B. Rust, Jr. 72, H 94 (1985)
Chairman and Chief Executive Officer,
State Farm Insurance Companies (retired)
Mandy Watson 01, J.D. (2025)
Assistant General Counsel,

Caterpillar, Inc.

Stephanie Whyte *91, M.D. (2022)
Senior Clinical Solutions Medical Director,
Aetna Medicaid

For the term expiring in 2029

Phyllis Barker 73 (2002)

Director of Volunteer Services,

Little Brothers-Friends of the Elderly,
Chicago Chapter, (retired)

Dirk Behrends, ’87 (2023)

Vice President

Togetherwork Holdings, LLC

Mark Denzler *93 (2023)

President & CEO

Illinois Manufacturer’s Association (IMA)

John W. (Jack) Dickens ’86 (2020)
Executive Vice President and Chief
Operating Officer,

LivCor (retired)

Ron Greene (2020)
President and Chief Executive Officer,
Afni

Deon Hornsby ’97 (2023)
Underwriting Director
AIG Private Client Group

Colleen Kannaday (2018)
President
Carle BroMenn Medical Center

Thomas C. McKinney, Jr. M.D.’76
(1991) Retired Pediatrician,
St. Louis Pediatric Associates, Inc.

Elizabeth Nohren *98, J.D. (2026)
Public Administrator and Public
Guardian,

Shelby County Illinois
Kimberly Sterling *92 (2020)
Operations Vice President

State Farm Insurance Companies
John Strosahl ’89 (2026)

CEQO,

Jamf

Timothy J. Szerlong ’74 (2011)

President, Worldwide Field Operations,
CNA Financial Corp. (retired)
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Honorary Byron Tucci ’66 (2010)

Bloomington, Illinois
Miles Buckinghamshire, the Earl of

Buckinghamshire (1995) George Vinya.rd 171 (1977)
Buckinghamshire, England Glen Ellyn, Illinois

Howard E. Fricke ’60, H ’09 and Steven.I. Wanne.ma'cher ’73 (2001)
Sharon Fricke 60 (2011) Bloomington, Illinois.
Reno, Nevada Richard F. Wilson (2004)
Kent W. Wallace 62 (2011) Bloomington, Illinois
Dallas, Texas Robert K. Zimmermann ’71 (2013)
. St. Louis, Missouri
Emeriti
Marvin D. Bower 45 (1976) ADMINISTRATIVE
Scottsdale, Arizona
i OFFICERS AND STAFF
Cathy T. Carswell ’65 (1996)
G ich, C ticut . . .
reenwich, Lonneciic Presidents of Illinois Wesleyan
Gilbert L. Dorsey *62 (1992) X
Bloomington, Illinois 1. Clinton W. Sears 1855-1857
’ 2. Oliver Spencer Munsell 1857-1873
Robert E. Field ’67 (1990) 3. Samuel J. Fallows 1873-1875
New Lenox, Illinois 4. William H. H. Adams  1875-1888
David W, Gaffron (1999) 5. William H. Wilder ~ 1888-1898
Bloomington, lllinois 6. Edgar M. Smith 1898-1905
. , 7. Francis G. Barnes 1905-1908
J. Richard qul 55 (1977) 8. Theodore Kemp 1908-1922
Sarasota, Florida 9. William J. Davidson ~ 1922-1932
John E. Jordan >57 (1992) 10. Harry W. McPherson  1932-1937
Urbana, Illinois 11. Wiley G. Brooks 1937-1939
. ) 12. William E. Shaw 1939-1947
Garry D. Kinder ’55 (1990) 13. Merrill J. Holmes 1947-1958
Dallas, Texas 14. Lloyd M. Bertholf 1958-1968
Rebie R. Kingston H 96 (1994) 15. Robert S. Eckley 1968-1986
West Bloomfield, Michigan 16. Wayne Anderson 1986-1988
N 17. Minor Myers, jr. 1989-2003
Kathy Larey Lewton '70 (1992) 18, Richard F. Wilson 2004-2015
Bloomington, Illinois 19. EricR. Jensen 2015-2019
John W. Maitland, Jr. (1983) 20. S. Georgia Nugent 2019-2024
Bloomington, Illinois 21. Sheahon J. Zenger 2024-

Thomas J. Neis *70 (2002)
Crystal Lake, Illinois

Robert E. Page ’58, H ’86 (2003)
Rancho Santa Fe, California

J. William Roberts ’64 (2006, 2014)
Springfield, Illinois

Ronald L. Ruecker ’66 (2002)
Webster Groves, Missouri

James A. Shirk (1987)
Bloomington, Illinois

Anne Colwell Tryon (1988)
Frankfort, Michigan
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President’s Cabinet

Sheahon J. Zenger, Ph.D.
President
Julie Anderson ’87, M.B.A.
Chief of Staff
Ann Aubry, B.A.
Director of Communications
Karla Carney-Hall, Ph.D.
Vice President for Student Affairs and
Dean of Students
E.K. Franks, Ed.D.
Vice President of External
Partnerships and Strategic Initiatives
Mark Gibson, M.B.A., Ph.D.
Chief Marketing and Branding Officer
Rick Lindquist ’99, B.A.
Chief Information Officer
Craig Maynard, CMA, M.S.A.
Vice President for Finance and
Operations
Jesse Meyer, Ph.D.
Vice President for Advancement
John Miles, Ph.D.
Provost and Dean of the Faculty
Rebecca A. Roesner, Ph.D.
Associate Provost for Academic
Planning and Standards
Gaelyn Rose, M.B.A.
Vice President for Enrollment
Andrew Shallue, Ph.D.
Chairperson, Council on University
Programs and Policy
Michael D. Thompson, Ed.D.
Associate Vice President for
Institutional Effectiveness, and Staff
Council Representative
Mike Wagner, M.S.
Athletic Director

Academic Affairs

Leslie Betz, Ph.D.
Registrar
Monica Coleman, B.A.
Director of Grant Strategy
Stephanie Davis-Kahl, M.S.L.S.
University Librarian and Professor
Carmela Ferradans, Ph.D.
Dean of Curricular and Faculty
Development
Anneka Fraser, Ph.D.
Director of the International Office
Sarah Gliege, M.B.A.
Director of the Small Business
Development Center
Ben Hage, M.B.A., M.PA.
Director of Petrick Idea Center
Deborah Halperin, M.S.
Director of the Center for Engaged
Learning
John Miles, Ph.D.
Provost and Dean of the Faculty
Shari Rich, Ed.D.
Director of Academic Advising
Rebecca A. Roesner, Ph.D.
Associate Provost for Academic
Planning and Standards

Admissions and Financial Aid
Gaelyn Rose, M.B.A.
Vice President for Enrollment
Olivia Braun, B.A.
Dean of Admissions
Andrew Reddington, M.B.A.
Director of Financial Aid
Scott A. Seibring 85, M.S.
Director of Constituency Engagement
Elsa Taylor-Cless, M.P.A.
Director of Enrollment Operations
and Systems
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Advancement and Alumni
Engagement
Jesse Meyer, Ph.D.
Vice President for Advancement
Gina Bianchi, M.S.
Associate Vice President for
Advancement
Megan Diniz
Director of Stewardship and Donor
Relations
Jordan Fish, C.E.P, M.B.A.
Director of Planned & Structured Giving
'Val Hawkins 09, M..S.
Assistant Vice President for
Advancement - Campaign Strategy
and Donor Engagement
Emily Kabbes, B.S.
Director of Annual Giving
Dan Kirk, B.S.
Director of Advancement Systems
Van Miller ’04, B.A.
Assistant Vice President for
Corporate & Community Partnerships
Olivia Ruff’19, B.A.
Director of Alumni Engagement

Finance and Operations

Craig Maynard, CMA, M.S.A.
Vice President for Finance and
Operations

Linda Tuttle ’87, B.S.

Controller

Scott Wilson
Investment & Accounting Manager

Kenton Frost
Director of Physical Plant

Anna Compton ’07, M.A.
Director of Conference Services

University Marketing
Communications
Mark Gibson, Ph.D.

Chief Marketing & Branding Officer

Ann Aubry, B.A.
Director of University Marketing
Communications

Autum Kopp, M.Ed.
Associate Director of University
Marketing Communications

Information Technology
Services
Rick Lindquist *99, B.A.
Chief Information Officer
Keisha Brown, M.S., M.B.A.
Director of Enterprise Systems

Michael Zehr
Chief Information Security Officer

Student Affairs
Karla Carney-Hall, Ph.D.
Vice President for Student Affairs and
Dean of Students
Christina Armstrong, M.S.W., L.C.S.W.
Director of Counseling and
Consultation Services
Kyle Griffith 07, J.M., M.A.
Dean of Students for Campus Life
Cora Kennedy, B.S.
Director of Esports
Warren Kistner ’83, M..S.
Director of Hart Career Center

Cathy Rent, M.A.E.D.
Dean of Students for Community
Standards

Mark Tallman, Ph.D.
Director of Campus Safety

Courtney Turnbull, B.S.
Director of Student Involvement
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THE FACULTY

(EFFECTIVE AUGUST, 2026)

In the case of two comma-separated
dates, the first indicates year of first
appointment to the faculty; the second,
year of appointment to present rank or
emeritus status.

Emeriti

Teodora Amoloza, Ph.D.

Professor of Sociology (1990, 2022)

B.S., ML.S., University of the Philippines;
Ph.D., University of Nebraska.

Susan E. Anderson, Ph.D.
Professor, Library (1992, 2017)

B.S., Illinois State University;
M.L.S., Ph.D., University of Illinois.

Miles C. Bair, M.A.

Professor of Art (1979, 2015)

Director of the School of Art (1979-2015)
B.S., M.Ed., Edinboro State College;
M.A., West Virginia University.

Marina Balina, Ph.D.

Isaac Funk Professor (2007-2019) and
Professor of Russian Studies (1989, 2019)
A.B., M.A.,, Pedagogical University of
Leningrad, USSR;

Ph.D., University of Leningrad.

Melinda Baur, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor of Chemistry (2008, 2021)
B.S., Calvin College;

M.S., Indiana University;

Ph.D., University of North Carolina.

David Bollivar, Ph.D.

Linnaeus Sherff Professor of Botany (2014-
2022) and Professor of Biology (1996, 2022)
B.A., Illinois Wesleyan University;

Ph.D,, Indiana University.

Shela Bondurant-Koehler, D.Mus.Ed.
Associate Professor of Music (1992, 2013)
B.M.E., Murray State University;

M.M.,, Ball State University;

D.Mus.Ed., Indiana State University.

Barbara Bowman, Ph.D.

Professor of English (1976, 2010)
B.A., Antioch College;

M.A., Ph.D,, University of Maryland.

Susan J. Brandon, M.F.A.

Associate Professor of Music (1967, 2009)
B.S., Bowling Green State University;
M.A., M.F.A,, University of Iowa.

Robert C. Bray, Ph.D.

R. Forrest Colwell Professor of American
Literature (1986-2014) and Professor of
English (1970, 2014)

B.A., Kansas State College (Pittsburg);
M.A., Ph.D,, University of Chicago.

Dennis Bridges, M.S.

Professor of Physical Education (1964, 2015)
Director of Athletics (1981-2015)

B.S., Illinois Wesleyan University;

M.S., llinois State University.

Charlotte Brown, Ph.D.

Associate Professor of Philosophy (1990, 2011)
B.A., Manhattanville College;

M.A., Ph.D,, Yale University.

Jared Brown, Ph.D.

Professor of Theatre Arts (1989, 2002)
B.F.A., Ithaca College;

M.A., San Francisco State College;
Ph.D., University of Minnesota.

Meghan Burke, Ph.D.

Professor of Sociology (2009, 2022)

B.A., Grand Valley State University;
M.A., Ph.D,, Loyola University of Chicago.

Mary Ann Bushman, Ph.D.

Associate Professor of English (1980, 2018)
B.A., University of Illinois;

M.A., Ph.D,, University of California-
Berkeley.

Christopher J. Callahan, Ph.D.

Professor of French and Spanish (1989, 2021)
A.B., University of Notre Dame;

M.A., Middlebury College;

Ph.D., Indiana University.

Wes Chapman, Ph.D.

Associate Professor of English (1991, 2024)
B.A., University of Colorado;

M.A., Ph.D,, Cornell University.

Amanda Coles, M.A., Ph.D.
Associate Professor of History (2009, 2026)
B.A., University of Colorado;
M.A., Ph.D,, University of Pennsylvania.

R. Kent Cook, D.M.

Professor of Piano (1999, 2020)
B.M., Baylor University;

M.M., D.M,, Indiana University.
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Barbara Cothren, M.S.

Associate Professor of Physical Education
(1979, 2001)

B.S., M.S., Illinois State University.

Bruce B. Criley, Ph.D.

George C. and Ella Beach Lewis Professor
of Biology (1980-2008) and Professor of
Biology (1971, 2008)

B.S., M.S., Ph.D., University of Illinois.

Bruno deHarak, Ph.D.
Professor of Physics (2009, 2022)
B.S., M.S., Ph.D., University of Kentucky.

Robert C. Delvin, A.M.L.S.
Professor, Library (1980, 2017)
B.A., Hope College;

M.A., Eastern Michigan University;
AM.L.S., University of Michigan.

Connie M. Dennis, Ph.D.

Professor of Nursing (1973, 2011)
B.S.N,, Illinois Wesleyan University;
M.S.N., University of Arizona;
Ph.D., Illinois State University.

Herman L. Detweiler, M.S.T.

Associate Professor of Physics (1968, 2006)
B.S., Illinois State University;

M.S.T., Illinois Wesleyan University.

C. Lynn DeVore, Ph.D.

Associate Professor of English (1984, 2014)
B.A., Midwest Christian College;

M.A., Fort Hays Kansas State College;
Ph.D., University of Tulsa.

Lynda Duke, M.S.

Professor, Library (2001, 2020)
Associate Provost for Academic Planning
and Standards (2017-2020)

B.A., Michigan State University;
M.U.P, University of Michigan;

M.S., Illinois State University.

Norman D. Eash, M.S..

Professor of Physical Education and Head
Football Coach (1987, 2024)

B.S., llinois Wesleyan University;

M.S., Illinois State University.

Steven W. Eggleston, M.M.
Professor of Music (1979, 2014)
B.M., Butler University;

M.M.,, University of Michigan.

Irving Epstein, Ph.D.

Rhodes Professor of Peace and Social Justice
(2015-2021) and Professor of Educational
Studies (1996, 2021)

Director of the Center for Human Rights
(2016-2021)

B.A., Lake Forest College;

M.A., University of Toronto;

M.A., Claremont Graduate School;
Ph.D., University of California, Los Angeles.

Constance Estep, M.F.A.

Associate Professor of Art (1997, 2026)
B.A., Rice University;

M.EA,, Pratt Institute.

Linda J. Farquharson, D.M.A.
Professor of Music (1988, 2020)
B.M.E., The Ohio State University;
M.M.,, Kent State University;
D.M.A., University of Illinois.

J. Scott Ferguson, D.M.A

Fern Rosetta Sherff Professor of Music (2022-
2024) and Professor of Music (1996, 2024)
B.Mus., Oberlin College Conservatory

of Music;

M.EA., University of California-Irvine;
D.M.A., University of Wisconsin-Madison.

Victoria N. Folse, Ph.D.

Caroline E. Rupert Chair of Nursing (2014-
2022) and Professor of Nursing (2002, 2022)
Director, School of Nursing (2009-2022)
B.S.N,, Illinois Wesleyan University;
M.S., University of Illinois-Chicago;
Ph.D., Saint Louis University.

Ruth Ann C. Friedberg, M.S.
Associate Professor of Business
Administration (1995, 2006)

B.A., Wheaton College (Mass.);
M.A.T., Northwestern University;
M.S., Illinois State University.

Mona J. Gardner, Ph.D.

Adlai H. Rust Professor of Insurance/
Finance (1989-2008) and Professor of
Insurance/Finance (1988, 2008)

Special Assistant to the President (2002-2008)
B.A., Southern Methodist University;
M.A., Columbia University;

M.B.A,, Ph.D., University of Cincinnati.

Roger A. Garrett, M.M.
Associate Professor of Music (1988, 2020)
B.M., M.M.,, University of Michigan.

Timothy J. Garvey, Ph.D.

Professor of Art (1980, 2011)

B.A., M.A.,, University of Minnesota;
M.A., University of Minnesota-Duluth;
Ph.D., University of Minnesota.
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David M. Gehrenbeck, S.M.D.
Professor of Music (1971, 1996)
B.A. Macalester College;

S.M.M., S.M.D., Union Theological
Seminary.

Nina Gordon, D.M.A.

Associate Professor of Music (1999, 2019)
B.M., Moscow Conservatory;

M.M., University of Tel Aviv;

D.M.A., University of Kansas.

Pennie Gray, Ph.D.

Associate Professor of Educational Studies
(2008, 2024)

B.S., M.S., Ph.D,, Illinois State University.

Donna L. Hartweg, Ph.D.

Caroline F. Rupert Chair of Nursing (1998-

2010) and Professor of Nursing (1978, 2010)
Director of the School of Nursing (1991-2009)
B.S.N., University of Iowa;

M.S. Ed., Illinois State University;

M.S., University of Illinois;

Ph.D., Wayne State University.

Sheila R. Jesek-Hale, D.N.Sc.

Associate Professor of Nursing (1986, 2008)
B.S.N., Millikin University;

M.S.N., Texas Women’s University;
D.N.Sc., Rush University.

Given Harper, Ph.D.

Beach Lewis Professor of Biology (2011-
2024) and Professor of Biology (1992, 2024)
B.A. Transylvania University;

M.S., Western Illinois University;

Ph.D,, Illinois State University.

Tian-Xiao He, Ph.D.

Earl H. and Marian A. Beling Professor of
Natural Sciences (2013-2023)

Professor of Mathematics (1991, 2023)
B.S., ML.S. Hefei University of Technology;
Ph.D., Dalian University of Technology;
Ph.D., Texas A&M University.

Gordon J. Horwitz, Ph.D.
Professor of History (1989, 2024)
B.A., Princeton University;
M.A., Ph.D., Harvard University.

Frederick B. Hoyt, Ph.D.

Associate Professor of Business
Administration (1987, 2019)

B.A., University of Chicago;

M.B.A,, lllinois State University;

Ph.D., University of Wisconsin-Madison.

William Jaeckle, Ph.D.

Semour and Dianne Galina Endowed
Professor of Biology (2019-2026) and
Professor of Biology (2001, 2026)
B.A.,Humboldt State University;

Ph.D., University of Southern California-
Los Angeles.

Abigail Jahiel, Ph.D.

Professor of Environmental Studies and
International Studies (1999, 2024)
B.A., Cornell University;

Ph.D., University of Michigan.

Noél Kerr, Ph.D.

Associate Professor of Nursing (2010, 2026)
B.S., San Jose State University;

M.S., University of California-Los Angeles;
Ph.D., Rutgers, The State University of
New Jersey.

Robin L. Leavitt, Ph.D.

Professor of Educational Studies (1995, 2017)
B.A., Ripon College;

M.A., Ph.D,, University of Illinois.

Brenda Lessen Knoll, Ph.D.

Associate Professor of Nursing (2008, 2026)
B.S.N,, Illinois Wesleyan University;
M.S., Ph.D., University of Illinois, Chicago.

Nancy B. Loitz, M.F.A.

Professor of Theatre Arts (1986, 2024)
B.A.C., Bowling Green State University;
M.EA.,, University of Minnesota.

Thomas D. Lutze, Ph.D.
Professor of History (1996, 2022)
B.A., M.A,, Ph.D., University of
Wisconsin-Madison.

Rebecca Mafazy, Ph.D.

Professor of Anthropology (1999, 2022)
B.A., Mount Holyoke College;

M.A., Ph.D,, University of Florida.

Robert R. Mangialardi, M.M.
Assistant Professor of Music (2008, 2023)
B.M.E, M.M. Illinois State University.

Dennis W. Martel, M..S.

Associate Professor of Physical Education
and Head Baseball Coach (1986, 2024)
B.S. University of Main;

M.S. Illinois State University.

David S. Marvin, J.D.

Interim Provost and Dean of the Faculty
(2024) and Associate Professor of Business
Administration (1994, 2025)
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B.S., St. Cloud State University;
J.D., University of Minnesota Law School;
M.B.A., University of Oklahoma.

James D. Matthews, Ph.D.

Associate Professor of French (1986, 2018)
B.A., Albion College;

M.A., Ph.D,, University of Michigan.

Vadim Mazo, M.M.

Professor of Music (1987, 2020)

B.M., Vitebsk Music College, U.S.S.R.;
M.M., Belorussian State Conservatory,
US.S.R.

Sherilyn McElroy, M.S.
Professor of Art (1988, 2018)
B.S., ML.S., Illinois State University.

Sharie A. Metcalfe, Ph.D.
Professor of Nursing (1979, 2008)
B.S., Bradley University;

M.S.N., University of Illinois;
Ph.D., Wayne State University.

Meg P. Miner, M..S.

Associate Professor, Library (2002-2023)
B.A., Northern Illinois University;
ML.S., University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign.

Carren Moham, D.M.A.

Professor of Music (1998, 2011)
B.A., Northeastern State University,
Oklahoma;

M.M,, The University of Oklahoma;
D.M.A., The Ohio State University.

William E. Morris, Ph.D.
Professor of Philosophy (2000, 2012)
B.A., Rhodes College;

M.A., Ph.D,, University of Virginia.

Robert L. Mowery, Ph.D.

Professor, Library (1968, 1998)

B.S. in M.E., Purdue University;

B.D., Garrett Theological Seminary;
M.S.L.S., University of Illinois;

M.A., Ph.D., Northwestern University.

Pamela B. Muirhead, Ph.D.

Associate Professor of English (1972, 2014)
B.A., Illinois Wesleyan University;

M.A., Northwestern University;

Ph.D., University of Illinois.

Carole A. Myscofski, Ph.D.

McFee Professor of Religion (2011-2022)
and Professor of Religion (1991, 2022)
A.B., AM,, Ph.D., University of Chicago.

Kathleen B. O’Gorman, Ph.D.
Professor of English (1986, 2021)
B.A., M.A., Marywood College;
Ph.D., University of Notre Dame.

Mauricio Parra, Ph.D.

Professor of Hispanic Studies (1990, 2018)
B.A., M.A.,, University of California-
Santa Barbara;

Ph.D., University of Illinois.

Mario Pelusi, Ph.D.

Professor of Music (1998, 2019)

B.M., M.M,, University of Southern California;
M.F.A,, Ph.D,, Princeton University.

Julie D. Prandi, Ph.D.

Professor of German (1984, 2013)
B.A., M.A.,, Ph.D,, University of
California-Berkeley.

Christopher Prendergast, Ph.D.
Professor of Sociology (1985, 2010)

B.A., Brooklyn College;

M.A,, Ph.D,, Southern Illinois University.

Timothy R. Rettich, Ph.D.

Professor of Chemistry (1981, 2025)

B.S., University of Dayton;

Ph.D., Case Western Reserve University.

Georganne Rundblad, Ph.D.
Professor of Sociology (1992, 2016)
B.A., ML.S,, Illinois State University;
Ph.D., University of Illinois.

Alison Sainsbury, Ph.D.

Associate Professor of English (1991, 2019)
B.A., M.A,, University of Colorado;
M.A., Ph.D,, Cornell University.

Kathryn Scherck, D.N.Sc.

Associate Professor of Nursing (1987, 1996)
B.S., University of Washington;

M.S., University of California-San
Francisco;

D.N.Sc., Rush University.

Karen Schmidt, Ph.D.

University Librarian and Professor
(2007, 2019)

B.A.,, M.L.S,, Indiana University;
Ph.D., University of Illinois.

Roger H. Schnaitter, Ph.D.

Associate Provost for Academic Planning
and Standards (1994-2010)

Professor of Psychology (1969, 2010)
B.A., Ph.D,, University of Minnesota.
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Robert Schultz, Ph.D.

Professor of History (1993, 2024)

B.A., California State University-Fullerton;
M.A., Ph.D,, University of Minnesota.

Michael C. Seeborg, Ph.D.

Robert S. Eckley Distinguished Professor
of Economics (1989, 2020)

B.A., University of Oregon;

Ph.D., University of Utah.

Scott Sheridan, Ph.D.

Professor of French and Italian (1998, 2021)
B.A,, M.A,, University of Nebraska-Lincoln;
Ph.D., University of Iowa.

James P. Sikora, Ph.D.

Professor of Sociology (1979, 2017)
B.A., Southern Illinois University;
M.A., Ph.D,, University of Illinois.

Charles Springwood, Ph.D.
Professor of Anthropology (1996-2022)
B.A., Purdue University;

M.A., Ph.D,, University of Illinois.

Kevin J. Strandberg, M.F.A.
Professor of Art (1979, 2018)
B.F.A., University of Minnesota;
M.F.A., University of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee.

Thomas W. Streeter, D.M.A.
Professor of Music (1971, 2011)
B.ML.E., M.M.E,, Indiana University;
D.M.A.,, Catholic University.

Nancy Sultan, Ph.D.

Professor of Greek and Roman Studies
(1993-2023)

B.A. University of North Carolina;
M.A., University of Minnesota;
Ph.D., Harvard University.

Scott Susong, M.F.A.

Associate Professor of Theatre Arts
(2007, 2024)

B.A., University of Texas at El Paso;
M.EA., Towson University.

Susan L. Swanlund, Ph.D.

Associate Professor of Nursing (2002, 2016)
B.S., Illinois Wesleyan University;

M.S., Texas Woman’s University;

Ph.D,, Saint Louis University.

Margaret D. Tennis, Ed.D.

Associate Professor of Nursing (1986, 1999)
B.S.N,, Berea College;

M.S.N., University of Illinois-Peoria;
Ed.D., Illinois State University.

Daniel P. Terkla, Ph.D.

Professor of English (1995, 2018)

B.A., M.A,, California State University—
Long Beach;

Ph.D., University of Southern California.

Marcia Thomas, M.S.

Professor, Library (2006, 2018)
B.A., lllinois Wesleyan University;
ML.S., University of Illinois.

Hans-Joerg Tiede, Ph.D.

Professor of Computer Science (1999, 2017)
B.S., Freie Universitat Berlin;

M.S., Ph.D,, Indiana University.

Curtis C. Trout, M.E.A.
Professor of Theatre Arts (1990, 2024)
B.A., M.EA., Western Illinois University.

Todd M. Tucker, Ph.D.

Associate Professor of Music (1981, 2006)
B.F.A., University of South Dakota;
M.M., Ph.D,, Indiana University.

David J. Vayo, A.Mus.D.

Fern Rosetta Sherff Professor of Music (2012-
2020) and Professor of Music (1991, 2020)
B.M., M.M,, Indiana University;
A.Mus.D., University of Michigan.

William J. Walsh, Ph.D.

Professor of Business Administration
(1990, 2023)

B.S., US. Air Force Academy;
M.A., Ph.D,, Indiana University.

W. Michael Weis, Ph.D.

Professor of History (1988, 2021)
B.S., Bowling Green State University;
M.A., Ph.D,, Ohio State University.

William R. West, M.M.
Professor of Music (1982, 2024)
B.M., West Virginia University;
M.M., University of Michigan.

David M. Willis, Ph.D.

Associate Professor of Business
Administration (1995, 2022)

B.A.,, M.A,, Ph.D,, Ohio State University;
M.B.A., Ph.D., University of Cincinnati.

Raymond G. Wilson, Ph.D.

Associate Professor of Physics (1962, 1997)
B.S., ML.S., University of Illinois;

Ph.D., University of Arizona.
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Michael B. Young, Ph.D.

Robert Harrington Professor of History
(2013-2019) and Professor of History
(1970, 2019)

B.A., Moravian College;

M.A., Ph.D., Harvard University.

Nancy W. Zander, M.S.,

Assistant Professor of Nursing (1987, 1993)
B.S.N., Governors State University;

M.S., DePaul University.

Endowed Chairs and
Professorships

Illinois Wesleyan University currently
has a number of endowed Chairs and
Professorships. These endowed faculty
positions, the honorees for whom they are
named, and the year in which the endow-
ment was established are listed below.

Isaac Funk Professorship (1866)
Joanne Diaz, Ph.D. (named 2022)
Isaac Funk Endowed Professor of English

The R. Forrest Colwell Endowed
Professor of English (1972)
James Plath, Ph.D. (named 2015)
R. Forrest Colwell Chair of English

The McFee Professorship of Religion
(1984)

Kevin Sullivan, Ph.D. (named 2024)
McFee Endowed Professor and Professor of
Accounting

The Dr. Robert S. Eckley Professorship
of Economics (1986)

Bryan McCannon 98, Ph.D. (named 2023)
Robert S. Eckley Endowed Professor of
Economics and Dean of the School of
Business and Economics

The Edward R. Telling *46

Endowed Professorship of Business
Administration (1987)

Robert Kearney, J.D. (named 2014)
Edward R. Telling ‘46 Endowed Professor
of Business Administration

The Deloris Helsley Ascher
Professorship of Nursing (2007)

Amber Kujath ‘97, Ph.D. (named 2024)
Deloris Helsley Ascher Professor of Nursing
and Dean of the School of Nursing and
Health Sciences

Robert W. Harrington Endowed
Professorship (2010)

Edgar Lehr, Ph.D. (named 2022)

Robert Harrington Endowed Professor

of Biology

Robert W. Harrington Endowed
Professorship (2010)

Michael Theune, Ph.D. (named 2019)
Robert Harrington Endowed Professor of
English

Byron S. Tucci Endowed
Professorship (2010)

Carolyn A. Nadeau, Ph.D. (named 2010)
Byron S. Tucci Professor of Hispanic Studies

Wendell and Loretta Hess Professorship
of Chemistry (2012)

Ram Mohan, Ph.D. (named 2013)
Wendell and Loretta Hess Professor of
Chemistry

Betty Ritchie-Birrer ’47 and Ivan Birrer,
Ph.D. Endowed Professorship (2013)
William A. Munro, Ph.D. (named 2013)
Betty Ritchie-Birrer 47 and Ivan Birrer
Ph.D. Professor of Political Science

B. Charles and Joyce Eichhorn Ames
Professorship (2014)

Gabriel C. Spalding, Ph.D. (named 2014)
B. Charles and Joyce Eichhorn Ames
Professor of Physics

Sally A. Firestone Professorship in
Peace and Social Justice (2014)

James P. Simone, Ph.D. (named 2022)
Sally A. Firestone Endowed Professor in
Peace and Social Justice

Regular

Cassondra Adkins, D.N.P.
Assistant Professor of Nursing (2025)
B.S.N., Saint Louis University;
M.S.N., D.N.P. Southern Illinois
University, Edwardsville.

Richard Alvey, Ph.D.

Associate Professor of Biology (2018, 2024)
B.S., Virginia Tech;

Ph.D.,, Indiana University.

Courtney Amaro, M.F.A.

Visiting Assistant Professor of Lighting
Design (2025)

B.S., Northwest Missouri State University;
M.EA,, Southern Methodist University.
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Keller Andrews, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor of Physics (2023)
B.S., Abilene Christian University;

M.S., Ph.D., Texas Tech University.

Mariana Araujo Ribeiro Porta, Ph.D.
Visiting Assistant Professor of
International and Global Studies (2025)
B.S., M.S., Universidade Federal Rural de
Pernambuco, Recife, Brazil;

Ph.D., Oregon State University.

Charles Berggren, B.M.

Instructor of Theatre Arts (2019) and
Music Coordinator

B.M,, Illinois Wesleyan University.

Jessica Brownfield, M.S.N.

Assistant Professor of Nursing (2025)
A.D.N., Richmond Community College;
B.S.N., M.S.N., Purdue University
Northwest.

Kriti Budhiraja, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor of Sociology (2024)
B.A. Lady Shri Ram College for Women,
Delhi University;

M.A., M.Phil, Jawaharlal Nehru University;
M.A., Ph.D. University of Minnesota.

Brook Burns, Ph.D.

Visiting Assistant Professor of Philosophy (2026)
B.A., Wesleyan University;

Ph.D., University of Oregon.

Melissa Calvillo, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor of Nursing (2025)
B.S., University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign;

M.S. DePaul University;

Ph.D,, Illinois State University.

Logan Campbell, M.M.

Director of the School of Music (2025)
Assistant Professor of Music (2023)
B.M., Furman University;

M.M., University of Tennessee.

Anna Corvera, M.EA.

Associate Professor of Theatre Arts (2022,
2026)

B.EA., University of Illinois;

M.FA., The College at Brockport: State
University of New York.

Loralyn Cozy, Ph.D.

Associate Professor of Biology (2014, 2020)
B.S., Western Washington University;
Ph.D,, Indiana University.

Alyssa Culp, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor of Modern European
History (2023, 2025)

B.A., University of South Florida;
M.A., Ph.D., University of Tennessee.

Stephanie Davis-Kahl, M.S.
University Librarian 2020)
Professor, Library (2004, 2025)
B.A., Oberlin College;

M.S., University of Illinois, Urbana-
Champaign.

Clark Dennis III, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor of Biology (2024, 2025)
B.S., M.S., University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign;

Ph.D., University of Minnesota-Twin Cities.

Joanne Diaz, Ph.D.

Isaac Funk Endowed Professor of English
(2022)

Professor of English (2008, 2020)

B.A., Tufts University;

M.F.A., New York University;

Ph.D., Northwestern University.

Jessie Dixon-Montgomery, Ph.D.
Associate Professor of Hispanic Studies
(2019)

B.A., Knox College;

M.A., Ph.D,, University of Chicago.

Daniel Dodd, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor of Kinesiology and
Allied Health (2023)

B.S., Edith Cowan University, Perth
Australia;

M.S., Ph.D.,, Arizona State University.

Zahia Drici, Ph.D.

Professor of Mathematics (1995, 2005)
Licence es-Sciences Physiques, University
of Algiers, Algeria;

M.S., Case Western Reserve University;
M.S., Ph.D., Ph.D., Florida Institute of
Technology.

Matthew Dugas, Ph.D.

Visiting Assistant Professor of Biology (2026)
B.A., Colgate University;

Ph.D., University of Oklahoma.

Michael Duncan, Ph.D.

Visiting Assistant Professor of Economics (2026)
B.A., Washington and Jefferson College;
M.A., Pennsylvania State University:
Ph.D., West Virginia University.
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Aubrey Elson, M.F.A.

Assistant Professor of Acting, Voice, and
Speech (2025)

B.A., University of Southern California;
M.EA,, Florida Atlantic University.

Andy Engen, Ph.D.

Associate Professor of Philosophy (2012, 2019)
B.S., University of Wisconsin;

Ph.D., University of California.

Margaret Evans, Ph.D.

Associate Professor of Educational Studies
(2015, 2021)

B.A., University of Illinois-Urbana-
Champaign;

M.A., University of Illinois-Chicago;
Ph.D., University of Illinois-Urbana-
Champaign.

Carmela Ferradans, Ph.D.

Professor of Hispanic Studies (1992, 2006)
Dean of Curricular and Faculty
Development (2025)

B.A., University of Santiago de
Compostela, Spain;

M.A., University of Nevada, Las Vegas;
Ph.D., University of California-Irvine.

Todd Fuist, Ph.D.

Associate Professor of Sociology (2017, 2021)
B.A., M.A., DePaul University Chicago;
Ph.D,, Loyola University Chicago.

Tara Gerstner, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor of Business and
Marketing (2020)

B.A., Illinois Wesleyan;

M.B.A., University of Texas, San Antonio;
Ph.D., DePaul University.

Jiahao Gu, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor of Finance (2025)

B.S., Shanghai Jiao Tong University;
M.S., Shanghai University of Finance and
Economics;

M.B.A., Ph.D., West Virginia University.

Ben Hage, M.P.A., M.B.A.

Director of the Petrick Idea Center (2026)
Instructor of Business Administration
B.A., Eureka College;

M.B.A., Purdue University Global;
M.P.A., University of Illinois Springfield.

Elizabeth Haywood, Ph.D.
Associate Professor of Biology and General
Biology Laboratory Coordinator (2019, 2026)

B.S. Illinois State University;
M.S., Ph.D., University of Illinois.

Maxine He, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor of Neuroscience(2026)
B.S. University of Pittsburg;

Ph.D., University of Illinois Urbana-
Champaign.

Brianna Hernandez, Ph.D.

Visiting Assistant Professor of Political
Science (2026)

B.A. University of Miami;

M.A., Ph.D., Florida International
University.

RJ Hodde, M.E.A.

Director of the School of Theatre Arts (2026)
Assistant Professor of Theatre Arts (2024)
B.EA., DePaul University;

M.FA.,, Indiana University.

Amanda Hopkins, Ph.D.

Associate Professor of Nursing (2013, 2019)
B.S.N., M.S.N., Ph.D., University of
Illinois at Chicago.

Cameron Horn, M.B.A.
Instructor of Marketing (2024, 2025)
B.S., M.B.A,, Bradley University.

Courtney Irby, Ph.D.

Associate Professor of Sociology (2017, 2023)
B.A., Seattle Pacific University;

M.A., Ph.D,, Loyola University Chicago.

Robert Irons, Ph.D.

Associate Professor of Accounting and
Finance (2019)

B.S., M.B.A., Northeastern Illinois University;
Ph.D,, Illinois Institute of Technology.

Abdel E. Isakovic, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor of Physics (2024)
B.Sc., University of Sarajevo;

M.Sc., Ph.D., University of Minnesota.

Trevor Jack, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor of Mathematics (2022, 2026)
B.S., M.S., Boise State University;

].D., Notre Dame Law School;

Ph.D., University of Colorado Boulder.

Peggy Jacobs, D.N.P.

Associate Professor of Nursing and
Outcomes Coordinator (2017)

B.S.N., Mennonite College of Nursing;
M.S. Northern Illinois University;
D.N.P, University of Illinois at Chicago.
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Narendra K. Jaggi, Ph.D.
Professor of Physics (1991, 1998)
B.S., Ranchi University;

Ph.D., University of Bombay.

Billie Jarvis-Freeman, Ph.D.

Associate Professor of Humanities and
Director of the Writing Center and
Tutoring Services (2022)

B.A., 2nd B.A,, Tllinois State University;
M.A. University of Illinois-Springfield;
Ph.D., Illinois State University.

Ingrid Kammin, D.M.A.

Assistant Professor of Music (2023)

B.EA., University of Wisconsin at Milwaukee;
M.M., D.M.A., University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign.

Joy Kanengiser, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor of Economics (2024, 2026)
B.S., Lindenwood University;

M.A.,, Relay Graduate School of Education;
Ph.D. West Virginia University.

William A. Kauth, M.S.

Associate Professor of Kinesiology and
Allied Health (1994, 2007)

B.S., M.S., Ed.D,, Illinois State University.

Robert Kearney, J.D.

Edward R. Telling ‘46 Endowed Professor
of Business Administration (2014)
Professor of Business Administration
(2002, 2014)

B.A., ].D., University of Notre Dame;
M.B.A,, University of Illinois—Chicago.

Lindsey Kellar, Ph.D.

Associate Athletic Director for
Organizational and Student-Athlete
Development; Chair of Physical Education,
Sport and Wellness; Associate Dean of
Health Sciences (2013, 2025)

B.A., Siena College;

Ph.D., University of Albany, SUNY.

Michael Kellar, M.S.

Assistant Professor of Physical Education
and Head Baseball Coach (2024)

A.S. Lake Land College;

B.A., Niagara University;

M.S., University of Illinois -Urbana-
Champaign.

Jean Kerr, M.A.

Associate Professor of Theatre Arts
(1990, 1997)

B.A., B.M,, State University of New York—
Potsdam;
M.A., Ohio State University.

Anastasia Klimchynskaya, Ph.D.
Visiting Assistant Professor of English (2024)
B.A. University of Chicago;

M.A., Ph.D,, University of Pennsylvania.

Chisato Kojima, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor of Japanese (2020)
A.A., St. Margaret’s Junior College,
Tokyo, Japan;

B.A., Tokyo Woman’s Christian University;
M.A., Sophia University, Tokyo, Japan;
M.A., Ph.D,, Indiana University.

Wendy Kooken, Ph.D.

Associate Professor of Nursing (2012, 2018)
B.S.N., M.S.N,, Bradley University;

Ph.D,, Indiana University.

Amber Kujath, Ph.D.

Deloris Helsley Ascher Professor of
Nursing (2024)

Dean of the School of Nursing and Health
Sciences (2023), Professor of Nursing (2023)
B.A., B.S.N,, Illinois Wesleyan University;
M.S., Ph.D., University of Illinois at Chicago.

Linda J. Kunce, Ph.D.

Associate Professor of Psychology (1995, 2001)
B.S., B.A., University of Missouri-Columbia;
M.A., Ph.D,, State University of New
York-Buffalo.

Abby Kushina, M.A.

Assistant Professor of Physical Education
and Head Women’s Lacrosse Coach (2024)
B.A., Illinois Wesleyan University;

M.A., McKendree University.

Brian Law, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor of Computer Science
(2020)

B.S., University of Waterloo;

B.Ed., M.S., Ph.D., University of Toronto.

Seung-Hwan Lee, Ph.D.

Associate Professor of Mathematics
(2010, 2023)

B.S., M.S., Chung-Ang University;
M.S., Texas A&M University;
Ph.D., Texas Tech University.

Edgar Lehr, Ph.D.
Robert Harrington Endowed Professor
of Biology (2022)
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Professor of Biology (2009, 2017)

M.S., Gutenberg University;

Ph.D., Goethe University;

Dr. Habil., University of Koblenz, Landau.

Mark Liffiton, Ph.D.

Associate Professor of Computer Science
(2009, 2015)

B.A., Simon’s Rock College of Bard;
M.A., Worcester Polytechnic Institute;
Ph.D., University of Michigan.

Xiaochuan Liu, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor of Chemistry and
Biochemistry (2026)

B.S., Chuzhou University;

Ph.D., University of Science and
Technology of China.

Todd Lowder, M.A.

Assistant Professor of Physical Education
(2021, 2023) and Head Men’s Track &
Field and Head Strength & Conditioning
Coach (2021)

B.S., Christopher Newport University;
M.A., Concordia University.

Carmen Lozar, M.E.A.

Director of the School of Art and Design (2024)
Associate Professor of Art and Design
(2006, 2024)

B.EA., University of Illinois;

M.EA., New York State College of
Ceramics at Alfred University.

Abigail Mann, M.S.L.S.

Associate Professor in The Ames Library
(2021, 2026)

B.A. University of North Carolina;
M.A. Indiana University;

Ph.D. Indiana University;

M.S.L.S. University of North Carolina.

Amelia Marino, M.S.

Assistant Professor of Physical Education
and Head Women’s Track and Field Coach
(2023)

B.A., Illinois Wesleyan University;

M.S., Illinois State University.

Bryan C. McCannon, Ph.D.
Director, School of Business and
Economics (2023)

Robert S. Eckley Endowed Professor of
Economics (2023)

B.A. Illinois Wesleyan University
Ph.D., Pennsylvania State University.

Ambar Meléndez-Pérez, M.P.H.
Instructor of Environmental Studies (2025)
B.S., University of Puerto Rico,
Mayaguez Campus;

M.PH,, University of Puerto Rico, Medical
Sciences Campus.

Ryan Mellske, J.D., LL.M.

Assistant Professor of International
Business Law (2025)

B.A., Illinois Wesleyan University;

M.A,, Illinois State University;

J.D., LL.M., Duke University School of Law.

Ram S. Mohan, Ph.D.

Wendell and Loretta Hess Professor of
Chemistry (2013)

Professor of Chemistry (1996, 2007)

B.S., Hansraj College, Delhi, India;

M.S., University of Delhi;

Ph.D., University of Maryland-Baltimore.

Leigh Moon, D.B.A.

Assistant Professor of Accounting (2021)
B.S. Truman State University;

B.S. Eastern Illinois University;

M.B.A. Eastern Illinois University;
M.S. Boise State University;

D.B.A., University of South Florida.

Mignon Montpetit, Ph.D.

Associate Professor of Psychology (2009,
2016)

B.A, M.A,, Ph.D,, University of Notre Dame.

Terry Mullin, M.S., M.B.A.

Visiting Assistant Professor of Accounting
(2025)

A.O.S., Culinary Institute of America;
B.A., Augustana College;

M.S., M.B.A,, Illinois State University.

William A. Munro, Ph.D.

Betty Ritchie-Birrer *47 and Ivan Birrer
Ph.D. Endowed Professor (2013), Professor
of Political Science (2000, 2009)

B.A., Natal University (Pietermaritzburgh);
B.A.,, M.A., Cambridge University;

Ph.D., Yale University.

Carolyn A. Nadeau, Ph.D.

Byron S. Tucci Professor of Hispanic
Studies (2010)

Professor of Hispanic Studies (1994, 2005)
B.A., University of Virginia;

M.A., New York University-Madrid;
Ph.D., Pennsylvania State University.
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Kate Neally, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor of Educational
Studies (2022)

B.A., Illinois Wesleyan University;
M.A., The College of New Jersey;
Ed.D,, Illinois State University.

Marie Nebel-Schwalm, Ph.D.

Associate Professor of Psychology (2013, 2024)
B.A., Michigan State University;

M.A., Ph.D,, Louisiana State University.

Lisa Nelson, D.M.A.

Associate Professor of Music (2013, 2022)
B.A., St. Olaf College;

M.A., D.M.A., University of Illinois.

Kimberly Nelson-Brown, M.S.
Professor of Physical Education and Head
Volleyball Coach (1996, 2020)

B.S., M.S,, Illinois State University.

Kristine Nielsen, Ph.D.

Associate Professor of Art (2012, 2018)
B.EA., Eastern Michigan University;
M.A., Ph.D,, University of Chicago.

Nirjhar Nigam, Ph.D.

Associate Professor of Finance (2025)

B.S., RML Avadh University, Faizabad; India;
M.S., University of Lucknow, Lucknow; India;
Ph.D., Luxenburg University and
Strasbourg University.

Leah Nillas, Ph.D.

Associate Professor and Dean of
Educational Studies (2004, 2011)

B.S., Roosevelt College Foundation
Center for Teacher Education-Philippines;
M.A., University of the Philippines.
Ph.D,, Illinois State University.

Gerald A. Olson, M.S.
Professor of Accounting (1986, 2003)
B.S., M.S,, Illinois State University.

Cody Parrott, D.M.A.

Assistant Professor of Music (2024)

B.A., University of St. Thomas (TX);
M.M.,, University of Miami;

D.M.A., The University of Texas at Austin.

Tamara Paul-Reef, J.D.

Assistant Professor of Business (2023)
B.S., Illinois State University;

J.D., Syracuse University College of Law.

Bryanna Petentler, Ph.D.
Visiting Assistant Professor of
Mathematics (2023)

B.Sc., lllinois State University;
M.S., Ph.D., University of Iowa.

Angela Peverly, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor of Chemistry and
Biochemistry (2024)

B.S., Benedictine University;

Ph.D., Indiana University.

James Plath, Ph.D.

R. Forrest Colwell Chair of English (2015)
Professor of English (1988, 1999)

B.A., California State University—Chico;
M.A., Ph.D., University of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee.

Adriana Ponce, Ph.D.

Professor of Music (2007, 2025)
B.A., Boston University;

M.A., Ph.D,, Brandeis University.

Tiffany Prager, M.S.

Associate Professor of Physical Education
and Head Softball Coach (2016, 2020)
B.S., ML.S., Illinois State University.

Thomas Quinn, M.F.A.
Professor of Theatre Arts (2005, 2024)
B.S., M.F.A,, Illinois State University.

Ilia Radoslovov, D.M.A.

Professor of Music (2013, 2023)
M.M,, Southern Illinois University;
D.M.A.,, University of Wisconsin.

Megan Rappleyea, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor of Nursing (2026)
B.S.N,, Illinois State University;
M.S,N., Saint Francis Medical Center;
Ph.D,, Illinois State University.

Brandi Reissenweber, M.F.A.
Professor of English (2011, 2024)
B.A., Purdue University;
M.EA., New York University.

David Remmert, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor of Public Health (2022)
B.S., Eastern Illinois University;

M.P.H.,, Ph.D,, University of Illinois.

Tari Renner, Ph.D.

Professor of Political Science (1994, 1999)
B.A., University of South Florida;

M.A., Ph.D., American University.

Charles Rice, Ph.D.

Visiting Associate Professor of Chemistry (2025)
B.S., M.S. Illinois State University;

Ph.D., Purdue University.
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Edward Risinger, M.M.

Associate Professor of Music and Coordinator
of Technical Operations (2012, 2024)

B.M., M.M,, Illinois State University.

Daniel Roberts, Ph.D.

Professor of Mathematics (2012, 2024)
B.S., University of Dayton;

M.A., Ph.D., Auburn University.

Jeremy G. Roberts, D.M.

Assistant Professor of Business and Supply
Chain Management (2024)

D.M.,, University of Phoenix;

B.S., M.B.A., Park University.

Juan Rodriquez Barrera, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor of English (2023)
A.A., Hudson County Community
College, New Jersey;

B.S., Rutgers University;

Ph.D. University of Michigan.

Rebecca A. Roesner, Ph.D.

Associate Provost for Academic Planning
and Standards (2020)

Professor of Chemistry (1997, 2014)

B.A., Ohio Wesleyan University;

Ph.D., The University of Kansas.

Ronald Rose, M.A.T.

Professor of Physical Education and Head
Men’s Basketball Coach (2006, 2020)
B.A,, Illinois Wesleyan University;
M.A.T,, Olivet Nazarene University.

Jennifer Rushlow, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor of Economics (2021)
B.S. State University of New York College;
M.S., Ph.D., University of Wyoming.
Kyle Schauls, M. A.

Associate Professor of Physical Education
and Head Men’s Soccer Coach (2014, 2021)
B.A., Wartburg College;

M.A., Western Michigan University.

April Schultz, Ph.D.

Professor of History (1992, 2013)

B.A., California State University-Fullerton;
M.A., Ph.D., University of Minnesota.
Tyler Schwend, Ph.D.

Associate Professor of Biology (2016, 2021)
B.A,, University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign;
Ph.D., Northwestern University.

Seulki Seo, M.F.A.

Assistant Professor of Graphic Design (2025)
B.EA., Otis College of Art and Design,

Los Angeles, CA;

M.EA., Washington University, St. Louis, MO.
Andrew Shallue, Ph.D.

Professor of Computer Science (2009, 2024)
B.A., Gustavus Adolphus College;

Ph.D., University of Wisconsin-Madison.

Greg Shaw, Ph.D., M.P.H.

Professor of Political Science (1998, 2010)
B.A., Southwestern Oklahoma State
University;

M.A., M. Phil,, Ph.D., Columbia University;
M.P.H., Boston University.

Brad E. Sheese, Ph.D.

Professor of Computer Science (2007, 2019)
B.S., James Madison University;

M.S., Texas A&M University;

Ph.D., Purdue University.

James P. Simeone, Ph.D.

Sally A. Firestone Endowed Professor in
Peace and Social Justice (2022)

Professor of Political Science (1992, 2013)
B.A., M.A,, Ph.D,, University of Chicago.

Zandra Siple, M.F.A.

Assistant Professor of Theatre Arts (2024)
B.EA., Western Michigan University;
M.EA., Pennsylvania State University.

Mia Smith, M.S.

Associate Professor of Physical Education
and Head Women’s Basketball Coach
(1998, 2008)

B.S., M.S., Southern Illinois University.

Gabriel C. Spalding, Ph.D.

B. Charles and Joyce Eichhorn Ames
Professor of Physics (2014)

Professor of Physics (1996, 2006)
A.B., Washington University;
Ph.D., Harvard University.

Kevin Sullivan, Ph.D

McFee Endowed Professor (2024)
Professor of Accounting (2021) and
Professor of Religion (2006, 2016)

B.A., M.A.,, University of Michigan;
M.A., University of Notre Dame;
Diploma, Oxford Centre for Hebrew and
Jewish Studies;

Ph.D., University of Oxford.

Sabiha Sultana, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor of Educational Studies
(2025)

B.Ed., M.Ed., University of Dhaka;
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M.Phil,, The Open University, UK;
M.Ed., University of Massachusetts,
Ambherst;

M.A., Ph.D,, University of California,
Santa Barbara.

Christopher Sweet, M.L.S.

Professor, Library (2009, 2022)

B.A., Augustana College;

M.L.S., University of Illinois, Urbana-
Champaign.

Yun Tang, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor of Social Psychology (2025)
B.A., Wake Forest University;

M.S., Ph.D., University of Utah.

Michael Theune, Ph.D.

Robert Harrington Endowed Professor of
English (2020), Professor of English (2002, 2015)
B.A., Hope College;

B.A., University of Oxford;

M.F.A., University of Iowa;

Ph.D., University of Houston.

Armella Thompson, M.E.A.

Associate Professor of Theatre Arts and
Technical Director/Production Manager
(1999, 2024)

B.A., Upper Iowa University;

M.EA,, Illinois State University.

Melissa Valenzuela, M.S.

Assistant Professor of Physical Education
and Head Women’s Flag Football Coach
(2025)

B.A., St. Edward’s University;

M.S., Aurora University.

César Valverde, Ph.D.

Associate Professor of Hispanic Studies
(2001, 2005)

B.A,, M.A,, University of California-San Diego;
Ph.D., University of California-Irvine.
Jason T. Van Heuklon, M.S.

Assistant Professor of Physical Education,
Sport and Wellness, Director of Tennis and
Head Women'’s Tennis Coach (2024)

B.S., M.S,, Illinois State University.

Cristina Almeida Vélez, M.A.

Instructor of World Languages, Literatures,
and Cultures (2021), Coordinator of the
Basic Language Sequence and Language
Resource Center (2021)

B.A., Catholic University of Ecuador;
TESOL, M.A,, Illinois State University.

Amanda Vicary, Ph.D.

Associate Professor of Psychology (2011,
2017)

B.A., Bradley University;

M.A., Ph.D,, University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign.

Wathsala Waduge, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor of Chemistry

and Biochemistry and Laboratory
Coordinator (2021)

B.S., University of Ruhuna, Sri Lanka;
Ph.D., Wayne State University.

Michael Wagner, M.S.

Athletic Director and Professor of Physical
Education (1997, 2023)

B.A., Augustana College;

M.S., Illinois State University.

Loni M. Walker, Ph.D.

Associate Professor of Biology (1999, 2005)
B.S., Western Oregon State College;
M.S., Ph.D., The Ohio State University.

David Wallace, Ph.D.

Associate Professor of Business
Administration (2011, 2019)

B.A. University of California, Santa Cruz;
M.B.A., Gonzaga University;

Ph.D., Washington State University.

Brian E. Walter, Ph.D.

Associate Professor of Biology (2006, 2018)
B.S., Eastern Illinois University;

Ph.D., University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign.

Scott Whitman, M.M.

Instructor of Music Education (2023)
B.M., M.M,, Illinois State University.

Blake Whyte, M.M.

Assistant Professor of Theatre Arts (2026)
B.F.A,, Syracuse University;

M.M.,, University of New York,
Steinhardt School.

Joseph Williams, Ph.D.

Professor of Psychology (1999, 2023)
B.S., The University of Utah;

M.A., The John Hopkins University;
Ph.D., The Ohio State University.

Jared Williamson, M.S.

Assistant Professor of Physical Education
and Head Football Coach (2025)

B.S., Mayville State University;

M.S., Illinois State University.
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Amy Wilson, M.EA.

Assistant Professor of 2-D Art and
Gallery Director (2025)

B.F.A,, School of Visual Arts, New York, NY;
M.F.A,, Yale University.

Luke Wilson, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor of Philosophy (2022)
A.A., Des Moines Area Community College;
B.A., University of Iowa;

M.A., Western Michigan University;
Ph.D., Purdue University.

'W. Aaron Wilson, Ph.D.

Associate Professor of Environmental
Studies (2015, 2021)

B.S., Truman State University;
Ph.D., University of Georgia.

Alexandra Yaw, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor of Neuroscience (2026)
B.A., Albion College;

Ph.D. Kent State University.

Ryan Masaak Yokota, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor of History (2024)
B.A., M.A., University of California,
Los Angeles;

Ph.D., University of Chicago.

Bira Zhahadai, Ph.D

Assistant Professor of Macroeconomics
(2023)

B.S., Northern University;

M.A,, Ph.D,, North Carolina State University.

Instructors, Athletic
Department

Ozkan Bakirdan, B.A.

Instructor of Physical Education and Head
Women's Soccer Coach (2022)

B.A., Bradley University.

Marion Brooks, B.S.

Instructor of Physical Education,
Director of Spirit Teams, and Head Cheer
Coach (2025)

B.S., University of Minnesota.

Gregory Huffaker, B.A.

Instructor of Physical Education and Head
Cross Country Coach (2005)

B.A., North Central College.

Zachary Iannucci, B.S.

Instructor of Physical Education and Head
Men’s Lacrosse Coach (2013)

B.S., Saint Joseph’s University.

Dan Lloyd, B.F.A.

Instructor of Physical Education, Director
of Swimming and Diving, and Director of
Fort Natatorium (2025)

B.EA., Millikin University.

Brandon Mueller, B.S.

Instructor of Physical Education, Sport,
and Wellness and Men’s Head Volleyball
Coach (2019)

B.S., Springtield College.

Adam Richards, B.A.

Instructor of Physical Education and Head
Men’s and Women’s Wrestling Coach (2025)
A.A., Heartland Community College;
B.A., Illinois State University.
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