Illinois Wesleyan University Football 2008

Name of School
Illinois Wesleyan University

City/Zip
Bloomington, IL 61702

Founded
1850

Enrollment
2,100

Nickname
Titans

School Colors
Green and White

Field (Cap.)
Illinois Wesleyan Stadium (3,500)

Affiliation
NCAA Division III

Conference
College Conference of Illinois & Wisconsin

President
Richard F. Wilson

Alma Mater, Year
Alderson- Broaddus, 1968

Athletic Director
Dennie Bridges

Alma Mater, Year
Illinois Wesleyan, 1961

Athletic Dept. Phone
(309) 556-3196

Athletic Dept. Fax
(309) 556-3484

Athletic Trainer
Bill Kauth

Web Site
www2.iwu.edu/menssports/ftball

COACHING STAFF

Head Coach
Norm Eash

Alma Mater, Year
Illinois Wesleyan, 1975 

Record at School, Years
126-73-1 (.633), 21 yrs.

Career Record, Years
126-73-1 (.633), 21 yrs.

Conference Record, Years
95-56-1 (.628), 21 yrs.

Football Office Phone
(309) 556-3344

E-mail Address
neash@iwu.edu

Best time to reach coach
Mornings

Assistant Coaches



Mike Murray (defensive coordinator); 

Jared Williamson (running backs); Billy Dicken (quarterbacks); Nathan Bell (linebackers); Brent Ward (offensive line); Paul Ronczkowski (kickers);
Tim Kelly (defensive line); Erik Osborne (wide receivers); Paul Crego (defensive backs) 

SPORTS INFORMATION

Sports Information Director
Stew Salowitz

Office Phone
(309) 556-3206

Cell Phone
(309) 826-7839

SID Fax
(309) 556-3804

E-mail Address
salowitz@iwu.edu

Mailing Address
c/o University Communications


P.O. Box 2900


Bloomington, IL  61702-2900

Package/Overnight Address
1312 Park St.


Bloomington, IL  61701

Press Box Phone
(309) 556-3254

FOOTBALL HISTORY

First Year of Football
1887 (121 seasons)

Overall all-time record
511-381-42 (.570)

Years in postseason play
2

Last postseason appearance
1996

Result
Lost, Div. III  quarterfinal round


(49-14  vs. Mount Union)

All-time record
2-2

TEAM INFORMATION

Overall record last year
7-3

Conference record/finish
6-1/First (tie)

Final rankings last year
None

Basic Offense
Pro Set

Basic Defense
College 4-3

Letterwinners Returning/Lost
38/17

2008 SCHEDULE

Sat., September 6 
at Hope 
12:30 p.m. 
Holland, Mich.

Sat., September 13 
ALMA 
1 p.m. 
Bloomington, Ill.

Sat., September 20 
at Aurora 
1 p.m. 
Aurora, Ill.

Sat., October 4 
* CARTHAGE
2 p.m. 
Bloomington, Ill.

Sat., October 11 
* at Millikin 
1 p.m. 
Decatur, Ill.

Sat., October 18 
* AUGUSTANA 
6 p.m. 
Bloomington, Ill.

Sat., October 25 
* ELMHURST 
6 p.m. 
Bloomington, Ill.

Sat., November 1 
* at North Central 
1 p.m. 
Naperville, Ill.

Sat., November 8 
* at Wheaton 
1 p.m. 
Wheaton, Ill.

Sat., November 15 
* NORTH PARK 
1 p.m. 
Bloomington, Ill.

* - Indicates CCIW game.
        Home games in bold and capitals

2008 SEASON PREVIEW

The Illinois Wesleyan football team surprised a number of people in 2007 – after being picked seventh in the preseason coaches’ poll, the Titans took a share of the College Conference of Illinois and Wisconsin championship, finishing 6-1 in the leage and 7-3 overall. It is IWU’s 13th league title and first since 2001.

In 2008, the goal is to sustain the success and head coach Norm Eash (126-73-1, 21 seasons) has a solid nucleus with which to do just that.

Leading the offensive returners is senior wide receiver Martin Ceisel, a first team all-CCIW selection, who led IWU with 60 catches for 742 yards and eight touchdowns. After three seasons, Ceisel is No. 4 all-time at IWU with 2,194 receiving yards, No. 7 with 145 receptions and No. 5 with 23 receiving touchdowns.Also back is junior quarterback Kraig Ladd, who became a starter in the second game of the year. The lefthander completed 168 of 303 pass attempts (.554 percent) for 1,869 yards and 15 touchdowns. In a 35-31 win at Carthage, Ladd was 27-of-37 for 404 yards and five TDs and had 52 rushing yards for a total offense day of 456 yards, second best at IWU. The Titans have experience on the offensive line in the presence of senior Ben Hammer (guard), juniors Travis Boothe (tackle) and Keely Flood (guard) and sophomore Ray Krishock (tackle), while senior wide receiver Tom Almanzo and senior tight end Rick Podkowa provide alternate receiving targets for Ladd.

Two starting linebackers return in senior Dan Souder and junior Nick Nikolich. Nikolich led the team with 94 total tackles (49 solo) including 11 for yardage loss and had one interception. Souder finished second on the team with 75 total tackles and had 41 solo. He made 8.5 tackles for losses totaling 36 yards and accounted for three quarterback sacks for -24 yards. Junior cornerback Roman Hunter returns in the secondary along with senior Robert Beauchamp. Hunter had 38 total tackles and Beauchamp, who had 20 tackles as a defensive back, is a dangerous threat as a return specialist, averaging 25.4 yards on kickoffs.

Sophomore Sam Vizza returns as the team’s punter. He averaged 36.3 yards per punt with a long of 61 yards and put 10 punts inside the opponents' 20 yard line. The Titans open at Hope on Sept. 6 and play their conference opener at home against Carthage on Oct. 4 (Homecoming).

Returning Offense Starters
Martin Ceisel, WR, 6-4, 205, Sr.

Tom Almanzo, WR, 6-0, 193, Sr.

Joe Duffy, K, 5-11, 225, Sr.

Ben Hammer, OL, 6-5, 305, Sr. 

Rick Podkowa, TE, 6-6, 255, Sr.

Kraig Ladd, QB, 6-4, 195, Jr.

John Meacham, FB, 6-1, 230, Jr.

Jack Scalcucci, WR, 6-2, 205. Jr.

Keely Flood, OL, 6-1, 250, Jr.

Keenan Clifford, OL, 6-2, 240, Jr.

Travis Boothe, OL, 6-5, 285, Jr.

Ray Krishock, OL, 6-4, 295, So.

Returning Defense Starters
Alex Holmberg, LB, 6-0, 225, Sr.

Dan Souder, LB, 6-1, 205, Sr.

Roman Hunter, DB, 6-0, 175, Jr.

Nick Nikolich, LB, 6-2, 200, Jr.

Sam Vizza, P, 6-3, 190, Jr

