
The Modern Language Association 
(MLA) Style is widely used in the 
humanities. The authoritative source is 
the MLA Handbook for Writers of 
Research Papers, 5th ed. (1999), call 
number PE 1478 .M57 1995.  It can be 
found in The Ames Library 1st floor 
Reference Collection. 
 
MLA instructions for citing electronic 
media are located in Chapter 4.9 of 
the manual. The Modern Language 
Association web site is located at 
http://www.mla.org/. Information about 
citing electronic resources is 
accessible from the association home 
page via the "MLA Style" link (see 
"Frequently Asked Questions about 
MLA Style").   
 
According to MLA Style, the citation 
for an electronic source should include 
the same information that would be 
listed for a print source, or as much of 
that information as is available in the 
electronic format. The date the web 
site was accessed and the uniform 
resource locator (URL, or web 
address), placed in angle brackets, 
should be included at the end of the 
citation.   
 
A reference list prepared using MLA 
Style should be double-spaced both 
within and between entries. The 
second and subsequent lines of an 

entry should be indented one-half inch 
(or five spaces) from the left margin.   
 

END-OF-PAPER CITATIONS 
 

Documents Within a Scholarly 
Project or Information Database 

Jay, Martin Evan. "Sigmund Freud.”          
Encyclopedia Britannica.          
Britannica.com. 17 Dec. 1999. 
Web 

<http://www.britannica.com/bcom/eb/a
rticle/>.   

 
Professional and/or Personal Web 

Sites 
Victorian Women Writers Project. Ed. 

Perry Willett. Apr. 1997. Indiana U. 
Web. 26 Apr. 1997. 

<http://www.indiana.edu/~ltrs/vwwp/>.  
 
Portuguese Language Page. U of 

Chicago. 1 May 1997.  
<http://humanities.uchicago.edu/  

romance/port/>.  
 

Articles From Scholarly Journals 
(Not Retrieved From an Electronic 

Database) 
Cohn, Richard. "Music Theory's New 

Pedagogability." Music Theory 
Online 4.2 (1998): 25 pars. 17 
Dec.1999. Web.   

<http://smt.ucsb.edu/mto/issues/mto.9
8.4.2/mto.98.4.2.cohn.html>.   

 

Articles From Magazines  (Not 
Retrieved From an Electronic 

Database) 
Lemonick. Michael, D. " The I.Q. 

Gene?"  Time 13  Sept. 1999. 
Web. 17 Dec. 1999  

<http://www.pathfinder.com/timc/maga
zine/articles/0,3266,30526,00.html
>.   

 
Articles or Abstracts From 

Electronic Databases 
To cite an article or abstract retrieved 
from a fee-based library service such 
as Academic Universe (Lexis-Nexis), 
JSTOR, or PsycINFO, follow the 
standard MLA format for referencing 
articles. 
 
Include the name of the database from 
which the material was retrieved, the 
name of the service through which the 
database was accessed, the library 
through which the database was made 
available, and the date of access.    
 
If known, include the web address of 
the database service in angle brackets 
after the date of access.   
 
Harris, H. R. "Jane Austen's Venture 

into Tragedy." Contemporary 
Review 272  (1998): 314-18. 
PerAbs. FirstSearch. The Ames 
Lib., Illinois Wesleyan U., 
Bloomington, IL. Web. 17 Dec. 
1999 



<http://firstsearch.oclc.org/>.    
 
Goldhaber, Dan. "School Choice: Do 

We Know Enough?" Educational 
Researcher 29 (2000): 21-22.  
ERIC. Ovid. Ames Lib., Illinois  
Wesleyan U., Bloomington, IL. 18  
Aug. 2001  

<http://www.ovid.com/>.   
 
Hemert, K.A. "Between Imprisonment          

and Integrity: Rural Churches          
Respond to Poverty and Policy."          
Social Work and Christianity 17           
(2000): 188-217. Social Work 
Abstracts. WebSpirs from 
SilverPlatter. Ames Lib., Illinois 
Wesleyan U., Bloomington, IL. 18             
Aug. 2001 

<http://www.silverplatter.com/>.    
 

IN-TEXT REFERENCES 
 
To cite a specific electronic source 
within the body of text, use a 
parenthetical reference citation.  
Include the author’s name or the web 
site address, followed by the page, 
screen or paragraph number:  
 
“The study of comparative literature,” 
Bill Readings wrote, “takes off from the 
idea of humanity” (6).   
 
Beethoven has been called the “first 
politically motivated composer” 
(Gardiner, screens 2-3).   

“The debut of Julius Caesar 
proclaimed Shakespeare’s Globe a 
theater of courage and ideas” 
(Sohmer, par. 44).   
 
Full references for these sources 
would be found on the works cited 
page at the end of your paper:   
 
Gardiner, John Eliot.  “The Importance            

Of Beethoven.”  Interview.  Charlie 
Rose.  PBS.  25 July 1996. 
Transcript.  Broadcast News. CD-
ROM.  Primary Source Media. July 
1996. 23 screens.   

 
Readings, Bill.  “Translation and      

Comparative Literature: The Terror 
of European Humanism.” Surfaces 
1.11 (1991): 19 pp. 8 July 1998  

<http://tornade.ere.umontreal.ca/~gue
don/Surfaces/vol1/reading-a.html>.    

 
Sohmer, Steve.  “12 June 1599: 

Opening Day at Shakespeare’s 
Globe.”  Early Modern Literary 
Studies 3.1 (1997): 46 pars. 22 
June 1998  

<http://www.humanities.ualberta.ca/emls/
03-1/sohmjuli.html>. 
 
There are online copies of this 
brochure at 
http:/www.iwu.edu/writingcenter/stures
ources   
 

Please refer to The Ames Library site 
(http://www.iwu.edu/library) and the 
Writing Center website for further 
resources.        
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