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Proposed Revision to 
German Major and Minor Requirements 

(rev. 22 October 2013) 
Old (Current) Requirements 

 
Major (9 courses)α    Minor (5 courses)α 

1. Ger 201 or equivalent†    1. Ger 201 or equivalent† 

2. Ger 202 or equivalent†    2. Ger 202 or equivalent† 
3. Ger 301      3. Ger 301 
4. Ger 330, 350, 360 (taken abroad)α 4. Two courses to be chosen from the  
5. One of Ger 310, 340, 387 following: Ger 310, 330, 340, 350, 360, 387,  
6. One of Ger 418, 488 418, 488 
7. Additional courses from #s 5 or 6 above as  5. Additional course from #4 above as  
needed† needed† 
 

Proposed New Requirements 
  

Major (10 courses)α    Minor (6 courses)α 
1. Ger 201 (LA) or equivalent†         
 - offered annually: fall semester   The same prerequisites apply for these 
 - prerequisite: Ger 102 or equivalent  courses as for those listed under “Major” 
2. Ger 202 (G) or equivalent†          
 - offered annually: spring semester   1. Ger 201 or equivalent† 
 - prerequisite: Ger 201 or equivalent  2. Ger 202 or equivalent† 
3. One of Ger 230 (AV), 240 (LIT)*   3. One of Ger 230, 240* 
 - offered annually: fall semester   4. One of Ger 310, 312 
 - each course offered once every other year  5. Two courses to be chosen from the 
 - prerequisite: Ger 202 or equivalent  following: the other of 310/312, Ger 330, 
4. One of Ger 310, 312 (LIT)δ   340, 350, 360, 370, 387, 418, 488 
 - offered annually: spring semester   6. Additional courses from #5 above, as 
 - each course offered once every other year  needed† 
 - prerequisite for 310: Ger 202 
 - prerequisite for 312: Ger 230 or 240 
5. Ger 330, 350, and 360 (taken abroad)α 

6. One course to be chosen from the following: 
     the other of 310/312, Ger 340 (IT), 370, 387 (LIT) 
 - Ger 340, 370, 387 prerequisite: Ger 240 or 312 
7. One of Ger 418 (CHC), 488 (LIT) 
 - prerequisite: Ger 240 or 312 
8. Additional courses from #s 6 and 7 above, as 
    needed† 
9. Senior Thesis: Ger 490 (W) 
 - prerequisite: senior standing 



α One semester of study abroad is required for all majors; it is optional, but recommended for minors. 
δ Ger 312 may be taken abroad in extraordinary circumstances and with consent of program advisor. 
† Students exempted from Ger 201 and/or Ger 202 are still required to complete the total number of 
courses required for the major or minor. 
* Ger 230: Human Rights (AV) (tentative title) is in development and will begin AY 2014/15, to be 
offered every other year, fall semester; Ger 240: German Gothic Fiction (LIT) (tentative title) is in 
development and will begin AY 2015/16, to be offered every other year, fall semester. 
β Student may elect to take the equivalent of Ger 102 in Bremen during May Term of freshman year. 
θ Student may elect to take the equivalent of Ger 201 in Bremen during May Term of freshman year. 
 
 

Typical progression for a major beginning with Ger 101 in freshman year 
 
  Fall, 1st year      Spring, 1st year 
       Ger 101            Ger 102β 

 

  Fall, 2nd year      Spring, 2nd year 
       Ger 201θ            Ger 202 
 
  Fall, 3rd year      Spring, 3rd year 
   Ger 230/240       Ger 312/310δ or  
              Study abroad (4-5 courses) 
 
  Fall, 4th year      Spring, 4th year 
          Study abroad (4-5 courses) or    300- or 400-level course (if needed) 
              300- or 400-level course           Ger 490 
 
 

Typical Teaching Schedules 
 
  Year A (2014-15)    Year B (2015-16) 

Fall   Spring    Fall   Spring 
      

Sonja        Visiting        Sonja        Visiting             Sonja        Visiting        Sonja        Visiting 
Ger 101     Ger 201        Ger 202     Ger 102             Ger 101     Ger 201        Ger 202     Ger 102 
Ger 230     300-level      400-level   Ger 312            400-level    Ger 240        Ger 310    300-level 
LC or         LC or           LC or         LC or                LC or         LC or            LC or        LC or 
other           other            other          other                 other           other             other          other 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Rationale for changes to German Studies major and minor programs: 
 
The German studies major has existed at IWU since 1895, and will be celebrating 120 years at 
IWU in 2015.  From the beginning, it has enabled IWU students to prepare for “life in a global 
society,” a current IWU Mission goal.  It also fosters “creativity, critical thinking, and effective 
communication” and stimulates “creative [and flexible] thinking and a spirit of inquiry.”  Today, 
Germany is a world leader in Green technologies.  The country is the second largest exporter in 
the world after China (the latter surpassed Germany only three years ago).  With an estimated 
100 million speakers, German is the most widely spoken first language in Europe and is the 
second lingua franca in Europe and Russia after English.  The IWU German Studies major 
allows students to become fluent and comfortable in the language and culture whether they 
choose to do business, perform, research, or teach.  This means historical, cultural, linguistic, 
communicative, and cognitive knowledge gained that will last a lifetime.  Often college is the 
best and sometimes only opportunity in life for a student to become fluent in another language.  
This is only possible at the level of a major. 
 The German Studies major was last overhauled in 2003.  Now, ten years later, we are 
reworking the major after the MCLL department went through an external review process in 
spring 2011.  Over the past two years, the German Studies section of MCLL has reworked its 
first- and second-year language courses by choosing new textbooks.  Now we are moving on to 
the upper-division courses.  The changes we propose require no resources beyond those used to 
cover the current courses delivered for the German Studies major and minor programs.  The 
changes also bring the German major and minor into line with the standard number of courses 
required in a majority of German programs across the country. 
 For a long time, the section has felt that there was a significant gap between Ger 202 
Intermediate German II and Ger 301 Advanced German.  Consequently, we plan to introduce 
two courses Ger 230 (fall 2014) and Ger 240 (fall 2015), both of which will contain advanced 
grammar instruction and content readings.  Formal grammar instruction will then be complete 
once a student leaves the 200-level.  Ger 301 will be deleted and replaced by Ger 312 
Introduction to German Literature.  The German Studies section has long wanted a course like 
Ger 312.  There has been a significant curricular gap between Ger 301, which taught grammar 
and acted as an introduction to literature on a more basic level, and upper-division literature and 
culture courses.  The transition of grammar to the upper 200-level and creation of Ger 312 as 
purely an introduction to literature solves the conflict of purpose in the current Ger 301 course. 
 The Modern Language Association (MLA) White Paper of 2009 addressed language 
programs across the country: “The work of curriculum demands collaborative teamwork among 
faculty members to give the major coherence and structure and administrative support to sustain 
points of articulation with other fields of study” (2).  In this spirit, we propose to introduce Ger 
230 German for Human Rights.  We do this in part due to the success of Ger 310 German for 
Business Culture, which has brought more students to our program specifically for this course.  
Ger 230 German for Human Rights is a second course that fulfills the White Paper’s call for new 
interdisciplinary ways to teach language.  Students are particularly interested in contemporary 
events and current issues in Germany, and some students with a specific interest in Human 
Rights work will be drawn to IWU due to our very active contingent dedicated to Human Rights 
and Social Justice, particularly the activity associated with the newly formed Center for Human 
Rights & Social Justice.  This course frames related Human Rights debates for them in their 



historical and contemporary contexts and will strengthen the diversity and depth of this campus 
strategic initiative.  
 In addition, German Studies proposes a Ger 370 Special Topics in German Studies for 
permanent faculty members to vary their course offerings on occasion or to be used to take 
advantage of the expertise of a visiting faculty member. 
 Finally, the German Studies section has long wanted to create a capstone experience for 
its majors.  We are creating Ger 490 Senior Project (W) for this purpose.  This will be taken 
during the senior year, and will function much like an independent study or a small seminar, 
depending on how many students take it in a given semester.  This Ger 490 course will also serve 
as the 10th course for the major.  Students will easily be able to fit in this extra course because of 
its independent study nature. 
 Other changes to the major include deleting the writing intensive flag on Ger 418 German 
Culture since 1945 and moving it to Ger 490 and revising prerequisites for upper-division 
courses to reflect changes in course additions and deletions. 
 The rationale for the changes in the minor program are similar to the major.  They 
incorporate the major course changes that are pertinent to a minor program.  Similar to the 
increase in courses in the major from 9 to 10 to bring the major in line with the majority of 
majors on the IWU campus, German Studies also proposes to increase the minor from 5 to 6 
courses.  The increase to 6 courses does not put an undue burden on students who wish to minor.  
Due to the nature of the language, the German minor begins with Ger 201.  Spanish and French 
currently require 6 courses for the minor, but begin with Span 280 and French 203, which are 
both beyond the 201-level course.  Adding a sixth course to the German minor (Ger 201 + 5 
courses beyond it) will bring German more in line with Spanish and French.   


