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Recent Faculty Activities: 
 
 
Emeritus Professor Paul Bushnell was among recipients of the Human Relations Award presented 
during the 38th annual Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. luncheon on Saturday. 
 
Linda French attended the 223rd Meeting of the American Astronomical Society, held in 
Washington, D.C., Jan. 5-9, where she gave a talk on "Observing Asteroids for fun and 
(Astronomical) Profit." She also chaired a panel on the History of Astronomy and co-authored a 
poster presentation, "A Troop of Trojans: Photometry of 24 Jovian Trojan Asteroids."  
 
Research on East African memorial totems known as vigango, co-authored by adjunct anthropology 
faculty member Linda Giles, was referenced in a New York Times article on a Denver museum's 
return of the totems to a museum in Kenya. 
 
Noel Kerr was selected to receive a Nurse in Washington Internship (NIWI) grant from the Academy 
of Medical-Surgical Nurses. Sponsored by the Nursing Organizations Alliance, the NIWI program is 
held for three days each year in Washington, D.C., and strives to identify how nurses can be involved 
and influence policy at the local and national level. 
 
Two School of Nursing faculty members, Noel Kerr and Lisa Searing have been awarded Nurse 
Educator Fellowships from the Illinois Board of Higher Education. 
 
Retired Illinois Wesleyan professor and poet James McGowan discussed his 50-year career as a 
writer, scholar, translator and tireless promoter of poetry on WGLT radio.  
 
Joseph Plazak (School of Music) presented a paper on “real time performance technology” at the 
2014 National Association of Music Merchants (NAMM) trade show in Anaheim, CA on January 23rd, 
2014. 
 
A three-person team from Illinois Wesleyan placed first among 60 teams in a regional math contest 
called the MATH Challenge. Students on the winning team were Tung Nguyen '15, Anh Dao '15 and 
Duc Nguyen '17. Coaches were Ted Rice and Andrew Shallue. 
 
Wesleyan's Gabriel C. Spalding has been elected as a Fellow of SPIE, an elite honor for those who 
make significant contributions in the multidisciplinary fields of optics, photonics and imaging. 
 
Kevin Strandberg adapted older film cameras to make a variety of images in his exhibit, "The 
Franken-Camera Project: from the sublime to the ridiculous” at the McLean County Art Center. In the 
foreground is a drastically modified Polaroid copy camera, complete with a viewfinder made from a 
Moto Guzzi motorcycle fork.   
 
Dan Terkla  
Delivered the Michaelmas Term Lecture to the Oxford University Seminar in Cartography (TOSCA) 
on 21 November, the title of which was "Medieval English Mappaemundi and their Hugonian 
Shadows." 
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With Felicitas Schmeider, Fernuniversität, Hagen, Germany, organized three sessions for the July 
2014 International Medieval Congress at the University of Leeds, England: "Between Text and Map: 
Envisioned, Failed, and Foreign Empires"; "Mapping Christian Empires"; and "Mapping Techniques 
Then and Now: Why, How, and Whether." 

Wesleyan's Hans-Joerg Tiede praised a statement by the University of California at Los Angeles 
seeking to protect faculty communications from public access laws. 
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