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Proposed Concentration in Music Composition 

Requirements for Program 

 For music majors who have a strong interest in composing but are not pursuing the 
Bachelor of Music in Composition, the School of Music offers the Concentration in Music 
Composition. 

Course Requirements (6 credits minimum): 

Composition: 1.5 credits minimum 

Introduction to Music Composition 11 (.5 credit) 
Free Composition 307 (.5 credit per semester, can be repeated for credit) 

Fundamentals of Conducting 227      .5 credit 

Orchestration 309       1 credit 

Tonal Counterpoint 301 or Advanced Analysis 302     1 credit 

Electroacoustic Music 313         1 credit 

History of Musical Style VI: Post-World-War II to the Present, 358      1 credit 

Rationale 

 In my twenty-two years of teaching music composition at IWU, I have worked regularly 
with music majors who are not majoring in composition. These include students majoring in 
performance or music education, and BA students with a major in music. A sizeable percentage 
of these students take composition classes for multiple semesters, and/or other courses related to 
composition. To take the current semester as an example, there are three music majors now 
studying composition who are not composition majors but are in anywhere from their second to 
fourth semester of composition study. Furthermore, composition is part of all three of these 
students’ expressed career goals, a not infrequent situation; indeed, several alumni who studied 
composition here without majoring in it now have musical careers of significance that involve 
composing.  

 In order to provide such students with the strongest possible background in music 
composition, the Concentration in Music Composition is proposed. The program is based on my 
knowledge and experience of what is most essential to a well-rounded acquaintance with the 



field; it has been approved by the Music Curriculum Committee as well as the full faculty of the 
School of Music.  

The core of the Concentration is of course composing itself, and at least three semesters 
of composition study are required. These include Introduction to Music Composition, a course 
which gives students an overview of the field as well as a variety of creative projects, and at least 
two semesters of Free Composition, a class concentrating on the students’ individual projects and 
which can be repeated for credit. 

Other required courses form a core of important knowledge and skills for composers: 
conducting, since every composer will find her/himself in situations where they conduct their 
own music; orchestration, to build knowledge of the characteristics and capabilities of individual 
instruments and how to combine them effectively; electroacoustic music, the art of composing 
using digital sounds and software rather than traditional instruments and voices; and a survey 
course on concert (classical) music since 1945, to build familiarity with contemporary musical 
styles and resources.  Advanced music theory is another area of vital importance to composers, 
and here a choice between two courses is offered: either Tonal Counterpoint, the art and craft of 
combining simultaneous melodies, or Advanced Analysis, a study of large-scale structures and 
functions used to organize musical compositions.  

A survey of a number of other liberal-arts schools with strong music departments/schools 
found one analogous program: Luther College offers a Composition Emphasis for music majors 
not majoring in composition. The only courses strictly required for Luther’s program are in 
composition, and it does not require significantly more study in this area than the proposed IWU 
program. Thus, Luther’s program apparently lacks the breadth of the Concentration, while being 
similar in depth. The Concentration could therefore be of significance in attracting music majors 
to IWU who have a strong interest in composition but prefer not to major in it.  

Staffing is currently sufficient for the Concentration, since in my lengthy experience the 
majority of students to whom this program would be relevant already make a point of taking 
composition and/or other courses in the Concentration; therefore, course enrollments are unlikely 
to grow to levels requiring additional staffing. All of the courses in the Concentration are 
currently being offered, on cycles ranging from every semester to once every two years.  

No additional library, computer, media or other resources are needed to establish the 
Concentration. No courses outside the department are required nor recommended. Finally, the 
Concentration of course overlaps with the Bachelor of Music in Composition degree program; it 
is meant as a distillation of the essentials of that program, for music majors who wish as strong a 
background in composition as possible without majoring in it.  

The requirements for the Concentration given at the beginning of this rationale, including 
the introductory sentences given before the list of requirements, will function as the catalog 
description.  


