Gay, Lesbian, and Bisexual Student Subculture
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Although there may be some differences among thB &udent subcultures depending on
what college or university you look at there isemeral national history. This history
includes GLB student organizations, which make @gtnof what describes the GLB student
subculture, and stories of harassment or discritioina

Since the start of the modern day GLB equal rigmsement in the United States, which
took place at the Stonewall Inn in New York Citylia69, GLB students have been
organizing student groups at colleges and univessaround the country. The Stonewall Inn,
a relatively small gay bar located on Christophee& in Greenwich Village is heralded as
the spark that re-ignited the modern day GLB rightsvement. Police raided the bar
supposedly looking for illegal sale of alcohol, ainwas a usual occurrence in the city's gay
bars. "the Police raided and attempted to shut dberstonewall, which was frequented by
gay street people, drag queens, students, andsot&ile patrons usually accommodated the
officials, this evening was different: fed up witieir ongoing mistreatment, the patrons
fought back. Neighborhood residents quickly joitteel fray, flinging bottles and rocks at
police in riots lasting for three nights."

Out of these riots organizations started springip@ll across the country. This included
GLB student organizations. "The first GLB studerdup was chartered at Columbia
University in New York City in 1969. Named the Séund Homophile League, it created quite
a stir on campus and received a great deal of noedrage. This publicity spurred the
formation of similar

groups at Cornell University, New York Universitassachusetts Institute of Technology,
Stanford University, and elsewhere. Relatively Bstive members were initially involved,
and groups were politically weak, but the seedsh®sh planted, and a fledgling GLB
student movement was underway."

The first "out" student government president, JAaker, was elected in 1970 at the
University of Minnesota. The University of Michigavas the first to hire counselors,
Cynthia Gair and Jim Toy, to specifically addresartseling needs of GLB students. The
university of Massachusetts was the first to hidéractor, Fence Yeskel, for their new GLB
student service office in 1985.

Many stories that have been passed down over trs ge are documented are about
harassment and discrimination against GLB studamispeople. "Stories like these are the
substance of an oral tradition by which gay acadsmwho came of age before the 1970's
warned one another of the dangers they faced amaliged their younger peers into
necessary habits of caution and discretion.”

"In 1959, at a small Midwestern college, a studelat her faculty advisor that one of her
friends was a homosexual. The advisor informedi#gan, who called in the student in
guestion and



pressured him into naming others. Within twentyrfbaurs, three students had been
expelled; a week later, one of them hung himself.

"About the same time, a faculty member at a Big 3&mol was arrested in mid-semester on
a morals charge (at that time, all homosexual esgioa was subject to criminal penalties).
The police alerted the administration, and thegssbr was summarily told to leave the
campus. He never appeared before his classes again.

"At an elite college in the northeast, male studerihe 1960's were in he habit of training a
telescope on the windows of the women's dormitoliesne instance, they spied two female
students erotically engaged. The women, not the miere disciplined."

"At a women's college in New England, where acc¢asatof lesbianism were periodically
leveled against roommates in the 1960's, the stersddution was to separate the accused by
housing them in different rooms."

Origins of the Pink Triangle

Everyone knows about the Holocaust, during World Wthat took more than six million
Jewish lives. But many do not realize that otheugs also were targeted for extinction,
including the mentally challenged, Gypsies, and deemual men and women. Nearly a
quarter-million gay men and lesbians perished itek$ death camps. Prisoners were forced
to wear identifying symbols on their symbols onittlséeeves. People of Jewish descent were
identified by a yellow Star of David. Homosexualmand women were branded by a pink
triangle. Sadly, after liberation of the camps, gn&LB survivors were re-imprisoned by
Allied liberators for the crime of being homosexudloday, it is a symbol of liberation and
pride worn on buttons, lapel pins, tee-shirts, es@nbumpers to remind gay and lesbian
people of the oppression they have suffered hcsttlyi and to signal their refusal to be silent
victims again.

There is a story that relates directly to the wateve invite you to make today. When
Denmark fell to the Nazi armies in 1940, the Germecupation authorities immediately
decreed that all Jews wear the yellow Star of Davidheir sleeves at all times, to facilitate
their identification for transit to the concentaaticamps. Legend has it that the very next
morning King Christian X, the aging Danish monarcéime out of the palace for his morning
walk wearing a yellow Star of David on his coatydlexpressing his solidarity with the
prosecuted minority. Word quickly spread about #ilisnt and non-violent act of defiance
and soon many other Danes wearing the symbol ondleeves. Though historians disagree
about the actual prevalence of this simple actaiiBh resistance, there is no doubt that the
population's compassion and resistance contriltotéee fact that almost all of Denmark's
Jews survived the barbarism of the holocaust tiadt the lives of most European Jews.

Gay, lesbian and bisexual people continue to fagallpersecution in many parts of the
United States. Fully one-half of the states hawisry laws which make private sexual
contact between consenting adults of the same gdledml and punishable offenses.
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