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Biography:

Arrah Lee Gaul was born in Philadelphia in 1883 as the daughter of a Methodist minister.
She graduated with a degree in art from the Moore Institute of Art, Science and Industry
in Philadelphia. She went on to graduate studies at the University of Pennsylvania and
then returned to Moore to join the faculty and become head of its art education
department. She studied art in France, but is more famous for her trip to the Orient in
which she spent seven years in Japan, Hong Kong, and a short while in India. She
planned on visiting Egypt, but her trip was put off due to the Suez Canal incident. She
spent most of her artistic life traveling, and won the honor of being the first woman artist
accepted into many art competitions and art societies, including the Philadelphia Art Club
and several Japanese art competitions. She is well known for her portraits and landscapes,
which tended to emphasize the happier and more appealing aspects of these subjects.
Upon her death in 1980, she donated 200 of her paintings to Illinois Wesleyan, a campus
she had visited only once. Her father had received an honorary doctorate in theology
from Illinois Wesleyan. Because of her dedication to her father, she had stipulated that
these works would be donated to the university upon her death.

Scope & Content Note:

This collection of documents primarily focuses on Gaul’s role as an artist, but includes
some examples of her involvement with the Philadelphia Women’s Club and her
religious life as well. The collection also includes photographs of Gaul’s art work, Gaul
herself, and Gaul with some of the artists of the day.
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1 Correspondence

2 Biography

3 IWU-related material
4 Writings

5 Magazine and Newspaper Clippings

6 Writings and Speeches (not Gaul)

7 Titles and Awards

8 Philadelphia Women’s Club

9 Philadelphia School of Design for Women
10 St. George’s Church

11 Art Exhibit Programs

12 Christmas and Post Cards

13 Photographs

14 Paintings

Post-bound mss. notes on art from different
countries

Card file of works
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1980’s



