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Spring 2012 Prof. Valverde

How does the “national character” of Argentina differ from that of Mexico?  How are they similar?  Does each country have one identity? Does Puerto Rico have more in common with the U.S. or with Spain?  How have the African, indigenous and European coalesced to create particular national identities in America? Which national identities are dominant and which are marginalized?  To understand these questions and attempt to answer them we will look at the development of national identities in light of the wars of independence, the U.S.-Mexico War, the Spanish-American War, the Mexican Revolution, the Cuban Revolution, the Cold War, Central America’s civil wars, globalization, consumerism, transnationality, immigration and hybridity. The thematic focus of this course will be the cultures of Spain, Spanish America and the Spanish-speaking United States. We will establish connections between those geographic areas through a close study of cultural production. Though the literary, artistic, historical and cultural components of the course are central, critical and analytical writing and thinking will also be important elements.
