
NEW FACES NEW PLACES – 2013 
Please welcome our new colleagues! 

 

We wish to share with you the following information regarding new faculty and staff.  Below is an alphabetical listing of 
staff who have joined us since our last meeting in August of 2012 and of faculty who are joining us this academic year. 
 
 
Anderson, Candy – Assistant Athletic Trainer, Athletic Department 
 B.S. Eureka College, M.S. University of Tennessee at Chattanooga 
Prior to joining Illinois Wesleyan in May, Candy spent three years at Indiana State University as an assistant athletic trainer 
working with the women’s soccer and men’s baseball programs.  She also worked for two years at Michigan State University as 
a staff intern working with the football program.  Candy enjoys cooking, baking, playing volleyball, running, socializing with 
friends and family, attending church and enjoying the small and large blessings in life.  She also has a twin sister, Carrie.  Candy 
belongs to the American Heart Association and the National Athletic Trainers Organization. 
 
Armstrong, Christina – Staff Counselor/Outreach Coordinator, Counseling and Consultation Services 
 B.S. Millikin University, M.S. University of Illinois, Champaign 
Earlier this month, Christina was welcomed to Illinois Wesleyan.  For the past six years, Christina worked as a therapist for the 
adult inpatient psychiatric services at Advocate BroMenn Hospital, specifically working with the bariatric program.  She has 
also worked at OSF St. Francis Medical Center – Emergency Department working with individuals in crisis.  Christina provided 
counseling for polysubstance abuse, sexual assault, domestic violence and end of life decisions.  She is married with 20-month 
old twin girls and thoroughly enjoys playing with them.  Christina also enjoys spending time with family and friends, 
participating in gymnastics, playing softball, and attending sporting events.  She is a member of the National Association of 
Social Workers. 
 
Alvis, Lisa - Applications Data Processing Coordinator, Admissions 
 B.S. Illinois State University 
Lisa began her new duties in the Admissions department in September.   She previously worked as a teacher in the Unit 5 
schools, and worked at her church as a keyboardist for over twenty years.  Lisa lives in Normal with her 13 and 15 year old 
daughters.  She enjoys going to the movies with her girls and playing the piano.  Lisa says she loves her church family at Our 
Saviour Lutheran Church where she serves as a women’s group leader. 
 
Blumberg, James - Director, Physical Plant 
 B.S. University of Toledo 
James came to IWU from Monroe County Community College in Monroe, Michigan where he was the director of the physical 
plant.  He earned his B.S. degree in chemical engineering and is a Certified Plant Engineer.  He spent eleven years in 
Washington DC managing various commercial and industrial facilities.  James and his wife Missy have four daughters and one 
son.  He enjoys running, reading, gardening, hiking and playing board games with his family.  He is a member of MENSA, the 
American Society of Heating, Refrigeration and Air-condition Engineers, and the Association of Facilities Engineers. 
 
Boris, Elaine – Database Administrator, Information Technology Services 
 B.A. University of Michigan, M.A. University of Georgia 
Elaine was welcomed to Illinois Wesleyan earlier this month.  Her work history includes; eight years working as a computer 
programmer and services specialist at the University of Georgia, and four years at the Georgia Board of Regents, helping to 
implement Banner and Oracle at thirty-two Georgia system schools.  Most recently she worked for SCT/SunGardhe/Ellucian, as 
an Oracle database administrator and provided technical support for the Banner program.  Elaine and her husband Brad enjoy 
spending time with their dogs.  Her interests include dog agility and gardening.  Elaine is a member of the Oconee River Kennel 
Club.  



 

Bode, Robert - Visiting Assistant Professor of Biology  
 B.S. Hope College, Ph.D. Cornell University 
Robert (Biologist ecologia) is native to the Adirondack mountains of New York, but has been found as a transplanted 
ornamental in several other cities such as Holland, MI (at Hope College), Ithaca, NY (Cornell University), Buffalo, NY (Canisius 
College) and Bloomington IL. This species grows about 6 feet tall, and can often be found running, foraging for fish, or reading, 
when not found in a classroom or a field. When found in the field, it often grows with Solidago altissima and other old-field 
asters, which it researches. When found in a classroom, Biologist ecologia is usually seen teaching introductory ecology and 
plant/fungal diversity. 

Boyce, Crystal - Assistant Professor in Ames Library 
 B.S. College of William & Mary, M.L.I.S. Florida State University  
Crystal Boyce will join IWU as the new Science Librarian at Ames Library. Crystal recently completed her Masters of Library and 
Information Science at Florida State University.  As an undergrad at the College of William & Mary, Crystal majored in 
kinesiology and sociology, taking coursework in chemistry, biology, psychology, physics, and geology in addition to general 
coursework. Crystal, her husband Robert, daughter Aurora, and two dogs are excited to start their new lives in Bloomington 
and join the faculty and staff at IWU. 
 
Brinkman, Brenna - Custodian, Physical Plant 
Brenna spent several months working at IWU through a temporary agency before being hired as a full-time custodian in 
November.    For many years, she worked in retail.  She is a single parent of two daughters, ages 22 and 17 and a 20 year old 
son.  Brenna enjoys spending time with her family, drag racing, reading, bowling and traveling. 

Brown, Emily – Stage Electrician, School of Theatre Arts 
 B.F.A. Missouri State University 
Emily was hired by Illinois Wesleyan this week.  She previously worked in lighting design for the Weathervane Playhouse in 
Newark, Ohio.  Most recently she worked as a master electrician in several productions at the Omaha Theater Company in 
Omaha, Nebraska. 
 
Brown-Ajayi, Sharla - Office Coordinator II, MCLL 
 B.S. Illinois State University 
In November Sharla joined Illinois Wesleyan University.  She came to us from Normal Community High School where she was 
the school administration manager.  Sharla is married to Ky Ajayi and they have three girls and two dogs.  She enjoys bike 
riding with the girls, walking the dogs, yoga, cooking, enjoying time with family and friends, and collecting wine corks for home 
projects. 
 
Bunker, Karen - Office Coordinator II, Registrar's Office 
 B.A. Millikin University 
Prior to coming to the Registrar's Office, Karen worked at Heartland Community College as the division secretary of the Math 
and Science department.  She has also worked in the Illinois Neurological Institute at St. Francis Hospital in Peoria.   Karen and 
her fiancé, Mike are getting married November of 2014.  She is a member of the McLean County MissFits Roller Derby team, 
enjoys live music, comic book movies, reading, math and working as a karaoke disc jockey.  Karen is also an alumna of Sigma 
Alpha Iota. 
 
Burk, Amy – Office Coordinator II, School of Art 
 B.S. Illinois State University 
Amy began her job at Illinois Wesleyan this week.  She previously worked for the National Collegiate Athletic Associate as an 
administrative assistant and a human resources assistant.  She also worked as an administrative secretary for the University of 
Illinois College of Engineering and College of Nursing.  Amy and her husband, John, have two children, a dog and a cat.  Amy’s 
interests are reading, jogging, watching college football and baking.    



 
 
Campbell, Tammy - Custodian, Physical Plant 
Tammy joined Illinois Wesleyan University in November.  She works in Ferguson Hall.  Tammy graduated from Woodruff High 
School in Peoria, Illinois.  She has two grown daughters and four grandchildren.  Tammy enjoys fishing, reading and spending 
time with her grandchildren. 
 
Flores-Rodriguez, Daynali - Assistant Professor of Hispanic Studies 
 M.A. and Ph.D. University of Illinois  
Daynali Flores Rodriguez has a doctoral degree in Comparative Literature from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. 
Her research explores ideas about power, violence, and oppression and their relationship to cultural identity in Caribbean, 
Latin American, and Latino communities. In addition to her academic publications, she has translated several popular children 
titles such as Dora the Explorer and Karen Katz’s books into Spanish. She and her high school sweetheart Julio have two 
daughters: Alani and Alice.  As a curious fact, she delivered her two daughters with the help of a former IWU nursing professor 
and now certified nurse midwife in Puerto Rico: Irene de la Torre.  
 
Furlong, Ellen - Assistant Professor of Psychology 
 M.A. and Ph.D. The Ohio State University    
After completing an undergraduate degree in math at Transylvania University, Ellen attended The Ohio State University where 
she studied comparative psychology. While in graduate school she explored how early environment affects cognition in 
chimpanzees (with Dr. Sally Boysen), how culture shapes cognition in children (with Dr. John Opfer), and how cognition can 
shape social behavior of human adults, children, and orangutans (with Drs. John Opfer and Dawn Kitchen). During her time in 
graduate school Ellen suffered a bit of an identity crisis -- she loved both teaching and research and was unsure which track to 
pursue. She therefore spent two years focusing on teaching as a lecturer at OSU, teaching introductory psychology online, 
research methods, and statistics. After spending time teaching for a couple years, Ellen switched to focus on research; she 
earned a three- year NIH postdoctoral fellowship to study economic decision-making in monkeys under the guidance of Dr. 
Laurie Santos at Yale University. At the end of her postdoc Ellen realized she still loved both teaching and research, and was 
therefore delighted to find IWU! Ellen will be teaching cognitive psychology and her research lab at IWU will study the 
cognitive foundations of decision-making in humans, monkeys, and dogs.  

Fulwiley, Tierra - Custodian, Physical Plant 
In November, Tierra joined the Illinois Wesleyan community.  She was a stay-at-home-mom and upon returning to the work 
force Tierra went to work for the Putting Illinois to Work Program.  Tierra enjoys spending time with her children and family.  
She also enjoys doing hair. 
 
Galvez, Eileen - Assistant Director, Office of Multicultural Student Affairs  
 B.A. and M.E. Texas State University  
Eileen began her work at Illinois Wesleyan in June.  She previously worked as a student life coordinator of leadership and 
diversity at Austin Community College in Texas.  She was also a graduate assistant of multicultural student affairs at Texas 
State University.   Eileen’s parents live in Houston, Texas.  She has five brothers and one niece.  Eileen loves to work out, 
recently discovering Crossfit.  She enjoys reading, cooking for others and meeting new people with whom she can share a 
good laugh!   
 
Gardner, Chris - Systems Analyst, Information Technology Services 
 B.S. and M.B.A. Millikin University 
Chris joined Illinois Wesleyan last August.  He worked for over twenty years in the field of information technology in Decatur 
and Taylorville, Illinois.  Chris worked as an information technology consultant, an accounting analyst and a 
programmer/analyst.    



 
 
Getty, Joseph - Custodian, Physical Plant 
Before Joseph was hired full time in December, he worked at Illinois Wesleyan through a temporary agency for several 
months.  He has worked in the retail field, and has leased, maintained and managed properties for over twenty years.  He lives 
with his wife, Matilda and they have three grown children and three grandchildren.  Joseph enjoys golf and woodcarving in his 
free time. 
 
Grimm, Amanda - Library Services Associate, Ames Library 
 B.A. Illinois State University 
Amanda worked in retail before she joined Illinois Wesleyan in May.  She graduated from Illinois State University with a degree 
in Educational Studies.  Amanda enjoys shopping, cooking, watching movies and reading books. 
 
Hawkins, Shelby - Security Officer, Security 
 B.S. Western Illinois University 
Illinois Wesleyan University welcomed Shelby to campus in February.  She has a bachelor’s degree in Law Enforcement and 
Justice Administration, minoring in Forensic Psychology and Sociology.  Shelby grew up in Atlanta with her parents and three 
sisters.  Shelby enjoys martial arts, studying Tae Kwon Do for 9 years.  She enjoys music, plays the clarinet, likes to draw, 
scrapbook, read and spend time with her family and friends.  In college Shelby was a member of the Corrections and 
Investigators Club.  She currently holds memberships in the National Society of Collegiate Scholars, Phi Eta Sigma and Phi 
Kappa Phi Honors Societies, Alpha Phi Sigma Criminal Justice Honors Fraternity, and the American Corrections Association. 
 
Hopkins, Amanda - Assistant Professor of Nursing 
 M.S.N. and Ph.D. University of Illinois  
Amanda’s background clinical practices are in Pediatric Nursing at Carle and as a travel RN in Long Beach, California at Miller 
Children’s Hospital. Amanda is interested in the study of providing culturally competent, family-centered care. Her research 
has focused on mother’s perceptions of the management of their children’s chronic condition, specifically sickle cell disease 
and cystic fibrosis, within the context of the school setting. Until just recently, she served for seven years as a faculty member 
for the University of Illinois at Chicago College of Nursing.   

Hunter, Sean - Network Administrator, Information Technology Services 
 A.S. Heartland Community College 
Sean began his duties at Illinois Wesleyan University in September.   His previous employment experience consisted of working 
as a consultant with Technisource at State Farm.  He also worked as a software migration and support specialist with Netra 
Technologies for Caterpillar.   
 
Hussa, Elizabeth - Visiting Assistant Professor of Biology  
 B.A. Illinois Wesleyan University, Ph.D. Loyola University Chicago 
Born and raised in the Chicago suburbs, Elizabeth developed a passion for science with a particular emphasis on single- celled 
organisms such as bacteria and their ability to cause disease. Upon attending Illinois Wesleyan as a biology major, she not only 
fostered her scientific interests, but also developed a deep appreciation for the value of a liberal arts education. Elizabeth next 
pursued her Ph.D. at Loyola University Chicago, followed by post-doctoral work at the University of Wisconsin-Madison. She 
used her time at these institutions to develop both as a scientific educator and researcher, focusing on the way bacteria 
interact with symbiotic hosts. Elizabeth is eager to return to her alma mater in the hopes that she can provide future 
generations of students with an equally meaningful Titan experience! 
 
Kneip, Lauren - Animal Care Technician, Psychology 
 B.S. Illinois State University 
Prior to coming to Illinois Wesleyan University last August, Lauren worked as a veterinary assistant for ten years.  She has also 
worked in a zoo.  Lauren lives with her son, Logan.  Lauren’s interests include spending time with her son, family and friends.  
She likes going to movies, theme parks, and caring for animals.  



 
 
Iannucci, Zachary - Head Men’s LaCrosse Coach/Instructor 
 B.S. Saint Joseph’s University  
Zach was hired in November 2012 as the first men’s lacrosse coach at Illinois Wesleyan University.  He came to Illinois 
Wesleyan from an assistant at Oberlin College (Ohio), where he spent the 2012 season as defensive coordinator for the 
Yeomen men's lacrosse team. Zach also assisted with recruiting and scouting.  In 2011, was the defensive coordinator at 
Hendrix College (Ark.), where he helped the Warriors set school records in wins, goals against, shots against and face-off 
percentage, but most important, this is where Zach met his wife, Kristin.  He graduated from Saint Joseph’s University (Pa.) 
with a degree in finance and is a native of Mount Laurel, N.J., and attended Lenape Regional High School.  
 
Krzemienski, Kelly - Data Information Coordinator, Registrar’s Office 
 B.A. Arizona State University 
In March, Kelly became an employee of Illinois Wesleyan University.   She worked as a temp in the Registrar’s Office for ten 
months before being hired.  While Kelly was in college she worked in human resources at the Department of Veterans Affairs.  
After receiving her bachelors’ degree in Psychology, Kelly moved to North Carolina and worked for a mental health agency 
providing services to children.  After a few years, she moved back to Bloomington to be closer to her family.  Kelly and her 
boyfriend, Tim have a newborn son, Kayson.  Kelly’s hobbies are running, swimming and playing with her two dogs, Brutus and 
MJ, and her cat, Wolfy. 
 
Madigan, Elizabeth - Office Associate, Hart Career Center 
 B.A. Knox College 
Elizabeth was welcomed to Illinois Wesleyan in February.  Her previous work experience includes several years as an 
administrative assistant and later as a coordinator in a learning community at Illinois Central College.  She and her husband, 
Scott have two children, Evan and Morgan.  Elizabeth enjoys reading and she hosts a book club.  She also volunteers in the 
women’s ministry at her church. 
 
McCarty, Trina - Staff Counselor, Counseling Services 
 A.A. Heartland Community College, B.S. Illinois State University, M.A. Bradley University 
In September Trina began her part-time work at Illinois Wesleyan, with the counseling department.  Before coming here, she 
spent three years working as a private practice therapist, while also working as a counselor at Illinois State University.  She 
provided individual counseling and crisis intervention to students. 
  
McCreery, Katheryn - Head Softball Coach/Assistant Professor   
 B.A. Illinois Wesleyan University, M.S. Western Illinois University 
Kat (Mason) McCreery, a 2004 Illinois Wesleyan graduate and former all-conference catcher for the Titans, has been named 
head softball coach at Illinois Wesleyan University. She has coached softball at Bloomington High School, and was Head Coach 
at Bloomington Junior High School.  Since 2011, she has worked as an athletics academic advisor and coordinator at Illinois 
State University. Kat was an assistant softball coach and assistant to the athletic director at Knox College from 2004 to 2006 
while earning her master's degree in sports management at Western Illinois University in 2007. 
 
Milcik, Brenda - Senior Office Coordinator, Alumni Relations 
 B.A.  Illinois State University 
Brenda joined Illinois Wesleyan University in March.  Her previous employment included nine years as an elementary art 
teacher, eight years as an at-home mom and five years working at Unit 5.  Brenda’s husband Rob, works at State Farm and 
together they have two children, Nick 15 and Leah who is 12.  Brenda’s interests lie in fine arts events, kayaking, hiking and 
scrapbooking.  



 
Miller, Susan - Visiting Librarian/Visiting Assistant Professor  
 M.S. University of Illinois, M.M. Ohio State University  
Susan’s library career has focused on providing reference services and information literacy instruction in various academic 
library settings including Southern Connecticut State University, the Community College of Rhode Island, and the University of 
Illinois.  She has also taught several library science courses at SCSU and within the GSLIS department at the U of I.  In addition 
to librarianship, she has a passion for music, and holds a Master’s in Flute Performance from Ohio State University.  Susan 
thinks it is wonderful she lives within a train ride of hearing the Chicago Symphony and the Chicago Lyric Opera.   
 
Overocker, Quintin - Associate Registrar, Registrar’s Office 
 B.S. Western Illinois University, M.S. University of Tennessee  
After college Quinton worked as a farmhand on a thoroughbred horse farm in Tennessee.  Following that job he moved to 
Montana where he worked in an underground mine.  More recently he worked as an admissions counselor and an academic 
advisor at University of Wisconsin-Stout.  In June, Quintin began his work at Illinois Wesleyan.  He lives with his wife, Meg, one 
year old daughter, Lucy and their niece, Sophie.   Quinton enjoys reading and writing fiction and poetry, and he just self-
published his first novel.   When he can find the time he also likes to fish, hike, garden and hunt for mushrooms and birds. 
 
Qian, Yaxin (Brenda) - Visiting Instructor in MCLL 
  B.A. and M.A. East China Normal University  
Brenda is from Shanghai China. After receiving her M.A. in International Chinese Studies from East China Normal University 
she started teaching at East China University of Political Science and Law. She has since visited the US as a Fulbright scholar at 
Sweet Briar College, VA from 2007 to 2008 and the UK as a visiting instructor at University of Leeds in 2012. Brenda would like 
to be the friendship bridge between Illinois Wesleyan University and Chinese society. Her husband has a management 
consulting firm in Shanghai. Her daughter is with her at Wesleyan. Brenda and her daughter Shangqian (Sheena) hope to do 
their best to contribute to the university and enjoy their experiences learning new things and making progress every day.  
 
Radoslavov, Ilia - Assistant Professor of Music  
 M.M. Southern Illinois University, D.M.A. University of Wisconsin   
A native of Bulgaria, pianist Ilia Radoslavov obtained his Doctoral Degree in Piano Performance as a Paul Collins Distinguished 
Graduate  Fellow, at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, where he studied with Christopher Taylor. He holds degrees in 
Piano Performance from Southern Illinois University, where he worked with Wilfred Delphin, and the State Conservatory of 
Music, Sofia, Bulgaire, where his teachers were Stella Dimitrova, and Ilya Tchernaev. He has also studied with Leon Fleisher, 
Richard Goode, and Ann Shein. Ilia was the gold medalist in the 2009 Seattle International Piano Competition, first prize first 
from the American Protégé International Piano and Strings Competition, National Mozart Competition, Sofia, Bulagaria, and 
National Piano Competition, Provadia, Bulgaria; and awards from the Missouri International Piano Completion, Joplin, 
Missouri, and the Hague International Piano Competition, the Netherlands. His teaching encompasses applied piano, 
accompanying, chamber coaching, and teaching piano-related courses at Southern Illinois University and the University of 
Wisconsin. Ilia previously taught at Southern Illinois University, the University of Alaska, and Truman State.  
 
Rice, Ted - Visiting Assistant Professor of Mathematics 
 M.S. and Ph.D. Iowa State University   
Ted joins us as a Visiting Assistant Professor of Mathematics for this academic year.  He has recently taught for Eureka College.  
His primary interests in mathematics are Combinatorial games, Quasigroups and loops. Ted’s secondary interests in 
mathematics are Universal Algebra and Combinatorics.  
 
Robey, Molly - Visiting Assistant Professor of English  
 M.A. and Ph.D. at Rice University  
Molly Robey received her Ph.D. in English from Rice University in 2009. She joins the Illinois Wesleyan English department as a 
visiting assistant professor after four years as an Assistant Professor at Bridgewater State University in Bridgewater, 
Massachusetts. Her primary research interest is in nineteenth-century American Studies, specifically the intersections of 
gender, race, and religion in popular literature and culture. She has published articles in American Literature and Gothic 
Studies and is currently working on a book project that traces the impact of biblical geography on U.S. national identity and 
American globalism. 
 
 



 
Robinson, Dawn (Rena) - Senior Office Coordinator/CMA, Arnold Health Services 
 A.S. Midstate College 
Illinois Wesleyan University welcomed Rena (sounds like Renee) in September.  She has worked in the medical field in various 
capacities since 1988.  She has three children, Amanda, Chance and Skyler.  Rena is also a grandmother to Ethan and Noah.  
She enjoys hunting and fishing with her boyfriend. 
 
Roche, Michael - Visiting Instructor in Philosophy  
 B.A. University of Chicago, Ph.D. candidate, University of California 
Michael Roche grew up in Salt Lake City, UT and most recently has been studying philosophy at the University of Wisconsin, 
Madison. His area of specialty is the philosophy of mind/psychology and Michael will be defending his dissertation in the fall. 
His interests outside of philosophy include enjoying the outdoors, playing chess, and listening to (and sometimes playing) 
music. He is really looking forward to spending the upcoming (academic) year in Bloomington! 
 
Rosencrans, Lindsey - Head Women’s LaCrosse Coach/Instructor 
 B.A. Siena College, Ph.D. candidate, University at Albany/SUNY 
Lindsey has been hired to be the first women's lacrosse coach at Illinois Wesleyan University. As a student she had one of the 
finest careers in Siena women's lacrosse history. She spent the last two seasons as an assistant coach for Siena, where the 
Saints qualified for the MAAC conference tournament both seasons, and prior to her job at Siena, Lindsey spent two seasons 
as an assistant at Niskayuna High School.  Lindsey is currently pursuing her doctorate in educational psychology at the 
University at Albany. 
 
Schrock, Shireen - Assistant Director of Grants and Foundation Relations, Grants and Foundation Relations 
 B.S. Illinois State University 
Shireen began her duties at Illinois Wesleyan University in November.  For the past seventeen years she has worked as a 
community health educator and the director of community education at a non-profit organization.  Her hobbies include 
gardening, reading and making jewelry.  Shireen enjoys spending time with her parents, brother, sister-in-law and her two 
nephews.  She is a Blue Sky music volunteer and has applied to a multicultural leadership program. 

Schroeder, Patrick – Custodian, Physical Plant 
 B.S. Western Illinois University 
Patrick is a 2012 graduate majoring in computer science.  Last year he worked at Illinois Wesleyan as a custodian through a 
temp agency.  Patrick’s parents have an extensive history with Illinois Wesleyan; his father, Gerry Schroeder is a long-time 
employee and his mother is alumna, Donna Schroeder.  Patrick’s interests include drawing and illustrating, computer 
programming, hiking, camping, reading and gaming.  Patrick is an Eagle Scout and he belongs to the Computer Science 
Association. 
 
Singh, Leslie - Custodian, Physical Plant 
 B.S. Illinois State University 
In December, Leslie was hired as a custodian for Illinois Wesleyan University.  She worked several months for the university 
through a temporary agency until she was hired full-time.  Leslie worked at Advocate BroMenn Hospital acquiring patient 
information in the registration department.  Prior to that position, she worked as a telephone operator for a local phone 
company until the office relocated out of the area.   
 
Stabosz, Kimberly – Admissions Counselor 
 B.A. Illinois Wesleyan University, M.S. North Central College 
Prior to joining Illinois Wesleyan recently, Kimberly spent two and a half years working at the Illinois Student Assistance 
Commission doing college access outreach for first generation and low income college students.  She also spent two years 
working with first year and international students in the admissions office at Saint Xavier University.  Kimberly is responsible 
for a travel area primarily in Texas and will be located in the Dallas/Ft. Worth area.  



 
Stewart, Debra - Custodian, Physical Plant 
Debra joined Illinois Wesleyan University in April.  She spent ten years as a lead worker at Mitsubishi Motors; then worked for 
eight years as a claims manager at Wal-Mart.  Debra calls herself an avid “sun worshipper” who loves to read and travel.  She 
also likes to watch the National Association for Stock Car Auto Racing and the Chicago Cubs. 
 
Thies, Tamara - Visiting Instructor in Music  
 B.M.E. and M.A. at University of Northern Iowa  
Tamara is a Visiting Instructor and Area Head in Music Education at Illinois Wesleyan University. Her research interests 
encompass music teaching and learning with a particular focus on affective learning through creativity, curriculum design, and 
assessment, and secondary instrumental music education. In May 2011, she received the Barry Bratton Award for 
Achievement in Design of Instructional Processes from The University of Iowa College of Education. She recently presented at 
the New Directions in Music Education: Revitalizing Middle and High School Music in Michigan, the Grieg Research School in 
Interdisciplinary Music Studies: Researching Music Practices - Methodological Approaches in Bergen, Norway, the ISME 
Regional European Association of Schools Conference in Leuven, Belgium, and The Improvising Brain Concert and Symposium in 
Atlanta, GA. Additionally, Tamara enjoys theatre, traveling, and experiencing new and different cultures and societies. 
 
Tiede, Moreena  - Operations Coordinator, Educational Studies 
 B.A. Truman State University, M.A. Indiana University 
In April Moreena began her work in the educational studies department.  She has worked as an adjunct instructor teaching 
computer science classes for Illinois Wesleyan since 1999.  Before coming to campus, Moreena worked as the regional 
coordinator for the organ donor program in the Illinois Secretary of State office.  She worked as a website administrator at a 
local nonprofit and as a blogger on children’s health issues for ClubMom, a New York based company.  Moreena has two 
daughters, Annika and Frankie, 2 cats, one dog, one fish and various seasonal insects.  Her hobbies include reading, running, 
gardening and writing. 
 
Weiner, Jesse - Visiting Assistant Professor of MCLL 
 M.A. and Ph.D. at University of California  
Jesse is a Visiting Assistant Professor of Greek and Roman Studies, arriving in Bloomington from Long Beach, CA. I have 
previously taught at California State University, Long Beach and the University of California, Irvine, where I completed my 
Ph.D. in Classics. My primary research interests include Latin poetry, drama, and classical traditions in modern culture. 
 
Williams, Bryce - Residence Director, Office of Residential Life 
 B.S. and M.A. University of Utah 
Bryce relocated to work at Illinois Wesleyan in July.  His previous experience consists of his work as a graduate assistant for 
union programming at the University of Utah and as a community manager for the University of Utah’s housing and residential 
education department.   Bryce received his bachelor degree in social work and his master degree in education.  Bryce’s 
domestic partner, Katherine made the move to Illinois with him.  He belongs to the National Association of Student 
Professional Administrators, and the Association of College Unions International.  Bryce’s hobbies include running, reading, 
cooking, event planning and interests in film. 

Yuasa, Ikuko (Patricia) - Visiting Assistant Professor of MCLL 
 M.A. University of Hawaii, Ph.D. University of California  
Ikuko Patricia Yuasa earned a Ph.D. in Japanese language at the University of California, Berkeley. Her interests include 
sociolinguistics, comparative culture, and language education. She is the author of Culture and Gender of Voice Pitch (2008). 
Her publications include an article reporting the socio-cultural usage of creaky voice in American Speech (2010), part of which 
was introduced in major media (e.g., Time.com). 
  



 
 
The following faculty who were on visiting appointments return as tenure track faculty members: 
 
Amanda Coles 
William Hudson 
Kristine Nielsen 
Daniel Roberts 
 
Office location changes:  
 
The Advancement Call Center moved from Buck Hall to Shaw Hall, Suite 200 
Business Administration moved from Center for Liberal Arts, third floor to State Farm Hall, third floor 
The Center for Engaged Citizenship moved from Shaw Hall, Suite 200 to Center for Liberal Arts, first floor 
Economics Department moved from Center for Liberal Arts, third floor to State Farm Hall, third floor 
Educational Studies moved from Center for Liberal Arts, first floor to Center for Liberal Arts, third floor 
The International Office moved from Memorial Center, Suite 167 to Center for Liberal Arts, third floor 
Mellon Center moved from Stevenson Hall, Garden Level to Center for Liberal Arts, third floor 
The Office of Institutional Research and Assessment moved from Stevenson Hall, first floor to Shaw Hall, Suite 209 
The Office of Student Activities and Leadership Programs moved from the Hansen Student Center, Suite 101 to the Memorial 
Center, Suite 167 
School of Theatre Arts drafting classrooms moved from Security and Theatre Annex to Shaw Hall, first floor 
School of Theatre Arts offices located in the Annex and Presser Hall, moved to Shaw Hall, second floor 
 
 
 


	Bode, Robert - Visiting Assistant Professor of Biology   B.S. Hope College, Ph.D. Cornell University Robert (Biologist ecologia) is native to the Adirondack mountains of New York, but has been found as a transplanted ornamental in several other cities...
	Boyce, Crystal - Assistant Professor in Ames Library  B.S. College of William & Mary, M.L.I.S. Florida State University  Crystal Boyce will join IWU as the new Science Librarian at Ames Library. Crystal recently completed her Masters of Library and In...
	Brown, Emily – Stage Electrician, School of Theatre Arts  B.F.A. Missouri State University Emily was hired by Illinois Wesleyan this week.  She previously worked in lighting design for the Weathervane Playhouse in Newark, Ohio.  Most recently she work...

