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Illinois Wesleyan University

Tornado Policy
A tornado is a violent windstorm characterized by a twisting, funnel-shaped cone. It is originated from a thunderstorm/hurricane, and is produced as cool air overrides a layer of warm air, for the warm air to rise rapidly. Tornado season is normally March through August and will typically occur in the afternoons and evenings. A tornado can have speeds up to 300 mph and usually will stay on the ground for no more than 30 minutes. However, a tornado can touch the ground several times in different areas.
The following policies have been established in order to better prepare the Illinois Wesleyan University Athletic Department staff, student-athletes, and spectators for safety procedures involved with severe weather and tornados. These policies have been established primarily to ensure safety to the participants and spectators. 

Tornado Procedure:
1.  Coaches and certified athletic trainers should obtain a weather report each day before a practice or event and be aware of potential hazardous weather that may form during scheduled intercollegiate athletic events or practices. 
2.  The certified athletic trainer will inform the coaching staff that a tornado watch or warning is in effect and if appropriate action is needed.
A. Tornado watch: conditions are favorable for a tornado to occur.
B. Tornado warning: a tornado has been sighted. TAKE COVER!
3.
The certified athletic trainers and coaches on the site during practices should pay close attention to signs of developing weather as well as watches or warnings that have been issued by the National Weather Service for the McLean County area. 
Tornado watch
A. Monitor the skies. Stay alert and updated on the current weather conditions in your area.

1. radar (accuweather.com)

2. WJBC Radio (AM 1230)
B. Review evacuation procedures if a tornado warning develops or a funnel is sited.

C. Ensure no physical restrictions exist that would prevent free movement to your nearest safe area (clear any blocked doors, aisles, etc.).

D. Keep the telephone lines clear for emergency messages.
a. DO NOT phone the Bloomington police
b. DO NOT phone IWU campus operator for information.

Tornado warning
A. Take cover!
1. All outdoor and indoor athletic events should take shelter immediately within the lower level of the Shirk Center.
i. The locker rooms are the most secure and reinforced areas.
ii. Sit in a crouches position with your head covered.
iii. Stay away from windows.
2. If there is not enough time to reach Shirk from outdoor athletic facilities, try to reach BroMenn Hospital.
· Baseball, Soccer(s), Softball

· Dugouts/Restrooms are not a good shelter from a tornado
3. If you are unable to seek shelter in Shirk or BroMenn and you are in an open area outdoors:
i. Move at right angles to the storm
ii. Take cover in nearby depressions in terrain that is free from overhang and debris
iii. Lie flat, face down, and protect your head with your arms
4.
DO NOT LEAVE PROTECTED AREAS UNTIL THE ALL CLEAR SIGNAL HAS BEEN GIVEN!
4.
WJBC Radio (AM 1230) is the best local source of information during a tornado. The security, human resources department, the president, the provost, the dean of students, and the vice president for business and finance will also monitor the weather situation and will communicate the “All Clear” signal to persons in the safe areas on campus. 

5. 
A return to practice or athletic event will occur when the likelihood of further tornados are over. This will be determined by the athletic director, certified athletic trainers, and the event staff after consulting with local weather. 
