Illinois Wesleyan University Summer Opportunities for Anthropology Students: Contact Rebecca Gearhart rgearhar@iwu.edu for more information.

Summer Internship, 2010
Seven Circles Heritage Center 

8817 West Southport Road

Edwards, IL 61528

http://7circlesheritage.org
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Seven Circles IWU Summer Intern Molly Walter (second from left), Carol Lakota Eastin (Governing Board Member, far right) and others enjoy the spirit fire at the Center.

Internship Dates

Monday, June 14 - Friday, August 6 (8 weeks)

Vacation: Saturday, June 28 - Sunday, July 4

About Seven Circles

Seven Circles Heritage Center is located in Edwards, Illinois, West of Peoria near Wildlife Prairie Park, and had its beginnings fifteen years ago. A small group of people with Native American heritage decided to volunteer their energies toward the goal of promoting Native American culture--dance, arts, and cultural values--for the purpose of educating the broader community, and providing a forum for Native peoples and other interested persons to share knowledge, learn traditions, and art forms, and form community. Since then, many traditions and cultures are represented in the Seven Circles community and in the Center's  programming. Through the generosity of Bill and Hazel Rutherford and the Forest Park Foundation, a 23-acre land site has been provided for the Center, which helps gather the community and is a place where all people can come to learn and appreciate the indigenous heritage of Native America.
Internship Description

Spending a summer at Seven Circles offers many different kinds of opportunities for learning first-hand about Native American traditions as well as the contemporary issues that matter to the local community. Activities at the Center include a variety of education classes:

Academic Outreach – immersion classes for university students and professionals in health, education, music, anthropology, and environmental studies.

Central Illinois Gourd Dance Club – bringing the tradition of the Kiowa/Comanche Gourd dance to the area.

Generation-to-Generation – a cultural preservation project which includes oral and visual documentation of local stories and activities of the Seven Circles community.

Interfaith dialogues and ceremonies – participation includes: the Hindu Heritage Center, the Zen Buddhist community, Native American Christians, the Jewish community, and the Muslim community.

Northern Style Drum Class – led by Waylon and Butch McCamy from Spirit of the Rainbow Singers.

Red Path Murals – community based mural project depicting an artistic interpretation of Native American history and spirituality.

Healing Circles – support groups, founded in Native American healing concepts, assisting people in their emotional and spiritual journeys.

Fire Circle  - a monthly gathering around the teachings and gifts of the sacred fire.

Thunder in the Valley – multi-cultural drumming and rhythm festival.

Youth Group – fun and learning for the youth of the community. 

Cultural Classes and Workshops – exploration of the art, music, language and medicine of many traditions

Sacred Seven – a group devoted  to exploring the sacred spirituality of the indigenous / Native American culture(s) including a project to build a “medicine wheel” at Seven Circles. 

In addition, there are numerous land site renovation and landscape projects, which will focus this summer on the construction of a medicine wheel garden, a pathway that traverses the Center's grounds, and the construction of a multi-faith monument. Two building site projects that will also be underway are the construction of a bunkroom and showers for overnight guests, and an interpretive museum, where visitors can learn more about the Peoria area Native peoples through interpretation of their material culture. Other activities planned for the summer: Tipi Camp (a weekend youth camp), Youth Day (1-day event). 

Qualifications

Applicants with a strong academic background in anthropology, sociology, history, religion, environmental studies, American studies, and interest in Native American culture and history are best qualified for this position. Since many of the summer activities and projects at the Center are outdoors, the applicant must enjoy working in Nature and have a deep respect for Mother Earth. Since the intern will be interacting with members of the Seven Circles community and visitors to the Center of all ages, applicants should enjoy spending time with elders and children alike. Applicants who are interested in studying Native American creative arts (handcrafts and music), healing practices, cultural ecology, and cosmology will be especially well served by this experience. 

Housing 

Since the internship does not include a stipend, a guest room on the upper level of the farmhouse at Seven Circles is available for a summer intern at no charge. A bathroom (shower and toilet) is located on the first floor, and full kitchen facilities are also available in the house. The intern will be responsible for the general upkeep of the facilities used, and will need to take care of his/her own meals, though food is provided at many events sponsored at the Center. 
Application Process

Complete the internship application below and email it and an updated resume to Rebecca Gearhart <rgearhar@iwu.edu> by Friday, April 16. A candidate will be selected by Monday, April 26. Please contact Professor Gearhart with any questions or concerns regarding the internship.

For more information about Seven Circles Heritage Center visit the website: http://7circlesheritage.org
Seven Circles Heritage Center Summer Internship Application

Name of Applicant: 



 Email:



 
Date:

1. Describe your interest in the summer internship at Seven Circles, and explain why you believe the position is a good fit for you:

2. Discuss some of the background experiences and talents that you are able to offer the Seven Circles community at the Center over the summer:

3. Explain how the summer internship at Seven Circles fits into your academic and/or career plans and/or life goals:

4. Do you have any questions or concerns about the internship? Explain:

Internship, 2010
Crossroads Global Handicrafts

428 N. Main Street

Bloomington, IL 61701

309-827-0121
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Summer Internship Dates 
Summer


Monday, June 7 - Friday, August 6 (8 weeks)

Vacation: Saturday, June 28 - Sunday, July 4

Time Commitment 

10 Hours / Week for Non-Credit

15 Hours / Week for Credit (120 Hours Total)

About Crossroads

Crossroads Global Handcrafts was founded in 1988, with three goals in mind.

1. To provide a fair wage and market for artisans and farmers in poor areas of the world thereby empowering them to support their families. 

2. To provide people in more affluent areas of the world concrete ways to respond to increasing global problems of poverty and hunger.

3.  To educate our community about people in impoverished areas of the world and encourage global thinking about people, poverty and social justice. 

Crossroads began as an organization committed to providing positive, tangible support for people attempting to help themselves through work of their hands.  Today, we are part of a growing international effort to help develop alternative, sustainable, fair trade models based on justice and cooperation. 

Internship Description

Spending time this summer at Crossroads offers different kinds of opportunities for learning first-hand about the various dimensions of Fair Trade as an economic model as well as about the contemporary issues that affect the craftsmen and women who make and sell handcrafts in the Developing World. 

An IWU intern is welcome to bring new ideas to the internship experience and focus on activities that best fit his/her academic and career goals.

Some areas on which an intern might work:

Educational Outreach: Design workshops for children, teens, and adults that provide insight into the benefits of Fair Trade economics, explore the rationale behind economic and environmental sustainability, and highlight the personal stories behind the items available for purchase in the store (that can be featured in the workshop). Design handouts, educational pamphlets, and group activities that enhance workshops that take place within and outside of the store. 

Research: Conduct background research on the various cooperatives and workshops that are represented in the store. Write up brief summaries of the findings, highlighting accomplishments achieved by communities and individual craftsmen and women, whose personal narratives can be shared in store displays and educational workshops. 

Display Design: Put together displays of merchandise that highlight specific geographical areas (regions, countries), kinds of handcrafts (by medium, color, etc.), individual craftsmen and women. 

Special Events: Plan an event or series of events around a particular geographical region, kind of handcraft, or holiday that features live music, food-tasting, a guest lecture, or other attraction. Such an event might include co-sponsorship with another NGO or retail store in Bloomington-Normal, thereby extending Crossroads’ network of “friends” and “partners.” 
Qualifications

Applicants with a strong academic background in anthropology, environmental studies or development studies, a keen interest in Fair Trade and Sustainable Livelihood in the Developing World, strong research skills, and artistic creativity are best qualified for this position. Since the intern will be interacting with store volunteers and patrons of all ages, the applicants should enjoy spending time with elders and children alike. 

Application Process

Complete the internship application below and email it and an updated resume to Rebecca Gearhart <rgearhar@iwu.edu> by Friday, April 16. A candidate will be selected by Monday, April 26. Please contact Professor Gearhart with any questions or concerns regarding the internship.

All applicants are requested to visit Crossroads Global Handcrafts at 428 N. Main Street in downtown Bloomington prior to submitting an application to become familiarized with the store.

Crossroads Internship Application

Name of Applicant: 



 Email:



 
Date:

1. Describe your interest in the internship at Crossroads, and explain why you believe the position is a good fit for you:

2. Please specify the project(s) (described above) that you are interested in working on and describe the experiences and talents you would bring to this work:

3. Explain how the internship at Crossroads fits into your academic and/or career plans and/or life goals:

4. Do you have any questions or concerns about the internship? Explain:

PLEASE TYPE & EMAIL COMPLETED FORM TO REBECCA GEARHART rgearhar@iwu.edu by April 16th. Thank you for your interest in Crossroads!
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