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Illinois Wesleyan vs. Hope

September 6, 2008

Holland Municipal Stadium, Holland, Mich.
THE GAME: Illinois Wesleyan opens its 117th football season against the Hope Flying Dutchmen in a 12:30 p.m. (Central) kickoff at Holland (Mich.) Municipal Stadium … It is the 43rd annual Hope/Holland Community Day game.

SEASON OPENERS: IWU is 10-11 in opening-day games under Norm Eash, including last year’s loss at Coe. The Titans have dropped their last five season openers, last winning in 2002 (35-31 at Wisconsin-LaCrosse).

SEPTEMBER: In September, IWU is 38-19-1 (.689) in the Norm Eash era and was 2-2 last season in the month. IWU teams won 11 straight September games (all non-league) from 1995 (loss at Simpson) until 2001 (loss to Washington U.).

THE SERIES VS. THE FLYING DUTCHMEN: Illinois Wesleyan holds a 3-1 advantage against Hope with all of the meetings coming in the 1990s. The Titans won the last meeting, 19-11, back in 1999.
ABOUT HOPE: The Flying Dutchmen were 6-4 overall and were co-champions of the Michigan Intercollegiate Athletic Association … The Flying Dutchmen are the preseason favorite in the MIAA and will have a taste of the CCIW by the time this season is over – they play at Carthage on Sept. 13 and host Wheaton on Sept. 27 … Jake Manning returns for his third season as Hope’s quarterback. He threw for 22 touchdowns last season and ranks No. 3 all-time in passing yardage and No. 6 in total offense at the school … Hope’s six top receivers were lost to graduation along with the team’s two top tailbacks who accumulated nearly 1,500 yards and scored 19 of the 22 rushing TDs for Hope.

COACH NORM EASH: Norm Eash (Illinois Wesleyan, 1975) is beginning his 22nd season at IWU and has a career record of 126-73-1 (.634), making him second among IWU coaches in victories (Eash's college coach, Don Larson, had 168 wins from 1954-86). Prior to 2006, Eash ranked 50th among all-time Division III coaches in winning percentage and 67th in victories (24th among active coaches in wins). The "dean" of league coaches, Eash has been College Conference of Illinois and Wisconsin "Coach of the Year" in 2007, 2001, 1996 and 1992. His career CCIW mark is 95-56-1 (.630), making him fourth all-time in victories in the league.

CCIW PRESEASON POLL: The Illinois Wesleyan football team was picked to finish third in the 2008 College Conference of Illinois and Wisconsin preseason coaches' poll. The Titans got 33 points from the league coaches. North Central got six first place votes (and 48 points) to finish first in the poll, followed by Wheaton (two first place votes, 44 points). After Wesleyan comes Augustana, Carthage, Elmhurst, Millikin and North Park … The Titans are also ranked No. 40 in the preseason D3football.com poll.

FOR THE RECORD: Last year IWU finished 7-3 overall and earned a share of the CCIW championship for the first time since 2001. It was IWU's 13th league title … IWU is 78-44 in its last 122 games (.636) since 1995...The Titans are 70-28 (.711) at home and 55-45-1 on the road (.550) under Norm Eash...The 45 losses have come to Wheaton (8); Augustana (7); Millikin (6); North Central (5); Carthage (4); Elmhurst (3); Simpson, UW-Eau Claire, Mt. St. Joseph and Coe (2); and Mount Union, UW-LaCrosse, and Washington U. (1)...IWU’s last three consecutive losing seasons before 2004-06 were 1941-43...2004 and 2005 were the first back-to-back losing seasons since 1987 (4-5) and 1988 (4-5)...In 2004, IWU (3-7) had its first sub-.500 season since the 1993 team was 4-5. The Titans had been at .500 or better for 10 straight years.

ON TO THE NEXT 500: IWU is 511-381-42 (.570) in 116 football seasons... The 500th win came in a 23-14 win over Wheaton on Oct. 22, 2005.

MARTIN CEISEL: After three seasons, senior co-captain Martin Ceisel (Deerfield, Ill. HS) is No. 4 all-time at IWU with 2,194 receiving yards, No. 5 with 23 receiving touchdowns and No. 7 with 142 receptions ... In 2007 he was named to the first team of College Conference of Illinois and Wisconsin all-star squads at wide receiver for the third straight season, was chosen team’s offensive MVP and won "Best Skill" award for second straight year… He led the Titans with 60 catches for 742 yards and eight touchdowns.
KRAIG LADD: The junior lefthander from Shelbyville, Ill. (HS), is the returning starter at quarterback…He was chosen as the 2007 team’s “Most Improved Player”…Completed 168 of 303 passes for 1,869 yards and 15 touchdowns…Earned CCIW “Player of the Week” honors for his play in 35-31 win over Carthage (Oct. 6) when he completed 27 of 37 passes for 404 yards and five TDs along with 52 yards rushing…The 456 yards is second in IWU single game total offense and the 404 yards is third most…The .730 completion percentage is third best in IWU game, and 27 completions is fourth top single game total …Ladd was a first team all-CCIW and all-Central region as outfielder for 2008 Titans as he led team with .381 average and 19 doubles.

DEFENSE: The Titans will play under a new defensive coordinator, Mike Murray, this season as he replaces Mike Wagner, who now concentrates on his duties as assistant athletic director … The three linebackers  - senior Dan Souder (Elk Grove Village, Ill. Elk Grove HS), sophomore Dan Rogers (Palos Ridge, Ill., Maine South HS) and junior Nick Nikolich (Libertyville, Ill. HS) will anchor a defense that will have to prove itself after losing seven seniors … Souder, a co-captain, was a second team all-conference selection a year ago … The Titans plan to overcome their potential lack of size with an aggressive, blitzing style.

ON THE AIR: The IWU/Hope game will be broadcast live beginning at 12:15 p.m. on WJBC 1230 AM and on the Internet at www.wjbc2.com
LOOKING AHEAD: IWU opens its home season next Saturday at 1 p.m. against Alma, another Michigan Intercollegiate Athletic Association opponent. It will be McLean County Community Appreciation Day at IWU … The Scots return 37 lettermen from a team that finished 5-5 overall and 5-2 in the MIAA a year ago … The following week IWU plays at Aurora in a 1 p.m. game.
